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P R”EFACE 


I HAVE endeavoured in the following pages to give 
a popular sketch of Ancient BrHish Church history, 
free from errors and misconceptions. I have con- 
sulted original sources of information, and in my 
inferences have generally followed the guidance of 
the best modern authorities, I can scarcely hope 
that I have quite escaf)ed error, but I have done my 
best to avoid it, and those who are familiar with the 
conflicting testimonies and theoricb which beset the 
inquirer will appreciate the difficulties of my task. 
I have paid special attention to the history of the 
Church of Wales, which is, perhaps, usually too 
much neglected. As I have lived for several years 
at Cardiff, I have naturally been led to dwell par- 
ticularly on the history and institutions of the diocese 
of IJandaflf, for the study of which there exist pecu- 
liar sources. The antiquities of Llantwit Major first 
made me feel an interest in the monastic system, 
which was the glory of Celtic Christianity, and which 
I have considered in some detail. 

The substance of the chief part of this little history 
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was originally contributed to a Cardiff parish maga- 
nine, in a series of papers, which were intended as, 
in some degree, an historical vindication the present 
position of the Church in Wales against the criticisms 
of opponents. I have also incorporated ^sorae pas- 
sages from a paper on “Welsh Monasteries before 
A.D, 68 1, read by me last February before the 
Cambrian Society of South Wales and Monmouth- 
shire, and subsequently published in the I^ed 
Dragon, the National Magazine of Wales. 

As I have had to introduce Welsh names, and 
have found it best in general to adhere closely to 
their Welsh orthography, the English reader may, 
perhaps, at times he staggered by what ajipear to be 
unpronounceable collections of consonants. It may 
be useful, therefore, without burdening him with a 
large number of rules, to state a few which may 
help him to read the Welsh name with approximate 
correctness. 

Welsh pronunciation is not so difficult as it 
appears ; the only sound which an average English- 
man cannot form is //, an as])irated /. In such words 
as Llandaff, perhaps the best course to adopt is to 
ignore the difficulty altogether, and pronounce the 
word as if written Laftdaf. Ch, also, is not an 
English sound, but can easily be attained when once 
beard, being the same as ch in the Scotch loch. Other 
sounds are quite easyu 

C is always hard, as in can ^ dd^th in then ; 
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tk^^h in thin, a, f:szv j^^f; u^u In 

busy^ or f 111 him , w (used as a vowel) as in hoed, 
or is long as oo in boat, y m all syllables but the 
last=s?<t in hut, in last syllable generally =:/ m din , 
awss^ow in how ^ 

The accent of Welsh woras is on the penultimate, 
but in somecc npourd words, as Ty-g^yn, each part 
retains its own accent, and is pronounced as it would 
be if not compounded. 

The following list of words and their pronuncia- 
tions may he useful, it being understood, however, 
that, in some cases, the pronunciation appended is 
only approximately correct 


Dyfan 

Duv an, Dove an. 

Bettw s 

Bet tooj (s, not z) 

Llanrw st 

I lan-roost 

Pawl HCn 

Fowl Hanc (more exactly 
Paool Hane) 

Safaddan 

an.^ 

Dyfiig 

Duv rig, Dove ng. 

Teilo 

1 1 ' lo. 

Fawr 

Vowr (more exactly V,toor), 

Cynog 

og 

Morgan w'g 

Mor gin oog. 

Afan 

A'v an 

Idanddew i Biefi 

Llan rZ/cy-w'y Bre\-y,* 


’ 0 approxiraattg to the German u or the French u. Aw may 
he more exactly described as a diphthong composed of a short 
a and short The scholar may compare the probable value 
of the Latin an as in Clamitus 
• th^th m thm , th«»M in thm. 
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Caergybi 

Cattwg 

Dunawd 

Maeigwn Gwynedd 
Ynys 

Maes Garmon 
Cathmael 


KYre-giibby. 

Kdtt-oog. 

Dm-owd (more exactly Dm* 
a6od). 

MYle-goon Gwm-eM.^ 

U'n-nb (s, not z). 

Mire (s, not z) Gar-mon. 
Kath-mile. 


I have to thank Professor Roberts, of the Uni- 
versity College, Cardiff, for kindly revising the fore- 
going rules and list and making suggestions. My 
thanks are also due to the Principal and Professors 
of St. David’s College, Lampeter, for their kindness 
in allowing me to borrow works on British Church 
history from the college library ; to Mr. J. M. Jones, 
of Cardiff, for lending me the “ l.ives of the Cambro- 
British Saints” for a somewhat prolonged period ; and 
to Mr. John Ballinger, of the Cardiff Free Library, 
for giving me valuable assistance at all times in my 
references to books under his care. 

E. J, NEWELL. 

Cardiff, September^ 1886. 


> th^th in then ; th = M in thin. 
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C H A P T E F I, 

IN'IRODUCTOKY. 

In default of other recoids, or when such records 
are commonly neglected, the place-names of a country 
often bear witness to its past history. Posterity may 
forget its beiicfactors, but their names are wTitten 
indelibly in the soil, and when men are silent, the 
stones themselves cry out. Englishmen frequently 
look upon the numerous Welsh names beginning with 
Han as so many cacophonous pu/zles ; but those w'ho 
know that the prefix signifies ‘‘ church or sacred 
enclosure,” and can read aright the remaining syl- 
lables of each name, often find that the place was of 
old the scene of the labours or of the death of some 
holy man, of whom “ the world was not worthy/’ 
w^ kept alive the light of holiness and true religion 
in a wild and gloomy age. In Wales alone there are 
no less than 479 of these local saints; and as for 
Cornwall, another refuge of the Cymric race, old 
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Fulles declarlis that “ if the people of that province 
have as much holiness in their hearts as th€ parishes 
therein carry sanctity in their names, Cornwall may 
pass for another Holy I.and in public reputation/^ 

Of some of these saints, ancf of the chuA:h whereof 
they were leaders, will attempt to treat, so far as 
can be done in a few brief chapters. Yet it may be 
urged, “ Yours is a bootless quest ; of what use is 
it for the nineteenth century to stir up memories of a 
set of superstitious monks? What are they to us?’' 
Yes ; some of them no doubt were monks and super- 
stitious : but, for all that, if they were too credulous, 
we perhaps in our age arc inclined to be too 
sceptical ; and if they were too rigorous in their 
fastings and vigils, we perhaps are a trifle too luxu- 
rious and too slothful, lYiie, they had not the 
printing-press and the steam-engine, their habits may 
have lacked our refinement, and the horizon of their 
wwld may have been somewhat limited ; but, to 
compensate for that, they had a clear view of the 
other world, and lived as its citizens; whereas, pos- 
sibly, the smoke of our engines and manufactories 
dims at times our vie^v of its glories, and the sound 
of our steam- whistles deafens, our ears to the angels’ 
songS which they heard. At all events, they are much 
to us in this respect, that they w'cre members of the 
same Church as ourselves; and if we, who have 
entered into their labours, think we are more clever 
and enlightened, we ought not to forget that they 
bore the burden and heat of the day, and should 
forgive their weaknesses in admiration of their faitli 
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and fortitude. Perhaps, too, we mcZy**iearn 
thing; knows? The Divine Teacher once 

preached a sermon with sparrows for His text, and 
the saints at rest in Paradise are of moie value than 
many sparrdws. 

It is impossible to determine, and therefore useless 
to discuss, who first j^reached the gospel in Britain. 
In the first ag< s of the Chuicii the seed often grew 
secretly, and the names of its sowers are unknown. 
IMany volumes have been written on the subject, and 
much toil exficnded, but speculations are useless 
when they have no foundation in facts. I'he visit of 
St. Paul depends upon no ]>recise testimony, onl) 
upon vague general statements, ./jch as that he went 

to the very ends of the earth,’' and that his 
** teaching,” passing througli the rivilised world, 
crossed the ocean even to Britain. As little authority 
is there for *he traditions regarding oilier of the 
Apostles, St. Peter, St. Simon Zelotes, St. Philip, 
St. James the Clreat, and St. John ; while the 
story which connects Joseph of Arimathea with 
the old monastery of Glastonbury is late. Passing 
by the legend of the consecration of Aristobulus 
as a bishoj) of Britain by St. J\aul, and the 
curious theories concerning British Christian ladies 
at Rome, we come to two statements which are 
noteworthy on account of their preservation by the 
Welsh. One of the Triads^ relates that the faith of 

’ The Welsh ** historical ** Triads are records, written in a 
poetical style, in which the facts are grouped by threes. Many 
are quite worthless, but some are ancient and of value. The 
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Christ was Crst brought to the nation of the Cymry 
froni Rome by Bran the Blessed, the© father of 
Caradawc, or Caractacus, and brother of Branwen, 
the maiden “ divinely fair/^ whose beauty, gentleness, 
and woes fonn the theme of^ the sweet€stet and most 
pathetic of Celtic romantes But the authority of 
this evidence is ’weakened by the lateness of its pro- 
bable date, as well as by its conflict with the state- 
ments of the Roman historian Tacitus The other 
story IS the celebrated one of Lucius, Lleurwg ap 
Coel ap C>llin, who, say the Iriads, built the first 
church in the island at I landaff Curiously, the place- 
names of the see of I landaff still preserve the names 
of the king and the missionaries ht obtained from 
Pope Eleutheriis Close to I landaff itself, on a 
picturesque eminence, overlooking a beautiful wood 
and a long stretch of luxuriant plains, stands the 

Triad here referred to may be quoted, as it nmII exemplify the 
style of these wntings — “ The thiee blissful Rulers of the Island 
of Britain — Bran the Blessed, the son of Llyr Llcdiath, who 
first brought the faith of Christ to the nation of the Cymry fiom 
Rome, where he was seven yeais a hostage for 
Caradawc, whom the Romans made prisoner through the^ollj^t 
and deceit and treachciy of Aregwedd Poeddawg The second 
was Lleurig ab Cod ab Cyllyn Sant, who was called 1 leufer 
Mawr, and built the ancient church at Llandaff, which v\ as the first 
in Britain, and who gave the puvileges of land, and of kindred, 
and of social rights, and of society to such as were of the faith 
of Christ The third was Cadwaladyr the Blessed, who gave 
refuge, with his lands, and with all his goods, to the believers 
who fled from the Saxons without faith, and from the aliens 
wlao would have slam them ” — Tr 35, Third Senes Lleurwg 
is also mentioned as the foundei of Llandaff by Tr. 62, Third 
Senes. 





village of St, Fagan^^ noted for a bofly-contoted 
battle fougbt near it in^ thfe Civil War. Dyfan, one 
of Fagan’s coHeagnes, is commemorated by the village 
and church of Merthyr Dyfan (Dyfan the Maftyr). 
But, although the placemames are cunous, the «^tory, 
of which there are many and %aried versions, is sup- 
posed by the best authontiLS to be merely a develop- 
ment of a statement in the “ Fife of Lleutherus,” in 
the Catalogue of Roman pontiffs, that this pope 
received a letter from Lucius, king of Britain, piaying( 
that he niighi be made a Christian. Lucius would, 
according to this, belong to the lattei part of the 
second century, but the date of the authority is 

A.U. 530' 

There is positive evidence that even m Gaul there 
were only a few scattered churches in the second 
century, and that no general movement took place 
until about \,d. 250 Tcituliian is the first to 
mention Chustians m Britain. Writing m a.d. 208, 
he mentions “parts of Britain not reached by the 
Romans” as being “subjugated to Christ”, and 
Origen, in a.d. 239, bears similar testimony, 
“The light that was to lighten the Gentiles” had 
now reached even to “the isles of the sea,” and 
many, weary of Paganism, received it gladly. 

‘ This IS the date of the later form of the Catalogue. Th^ 
origmai Catalogue, written shoitlyaftei 353, does not contain 
the woids. They were “manifestly written m the time and 
tone of Prosper.’ —Haddan and Stubbs, i. 25. 
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CHAPTER IL 

THE DIOCLETIAN PERSECUTION. 

“ The religious policy of the ancient world/' says the 
historian Gibbon, “seems to have assumed a more 
stern and intolerant character to oj^j)osc the progress 
of Christianity." Polytheism, usually so tolerai.l, had 
nothing but persecution for the followers of that 
religion which claimed universal su])remacy, and the 
Pagan Empire of Rome recognised a rival and a foe 
in that Church whi< h knit together men of all nations 
and all classes, and thus came into conflict with its 
historic policy, Divide ct impera (divide and rule). 
From the lime of Nero onwards, the Christians were 
under the ban of the imperial laws, though persecu- 
tions were usually local and of .short duration. The 
Emperor Alexander Severus, indeed, with philosophic 
impartiality, placed in his cliapel the statues of 
Abraham, Or})heus, A[)ollonius, and Christ ; and the 
Emperor Philip was popularly reported to be a Chris- 
tian. But a fiery trial, more severe thuiti any that 
had preceded, was yet to befall the Church before 
Pagan Rome submitted to the cross of Christ. The 
Emperor Diocletian, in 303, put forth an edict against 
Christianity, and, embittered by opposition, subse- 
quently attempted by further edicts to eradicate 



THE DIOCSLETIAN PESSECUTIOH. 15 

Utterly “ the Christian superstition^^^ , and “ the 
Christian name/’ 

Hitherto, Britain, from its position at the extremity 
of thf‘ Roman world, had escaped the violence of 
persecution, ^nd even at this time the mild character 
of Constantius Cnlorus, its governor, made it at least 
comparatively a place of while the storm raged in 
its fury over the greater part of the empire. It would 
appear, from a ^toiy related of this prince, that he 
admitted Christiars among his :>ervanN, in spite of the 
imperial edicts. Wishing to test which of the 
Christians at his court were reVny good and honest 
men, he gave out one day that those who w'ere willing 
to do sacrifice to the gods might remain with him, but 
that others would be dismissed his service. Some com- 
plied with his orders, and others preferred to obey 
God rather than man. When he had thus distin- 
guished between them, Constantius retained those 
who had been taithful to their religion, but dismissed 
the perverts, ‘‘judging that those would never be 
faithful to their prince, who had thus readily become 
traitors to their God,’’ This proof of wisdom and 
humanity was p^ibab’y shown when Constantius was 
in Gaul, a country which was also under his govern- 
ment. Both in Gaul and Britain Constantius 
resisted the persecuting edicts of the Emperor 
Diocletian. “ WTien the churches were being per- 
secuted throughout the rest of the world,” he “ alone 
granted the Christians to worship without fear.” 
The Christian Father, Lactantius, called, for the 
elegance of his writings, “ the Christian Cicero,” who 
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lived at the ^time of the persecutioE, relates that 
the governor conformed so far to the imperial com* 
mands as to destroy the churches, mere walls, which 
couid be restored ; but preserved in safety the temple 
of God, which is in man.’^ *The great ^cclesiasticah 
historian, Eusebius, who was also a contemporary, 
adds his testimony to the mild policy of Constantius, 
so that the vague mention of many martyrdoms 
in Britain, which we find in later and less trustworthy 
authors, may be put aside as unhistorical. 

It is quite possible, however, that in some places 
zealous pagans may have striven to carry out the 
emperor’s edicts in spite of the known will of the 
governor. It would, indeed, be strange if, at a time 
when the Christians were under a ban, some isolated 
acts of this description did not occur. Two martyrs, 
Aaron and Julius, are said to have suffered at Caerleon, 
the old town on the Usk, which has still many traces 
of its former greatness. But the most notable and 
best authenticated instance of persecution is the 
martyrdom of St. Alban, near the town which now 
bears his name, but was then called Verulamium. A 
local tradition of this event may be traced up to 
the year 429, when St. German is said to have visited 
his tomb and there deposited with his relics the relics 
of other martyrs. The date given for the martyrdom 
varies, but it is generally referred to the Diocletian 
persecution, and it would savour of critical rashness 
rather than of acumen to reject the tradition alto- 
gether, The day mentioned in the martyrologies is 
June 22, and if the martyrdom happened at the time 
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of this persecution, th^ year would f>e‘^o4, Jti the 
timJ of %de (731), there was a church at the place 
of the martyrdom dedicated to the saint, which had 
alteaiy the reputation of being a place \/here miracles 
were worked. St. German is said to have built a 
church in Auxerre, which he dedicated to St. Alban. 
Alban has been always regarded as Britain’s proto- 
martyr, but it must be remembered that he is not the 
earliest of her recorded saints, as previously to him 
lived St. Mellon, who left Britain when young, and 
became bishop of Rouen, according to the legend^ 
(a,i>. 256-314). His tomb IS still shown in the 
ancient crypt of St. Gervais, Rouen. His name is 
preserved in Monmouthshire by a village and church 
hear Cardiff. 

A detailed nairative is given by the historian Bede 
of St. Alban’s martyrdom. He ivas yet a pagan 
when a Christian clergyman fled to him, and was re- 
ceived into his house. He noticed that this man was 
occupied continually m prayei and ivatching day and 
night; and the sight, aided by the Divine grace, so 
worked on his heart that he soon became a Christian 
himself. When search ivas about to be made for his 
guestt he sent him away, after exchanging clothes with 
him, and, still further to aid his escape, gave himself 
up to the soldiers. He was forthwith led before the 
judge, and ordered to do saenhee to the gods. On 
his refusal, he was scourged and led away to execu- 

’ See “Actes des Samis de Diocese de Rouen,” or for a 
swmmaty “ R^d Dragon,’^ xi. pp. 72-75 Mellon was boiq at 
iQardiola (? Cardiif), and converted at Rome by Pope Stephen* 
n 
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tion. * The soldier who was first ordered to execute 
him cast down his swwd, refusing to obey the order, 

' and was beheaded at the same time. 

Such, stripped of its accompanying miracles, is the 
account given by Bede of the death of^^St. Alban. 
But the story of Britain’s proto-martyr was not thought 
complete without a miraculous element, and we are 
told besides that a river dried up to let him pass 
through, that a sj^ring burst forth at th6 top of a hill 
to give him drink, and that the eyes of the execu- 
tioner dropped on the ground together with the 
martyr’s head. The question naturally arises, ‘‘ What 
are we to think of these things ? ” and it is a question 
we can hardly ignore, because the history of the 
British Church and the British saints is full of such 
stories. On the one hand, it is clearly impossible to 
reject as unhistorical every story with which some- 
thing of the marvellous has been interweaved ; 
otherwise we shall have to sweep away personalities 
of whose existence we have sure evidence. On 
the other hand, it is equally impossible to accept all 
the miracles as true, for then we should have to 
receive, not only miracles of beneficence, but al# 
miracles ridiculous or even malevolent in their nature. 
We find, too, that these wonderful stories grow in course 
of time, and that an incident which when told by an 
eye-witness appears explicable, attains the most remark- 
able proportions in works written three or four 
centuries afterwards. The difference between such 
miracles and those of Our Lord and His Apostles is 
not one of degree, but of kind; there is no resemblance 
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between the two, neither do they rest •on th^ same 
kind of evidence, so that <^heir rejection Cannot be used 
by the infidel vis an argument in favour of the rejec- 
tion of miracles altogether. Surely, it is not neces- 
sary to diifoelicve the* calm and unaffected nairative 
of the Gospels, because we do not accept the story 
that St. Teilo had a bell given him at Jerusalem^ 
excelling the sound of an organ, and ringing 
every hour. of its own accord, or that at St. David's 
baptism, a fountain sprang up and the man who held 
the infant saint, and who had ro nostrils and eyes, 
had his defects supplied by spi inkling with the 
miraculous water. No such miracles " as these 
are included among the signs which our Lord pro- 
mised should follow those that believe, although 
among these was the miracle that impressed the 
barbarous people of Melita ” as well as those which 
were adapteo to more civilised communities. It is 
said of Archbishop Becket, that, when one day an 
abbot dining at his table told him a number of 
ridiculous legends, he interrupted . him with the 
scornful remark, “So these are your miracles." 
Surely, when we meet with similar absurditie.s, we 
may well treat them in like manner. 

As both Gildas and Bede lived centuries after St. 
Alban’s martyrdom, it is certainly not necessary to 
believe the miracles that we have quoted from them. 
At the same tinje, if we are honest, we must confess 
that events much less startling tlian these, but never- 
theless of a miraculous nature, are occasionally related 
of early saints either by eye-witnesses or by those who 

B ? 
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imt r|iceived« tlfe narrative from tye-^witnesse^ tn 
such cases^ it would be rash to assert absoliitely the 
falsity of such evidence. The supernatural world is 
all around us, our eyes may be holden, and we may 
sometimes be feeling after God when He^is not far 
from us. It is not wonderful if, in the record of lives 
that were lived in the vivid realisation of the super- 
natural, we find at times well-attested incidents that 
are hard to fit in with our experience of the natural 
world. 
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CHAPTER ill 

HERESILS — IHE MISSION OF ST. GERMAN. 

The profti-sion ol Chnslianit) oy Constantine, and 
his final victor^ in 32^, freed the Church throughout 
the empire from the feai of persecUc^Gn But, just as 
It was relieved fiom on^ danger, another presented 
Itself in the heresy ot Anus, a pru st of Alexandria, 
which rajndiy s| read, and e\cn at one time threatened 
to extinguish the Catholic faith 1 he Council of 
Nice, at which British representatives were perhaps 
present, condemned this heresy. The Liturgy of 
our Charch show-* traces of this great struggle in 
the Niccne C ced, and iii the giand h>mn, commonly 
called the Alharasian Cited, whuh states clearly, 
vet succmctl), those ncccssar) definitions which best 
secure us from vain and dangerous speculations 
Thanks to these bulwaiks, the Church of England 
has never in the «.laikcst hour of her existence 
denied her Lord and doubted the efficacy of His 
Passion, but has clung to the principles which, as we 
know from the indubitable testimony of such bulwarks 
of the chuich as St Athanasius and St. Hilary, found 
no stauncher adherents in the early days of peril than 
the bishops and clergy of Bntaind 

* The names of Bntish bishops are not contained m any 
of those piesent at Niczea, but the lists ai^ undoubtedly mcom^ 
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The Ariap h=eresy was succeeded by another, 
which grievously distressed the British Church and 
brought to the front one of the most i^^otable of our 
early saints. About the time when Rome was taken 
by the Goths (409), and wbf^n Britain-i-distracted 
by the irruption of the Piets and Scots and 
weakened by the withdrawal of the imperial legions 
— for a short space suffered, rather than enjoyed, in- 
dependence, a British monk, named Morgan, put forth 

plete. Constantine pressed all t]\e bishops of the Church to be 
present and paid the expenses of such as came, and his con- 
nexion with Britain would have liad intluencc upon the bishops 
of the British Church. Eusebius, however, docs not mention 
Britain, though he speaks of vSpain as the western extremity ; 
and the decrees of the Council are said to have been sent to the 
West by Ilosius, Bishop of Cordova, through the Roman 
presbyters, Victor and Vincentius. 

St. Athanasius says ad Joi'i an. Imp .)\ — ‘^This faith 

all the fathers who assembled in Nicaea confessed ; and all the 
Churches in every place concur with it ; those of Spain, Britain, 
and Gaul, . . . and the Churches of the West, except 

a few that hold with Arius. For we have ascertained by trial 
the judgment of all the foregoing Churches, and we have 
letters.” The same father says, regarding his acquittal by the 
Council of Sardica (347), ‘*more than 3(X) bishops concurred 
with those who gave the decision in our favour, from the 
provinces of Egypt .... Gaul, and Britain.” The presence 
of British bishops at this council is doubtful, as Athanasius’ 
words may merely imply that they afterwards intimated their 
agreement. 

St. Hilary writes in 358, from exile in Phrygia, ‘Ho his 
most beloved and most blessed brothers and fellow bishops of 
Germany .... . and of the provinces of Britain,” and 

congratulates them that they have remained “umlefiled in the 
Lord and unhurt by all contagion of detestable heresy.” — See 
Haddan and Stubbs, i. p. 9, etc. 



HEKESIES — MISSION OF ST, GERMAN. 2 ^ 

his doctrines. He had left his natiw h|nd for Rome, 
and had changed his name for the Greek equiva- 
lent, P^agius, the latter meaning ‘‘ born of^ or 
bekn^ng to, the sea^' a translation of the \Velsh 
“ Morgan^ His teaf^ing, which is controverted in 
the IX. Article of our Church, was that “original 
sin standeth only in the foPowing of Adam.” “ God 
made me,” he said, “ but if J am made nghtcou.s, it 
is my own \.ork..” He was chiefly supported by 
Coelostius, a monk from Ireland, and a bishop named 
Julianus, and was opposed in trenchant writings by 
St. Augustine, who, while he attacked his doctrines, 
expressed his personal regard for Pelagius himself. 
The heresy was introduced into Britain by Agricola, 
son of Severianus, a Pelagian bishop, and speedily 
spread to so great an extent that the orthodox clergy, 
unable to cope with it themselves, were forced to 
summon aid from the sistcr-church of Gaul.^ 

In response to their request, two leading divines 
were sent over (429), — German, bishop of Auxerre, 
a Breton by birth, who therefore would be able to 
speak the British tongue; and Lupus, bishop of 
Troyes, brothi'r of that Vincent of Lerins whose 
“ Commonitorium,” or “ Reminder on behalf of the 
Antiquity and Universality of the Catholic Faith 
against the profane novelties of all Heretics,” is still 
regarded as a work of standard authority. The 

‘ A work wriUen about this time by a Briton named 
Fastidius, who is called by one authority a British bishop, and 
who was inclined towards Semi-Pelagian ism, is still extant. — 
Haddan and Stubbs, i. p. 16 . 
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appointment of tUe two bishops seems to have been 
made by the Galilean Church, and subsequently to 
have received the sanction of Pope Celestine. 

No more imposing figure than that of St. German 
appears all the history o(, the Ancitmt British 
Church. Saint, soldier, orator, and theologian, he was 
in all respects a born leader of men. As reformer 
and administrator, he pla)ed a great part in Britain, 
and the impression of his character and ability 
which he left behind him is testified by the fact 
that nearly all the institutions of his age, and even 
of the age immediately succeeding, are asenbed to 
his foundation.^ His appearance, indeed, marks an 
era ; from his time, if not from his influence, maybe 
traced the first germs m this country of what after- 
wards was to develop into the paiochial s)stemf^ 
Before this tune the clergy li\ed at centies in com 
munities with their bishop, and went from them on 
missions through the country. In the inteival 
between German’s first and second mission, a 
council of the Gallican Church, held at Vaison 
(442), enacted that country parishes should have 
presbyters to preach in them as well as the city 
churches,” and the theory that the new system 

* Tins nny appear a strong statement ; but various Iqgjeads 
and authorities have attributed to him the foundation ^ Ofifotd 
and Cambridge, of the monastents of Llancarfan an# Jjantmt 
Major, the consecration of St. Dyfrig as first Bishop Lkndaflt, 
the introduction of the Galhcan liturgy into Britain, as well as 
other less impossible icforms. 

® See Rees’s “Welsh Saints,’* p. 131} and Pryce’s “Ancient 
British Church,*’ p. 124. 
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wa$ introduced into Britain sodh ^flerwarda^* is 
cpirdborjjted by the fact thaj the oldest existing 
parish churchps m Wales date their earliest founda- 
tion from the time of St. German Altog-^tht r, there are 
eight old fihurches in J^Vales which bear the name of 
St German, 1 and, inasmuch as it has been established 
pretty clearly that it was not in earl) tunes the custom 
in the British Church to <Ldicate a cnurch to a 
patron saint, these churches Leaiing his name* are 

^ The churches, the foumlat ons of which may be ascribed to 
him, are, according to Rees (“Welsh Saints,” p “isi), Llanar- 
inon-m-Ial, Denoighshire ; Llanannon !.)_, f}i>n Ctiiiog, m the 
same county; St ITarmons, Radnorshire, and Llaiifechairi, 
Montgomer>sbue The chapels dedicated to him are Llanar- 
mon under Lhngybi, Carnarvonshire; BtUvvs Garmon under 
LlanGir Isgaei, in the same county; Cupel Gaimon undeir 
Llanrwst, 1>< nbighshne ; and Llanarmon 1 aeh under IJandeg- 
fan, also in Dtnbighshiic. //an means “chinch,” but was at 
first Applied to churches and chapels incliserimmately. 

IS a designation lor chapels, Ca/>e/ is also used for chapel, but 
rarely applies to pai enial chapels, being used ehitfl) for chapels- 
of ease and decayed oratories. Bettvss y Coed, the artists’ 
haunt, IS “the Chapel in theW ood’’, Capel C iing, near Snowdon, 
is the “Chapel of C^uiig,” or Cynque, I lanbens, on the other 
side of the mount^nn, is the “Church of Pens.” Similaily, Llart- 
annon is bt, Garmon’s or “St. German Church”; Bettws Gar 
mon and Capel Garmon are “.St. Ge*rman s Ciiapels. ’ According 
to Piyce (“Ancient British Church”), the ancient cathedral of 
the Comish Britons, as well as that in the Isle of Man, also 
Oexmansweek in Devonshire, were dedicated in St. German’s 
name ; Selby Abbey m the joint names of St Mary and 
St» German. A churclb, recently built in Cardiff, lias bfeen 
dedicated to the same saint. The name of Lupus, in its Welsh 
form, Bleiddian, is preseiwed in the names of two parishes near 
Cardiff j Llanfleiddian Fawr (or Llanblethian, as it is now cor- 
ruptly sp«dt), and Llanfieiddian Fach, or St. Lythan’s. 
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supposed to been founded by him. The same 
rule may also he generally applied to the numerous 
other Welsh clwrches of old foundation, all of which 
bear the names of local saints. The custom of 
dedicating churches to saints ^was introduced about 
A.T). 717, sul)se<iuently to which, for many years, the 
popular saint was St. Michael. The large number of 
Welsh churches dedicated to St. Mary belong to a 
still later period.^ 

As we have contemporary records of St. German’s 
life, the history of his two visits to Britain may be 
accepted as true in the main. The two bishops 
preached daily, not confining their energies to the 
churches, but going forth into the streets and fields, 
arguing and exhorting, confuting error and establish- 
ing the truth. At a council held at St. Alban’s 
(a.I). 429), in spite of the })omp and show of the 
Pelagians, who appeared ‘‘conspicuous for riches, 
glittering in ap[)arel, and supported by the flatteries 
of many,” the eloc[iien(.e of St. German and his friend 
so prevailecl that the assembled multitude broke 
forth into loud a])p]ciiise, and could scarcely refrain 
from using violence towards their adversaries, who 
yielded in confusion. About this time, we are told, 
an irruption of Saxons and Piets carried dismay into 
the hearts of the Britons. So great was the admiration 
of the Britons for the two bishops, that they invited 
them into their camp. It was just before Lent. It 

' Sec Rees, **\VeKh Saints,” where the whole subject of 
Welsh churches and chapels and their dedications is elaborately 
treated. 
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was no uncommon circumstance in ^hose times for 
baptism to be deferred to a late age, not fronf any 
scruples respectjng the lawfulness of infant baptism, 
for no one dreamed of such until comparatively recent 
times, but lowing to jn impiession of the awful 
character of sin committed after baptism. All during 
Lent the bishops preached laily ; "md, at the same 
time, “a church was prepaicd with boughs foi the 
feast of the resu.reciion of our Lord, and so fitted up 
in that maitial crmp as .f ii were in a city.^^ This 
account of church-building cx])lains, what may other- 
wise seem difficult, how St. (Lrman, who was only 
a foreigner, could build eight churches in Wales. 
There was, indeed, litde difficulty in building churches 
at that time. Among the Britons, churches were 
generally built of wood, and covered with reeds or 
straw; stone churches ^\ere very rare. At Easter 
crowds came to be baptised by St. (lerman and 
St. Lupus. The army ad vanned, “ wet with the 
baptismal water,” and Clcrman offered himself as 
their general. He picked out some light-armed 
soldiers, viewed the country round about, and ob- 
serving, in the a ay b} which the enemy was expected, 
a valley cnc'onipassed by hills, in that place he 
drew up his raw trooj>s, himself acting as their 
general. A multitude of fierce enemies presently 
appeared, and as soon as those that la; in ambush 
saw them approaching, German, hearing in his hands 
the standard, oidered his men all in a loud voice to 
repeat his words. The enemy were advancing care- 
lessly, thinking that they were about to surprise the 
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BritonS, wl\/?n the priests cried three times, * AUelhia4* 
A universal shout of the same words fojjlowed, and 
the clefts of -the hills repeated the echo from all 
sides,’' The enemy were struck with panic and fled 
in disorder, casting away their arms,^ many were 
drowned m crossing the neighbouring river. The 
Bntons did not lose a single man, and were inactive 
spectators of their \ictor) Ihe scattered spoils were 
gathered np, and the pious soldiers rejoiced in the 
success which Heaven had granted them 

The stor} of this battle is given *by an authoi 
who wrote less than fittv jears after bt Gti man's 
death , ^ but it is fair to si ite that the battle is not 
mentioned b) an} Welsh authont} Howe\er, the 
existence of the names Maes girmon (the field of 
Gertnan), near Mold, and of 1 lanarmon (St Ger- 
man’s church), close to the same plate, gives partial 
corroboration to the narrative In St German’s 
second visit, he was accompanied b} Severus, after- 
wards bishop of I ner He died shortly afterwards, 
when he was at Ravenna, inteiceding with the 
emperor for the people oi Aimoiua 

‘ Constantius, a presb)tcr of I yons, who wis a contempoTfiry 
of Germafi fur many years Bede borrow:^ from him his 
of German’s mission 
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CHAITER IV. 

THE CONSTITUIION 01 THE CHURCH. 

Tnc hurch’s one foundation 
Is Jcsns Christ our Lord ; 

She IS It is new cre-^tion 
By water and the Woid • 

From heaven He came and so^’ght her 
To be His holy Br de, 

With His own Blood He bought her, 

And for her life He died. 

We often sing these inspiriting words in church ; but 
it is doubtful whether all who utter them really 
understand the nature of the one Catholic Church 
of which they arc singing. Are we English and 
Welsh Churchmen members of that Catholic Church 
which is “founded upon apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone 
The Church of Rome informs us that we are not, 
that we are merely a schism, a broken branch, which 
lacks sustenance through its severance from the 
parent trunk. Others again tell us that external 
unity is of little importance, that what we need is 
an inner spiritual unrty ; but, unfortunately for this 
latter theory, we find that the absence of external 
unity fosters jealousies, rivalries, schisms, and other 
fljingS not ‘‘expedient,” nor calculated to impress 
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scoffers witji dny conviction of our spiritual unity ; 
and, moreover, hi^ory shows us that tendency 
of small, separate bodies is to lose eventually some 
of the cardinal principles of the Christian faith. 
German Rationalism is a terrible warning of the 
danger of rejecting anti(iuity and losing sight of the 
unity and perpetuity of the Catholic Church through- 
out the ages. In this matter history siuiiily corrobo- 
rates the teaching of our Divine Master Himself. 
Nowadays there are many divisions, each one ])ro- 
fessing to have the truth ; i)iit the Cdnircli which He 
founded was to be one and indivisible. Nothing can 
be stronger or more em})hatic on this }K>int than 
His Intercessory Prayer: ‘‘Neither })ray I for these 
•alone, but for tliem also which shall believe on me 
through their word ; That ///cy a// maj be one / as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in u.s ; that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me,” 

The question, then, which this and some following 
chapters attempt to answer is this,— yi/r 7oe one 7mth 
the early British saints ? If we can prove that we 
are, we may rest contented, for we cannot doubt that 
those whom Origen and other early doctors of the 
Church owned as brethren were members of the 
one true Catholic Church for which our Lord prayed. 
In the Apostles’ Creed we profess our belief in “ the 
Communion of Saints.” Do we possess this com- 
munion or fellowshii) ? It is an important question, 
and one which ought to be weighed with seriousness 
and attention. 
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The more we examine the constithtiop and eas- 
terns of the^ncient British Churcl^, the more strongly 
we shall be forced to the conclusion that its proper 
representative is to be found in the Churc-h in Wales 
at the preseilt da3% and in either the Church of 
Rome or any of the Protestant Nonconformist bodies. 
On the one hand, it never acKiiow lodged more than 
a harmlcs-;; primacy on the part of the bishop of 
Rome, and even carried on for centuries the struggle 
for independence against his s^^bseqaent claims of 
dominion ; on the other hand, it acknowledged the 
three orders of bishops, [inests, and d .'aeons. These 
two cardinal points of agieeUient, if substantiated, 
are sufficient to est tblish the identity we assert. 
Without doubt, certain customs and })ractices pre- 
vailed which are not found among us now, but 
these are simply such as may naturally be ex- 
pected in a difn'rent era, involving different circum- 
stances- Such, for example, is the practice of 
monasticism, which in the later days of the inde- 
pendent British Church was a powerful institution, 
productive at that time of great good. But these 
minor points do not affect the main issue, although 
perhaps our tendency now is to look with too much 
suspicion upon practices of other ages or countries 
in which we do not share. 

It will be impossible to do more now than 
establish the existence of episcopacy in the British 
Church from the earliest times. Afterwards the early 
history of the Welsh bishoprics may be entered 
upon, the Welsh monastic system be considered, 
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and, finally, thf$ stoiy be told how centuries befone 
Luther fastened up his Theses, or 

Bluff Harry broke into the sp^nce 

And turn’d the cowls adrift, 

Dunawd and his patriotic successors carried on a 
brave combat against papal tyranny and usurpa- 
tion. 

Until the fourth century, we have no trustworthy 
statements in old historians respecting the constitution 
of the British Church. There is, indeed, a story of a 
regular division of Britain into dioceses in the time 
of King Lucius. There were twenty-eight cities in 
Britain (so the story runs), each of which had a 
pagan flanien, and three of them— London, York, and 
Caerleon, — had arrh-flamens. Fagan and Dyfan estab- 
lished in these cities bishops in the place of flamens 
and archbishops in the place of arch-fiamens. But 
all history is opposed to this story, and Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, who is its original authority, seems to 
have written his history on the theory, that the more 
wonderful the story the more likely it was to be true* 
It has not much more foundation, indeed, than the 
history of Ro[)inson Crusoe. AVith old Fuller, we 
may say that “ his flamens and ard^flamens seem 
flams and arch-flams, even notorious falsehoods.” In 
the fourth century, however, we have evidence bf the 
most positive kind of the existence of an episcopal 
church. British bishops attended the council Of 
Axles, A.D. 3T4, and of Ariminum, a.b. 359. It i$ 
not certain whether they were present or not at 
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Nice, A.i). 325, and at Sardica, a.d. 3l7;\but, if not, 
they certainly gave in their aahcMon to the decrees 
of the first council, and to the acquittal of St. Atha- 
nasius by the second. At AjIcs, th’-ee bisKops 
attended — b'^>oriiis of York, Restitutus of London, 
and Adelfius of Caeileoii (Colonia Londmensium 
in the entry, jaobably a mistake for Colonia Legion- 
ensium).- "^'oTk, 1 ondon, and Caerieon were the 
capitals of the three Roman pro\inces, Maxima 
Ca:5snriensis, Britannia Pinna, ana Brhannia Secunda. 
It has been ihoughf^ that Adclhus may be the same as 
the Welsh Cadfrawd, but the grounds of the identifica- 
tion are very slight. Besidts the three bishops, Sacer- 
dos, a priest (presbyter), and Arminius, a deacon, 
attended the council. At the council of Ariminum 
a number of British bishops attended, as may be 
inferred from the statement that, although the A([uL 
tanians, Gauls, and Britons generally declined the 
hospitality of the emperor, three of the British 
bishops, were mduced, from poverty, to accept it, 
rather than burden private individuals.^ The canons 

’ See Chajitcr iii. note " Iladdan and Stubbs, i, p. 7. • 

® Rees, “Welsh Saints,” p. 100, of. p. 93. Cadfiawd was 
“ a saint and bishop,” but his exact dalt is iirtcertain, though 
certainly very early. One authority places him about the 
beginning of the third century ; Rees places him ^ arly in the 
fourth. 

* Sulpicius Severus, writing about a.d. 400, says: “this 
(viz., to use the emperor’s hospitality) seemed unseemly to our 
bishops, and to the Gauls and Ilritons . ^ . Three only from 
Britain, through poverty, availed themselves of the public 
provision.” — Haddan and Stubbs, i. p. 10. 

C 
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of the Council of Arles still exist, and are such as 
mighl be set forth by a council of Anglican bishops. 
They recognise the existence of the three orders of 
bishops, priests, and deacons ; order that at the con- 
secration of a bishop no less than three bishops shall 
be present,^ and settle various other matters of disci- 
pline according to the usage of Catholu' Christendom. 
There is not the slightest doubt that the constitution 
of the British Church in the fourth century corre- 
sponded exactly to the constitution of tlie Church in 
Wales at the present day. 

But if, owing to the paucity of ret^orded facts, we 
have no positive statements rcspe<'ti ng the existence 
of an cpisco}>al constitution in the British Church 
earlier than this lime, we have, at least strong pre- 
sumptive evidence that episcopal order was recognised 
in Britain from the earliest period. No other forai 
of Church government than the episcopal has ever 
been proved to hvivc existed in the Catholic or Or- 
thodox Church from the time of the Apostles down- 
ward; and if Britain liad varied in its practice from 
other Christian churches, some mention of the fact 
might be expected fiom 1'crtullian, Origen, and the 
other fathers and historians who alluded in the earliest 
times to the Church in Britain. The evidence regard- 
ing the practice of the Catholic churches in general 
cannot be lightly put aside. Ignatius, himself bishop 
of Antioch in a.d. 69, and a disciple of the Apostle St. 
John, bears emphatic testimony to the existence and 


‘ Canon xx. See Iladdan and btuhUs, i. p. 7. 
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aiilhority of three orders^ m the <3iUrch. J^ena;t|a 
{bom are. a.i>. r 3 o)^ a disrj|>le of ihe oiartyr FoI}carp, 
who himsSlf wa-j a disciple ot St John, traces the de- 
scend of the hfbhops of Rome from the Apostles.* JsTo 
doubt, ^^htn the Apgstles vere bishops, the Greek 
words for bishop and priest, or elder, were used 
s)non)inously for the sccc nd order, but no valid 
argument foi presbytenanisai < an be drawn from this, 
because m the New 'i cstainent itself we find Timothy 
and Titus exeu.ang the epi'jcojial ohiee, and we find 
that each of the se\c’ chuichts of Asia had its 
^‘angel,’ a wool oi the sune nnpori as a])Ostlc. Ail 
that IS pro\ed 1} such cbjcaions is that bishops 
were first called apostles or angels, and then, from 
respect to the originaj twelve, those titRs were dropped, 
and the moic modest title of bishoj) (o\eiseer) was 
taken instead but c\cn those who contest this 
])Oint agree that in the second ctnlurv cj iscopacy 
was definite!} established ‘ Nulla ecclesia sine 
e])iscopo’ (ILere is no Church without a bishop), 
“ has,’ confeNses tin scepiie Cnbbon, ‘‘ been a fact 
as wx'll as a maxim emcc the time of Tertulhan and 
Irenxus so that it would be hard indeed for 
anyone to conte^nd that the british C'hurch w’^as ever 
other than cjiiseojialian, as it is thi^ cla\ ^ 

' borne ha\e sup]>osud that the Cohmjbaa ( luirch, which 
the a1 hot of loni was tlu head, wa'^ a prssbjtcuan Church. 
As thi» Chunh w \s clostl> related to the Bntish Church, it 
may be well to s in that this iheoi') is refuted b) the life of 
Columba, wntten b) Adanman, ninth abbot of Iona. lie 
redates two mstanees of the exercise of episcopal functions, in 
which he clearl} tieals them as the exclusue pinileges of the 
C 2 
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The ancient British Church then, we may conclude, 
was not a presbyterian body, neither did it consist of 
a number of independent congregations ; it was one 
united whole — united in itself, united with the Catholic 
Church throughout the world, and united with its 
Divine Lord as the Church’s Head ; it repeated with 
us the same creeds ; it lived its supernatural life on 
earth through its union with its Master, and by the 
same faith and the same sacraments as we. “ Esto 
perpetua'^ (May it live for ever) was the prayer of 
Cdleridge for the Church of England, and, while 
we join therein, we iiere in Wales ])ray for the 
perpetuity of that Church for which Alban shed his 
blood, for which Cerman fought the battle of or- 
thodoxy, and Dunawd fought the battle of indei)en* 
dence from alien rule. 

episcopacy. Columba himself recognise'! the superior grade of a 
Inshop who visited him. It is true that the !>ishops were under 
the monastic rule, and in respect of jitrisdiction were subject to 
the presbyter-abbot of Iona : but in virtue of their they 

were superior to their abljot. They alone could ordain, celc> 
brate the eucliarisi with the ponuhcal rite, and fulfil the dlher 
exclusively episcopal functions; and they received the honour 
due to their office. It may be a<lded that in tlie British Church 
there is no certain trace of bishojis licing subject to abbots, even 
in respect of jurisdiction, — .See Skene, “ Celtic .Scotland,” ii. 
pp. 42- 44; 94 5. Ifaddan and Stubbs, i. p. 14J. 
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Cl I AlTKIl V. 

TIIK WIXSH JIlSIiOPRICS. 

'J'hk 1 \asion of the English flooded iirilain again 
with the darkness of Paganism, and only in the north 
and west did the light ot C'hristhmity continue to 
shine. The bislioprics of Ix)ndon and Vork became 
for the time extinct, while in cbe west the see of 
Caerleon appeals to have shared the fate of the 
Roman {)rovince, with which it was, probably, co- 
ext<‘nsivc, and to have been broken up into a number 
of smaller bishopriv s. I>esjdes the bishops of these, 
however, there were^ pet haps, *airher bishops who had 
no settled d*ocescs, but generally filled the position 
of abbots over monasteries. Among such, possibly, 
was I'udwal, who is mentioned as a bishop in Car- 
narvonshire, and whose name reanains in that of an 
island off the cuasi of that county, ir. which is a 
ruined chapel dcchi ated to the saint. Other bishops 
of this class were Cynin, who lived at Llangynin, 
in Carmarfhenshire, (iistlianus of Menevia, and 
J^aulinus of d'vgwyn. Paulinus, or Pawl Hen, was a 
man of some note. A native of North l^ritain, he came 
south and studied under llltyd, at his celebrated 
college of Llaiitwit Major. Afterwards, he himself 
founded a monastery at Tygvvyn ar Daf, or Whitland, 
in Carmarthenshire, and gained great repute as a 
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teacher, so fhat*^ David and Teilo were among hi** 
students. Vei*)' fe\Y, probably, who, afty passing 
through the wild mountainous scenery qn the Merthyr 
and ferccon Railway, westof 1 ahy-llyn, look out on the 
gentle Ll)n Safaddan, know Hiat the liftle church 
of Llangors, hard by, is dedicated to this saint. His 
name is also preserved in Cnpel Peulin, near Lland- 
dewi Brefi. Not very far from Llanddewi, also, in 
the parish of Caio, at Pant-)-rolion, a stone used to 
stand, which has l>«en supposed to mark the place 
of his burial, d'he inscrn)tion, written in bad I^tin 
verse, may be rendered: One who kept the faith, 

and ever loved his country, Ilcio Paiilmus lies, a 
most pious observer of justice.’^ d1ie stone is now 
preserved on the estate of Dolan Oothi. Paulinus 
is mentioned as attending the celebrated synod of 
Llanddewi Brefi shorti} beloic A.o. 569. 

Of the settled liishopiics, foundation of Me- 
nevia, or St. Davids, is ff^Wy ascribed to the 
illustrious saint whose name lias supeiscded the old 
name of the [liare, but,, as has been mentioned, the 
name of an earlier l>ishop has been jircserved. St. 
David is said to have died m a.o. 601. 

The sec of f.landaff was founded through the in- 
fluence of D)fiig, or Dubri( lu^, who resided there as a 
suffragan bishop, and the liberality of the prince of 
Glamorgan, Aj^rig ab 'few'drig, wlio is .said to have 
endowed ihe*ee. 'I'his prince also founded 
church of Merthyr Tew'diig, now called Mathern, in 
memory of his father, Tewdrig, slain there in battle 
against the heathen Saxons. 1 'hc date of St. Dyfrig’s 
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death is given by the ‘'Annales CamBrifle’’ and ^^Lihet 
Laudavensis” as a. d. 612. He had previously rcSigned 
the see, aSd been succeeded by^St. Teilo, who is also 
accounted a founder. 

About tlt3 same tiny, a bishopric was founded at 
Llanbadarn Fawi', near Abeiystwith, by St Padarn, a 
native of Brittany (Armorica). He studied under I Utyd, 
at Llantwit iMajor, and after\\aids founded a monastery 
and a bishopric at the place called after him, Llanba- 
darn Fawr (St. Tadanib Church tlie Greater). His 
history is obscure. Th^re were three others named 
Paternu.s, two of wtioin were bishops of Vannes, and 
one a bishop of Avranches, but Padarn of Wales must 
be distinguished from his namesakes. He is styled in 
the Triads one of the thicc blessed visitors of the isle 
of Britain. I'he otiiers were Dewi (St. David) and 
Teilo. “They wcie so called because they went as 
guests to th. houses of the noble, the plebeian, the 
native, and tiie stranger, without accepting either fee 
or reward, 01 victuals or drink ; but what they did 
was to teach the faith in Qirist to every one with- 
out |>ay or thanks.^ Besides which, they gave to the 

‘ For a like example of disinterestedness on the part of early 
Celtic Christians, see Bede {“ Ilistoria Ecclesiastica/^ iii. 27), 
who relates that many Enj^lishmen, who had retired to Ireland 
in the time of the bishops Fiuan and Colman, and had devoted 
themselves there lo a monastic life or to s^udy, were very 
ho.spitably treated. “The Irish willingly received thtsm all, 
and took care to supply them wdth food, as also to furnish them 
with books to read, and their teaching, all gratuitously'* (about 
A.D. 664). The libellous statements of the vulgar school of 
sceptics with respect to the early Christians are refuted by 
pas.sages such these. 
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poor and needy gifts of their gold and silver, their 
raiment and provisions.” 

St. Padarn was succeeded as bishop by Cynog, who 
afterwards became bi.shoji of Menevia. The bishopric 
of Llanbadarn lasted at le^st until 720, for it is 
mentioned at that date in the Welsh Chronicles. 
It is supposed to have been in(:or[)orated with St. 
David’s, in consecpience of the murder of Idnertli, 
the last of its bishops, by the i)eoj)le. 

The bishopric of St. Asaph, or Tlanelwy, was 
founded by St. Kentigern, who died a.d. 612,^ and 
received its later name from its .second bishop, A.saf, 
a disciple of Kentigern. Kentigern, or C) ndeyrn, 
was born in North Pritain, and from liis good (jualities 
was styled Mwyngu, corrupted into St. Mungo. " He 
founded also the see of ( ilasgow. He was driven from 
his northern see by the king, ]\Iorken, rind retired to 
Wales, where he founded the bishopric of Llanel wy. He 
was recalled to Scotland by Rederech, or Rhydderch 
Hael,^ the prince of the Stratliclyde Britons, and, 
resuming his bishopric, /uunded a ( hurch at (Ma.sgow^ 
where the cathedral now stands. Mils tomb is still 
pointed out in the magnificent crypt. , The cathedral, 
famous for its iireservation by the citizens of Glasgow 

' “Annales Cainbrut*, ’’ Skene (“Celtic Scotland,’' ii. 197) 
gives evidence in support 0/603 as tlie^more prohalde date. 

- Mwyngu is derived from the Welsh J/tcjv/, amiable, ami 
C«, dear; Cyndeyrn from Cyn^ chief, and feyni^ lord. 

^ liael means “the Liberal.” This i>rincc obtained his 
throne as a result of the battle of Arddcryd, fought at Arthuret, 
irear Carlisle, in which the Christian ]>arty of Strathclyde 
triumphed over the pagan party, 573. 
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from destructive zeai of the Keformerg, still bears 
his name. Three miracles ascril^ed to him are yet 
kept in me^or;^ by the tree, the bird,* and the fish 
with a ring in its mouth, which form the armorial 
bearings of tfie city. 

The first bishop of Bangor was Deiniol Wyn, son 
of the celebrated Abbot Dunawd. He founded the 
monastery of Jkingor Deiniol, or Bangor Fawr, and 
the munificence of the Prince Maelgwn Gwynedd 
made this the < entre of a new see. Deiniol died in 
A.D. 584, and was buried in the isle of Bardsey. 

The five bishoprics corres]>onded fairly to the prin- 
cipalities of the time of lljeir erection— St. David^s 
including Dyfed, with part also of Cardiganshire, 
and at different times othei districts also ; Llandaff 
including(h\ent (Monmouthshire) and Morganwg (Gla- 
morgan) ; Llanbadarn being the diocese for Ceredi- 
gion and embracing the north of Cardiganshire with 
jiarts of Brecknockshire, Radnorshire, and’ possibly 
Montgomeryshire : Llanelwy including Powys and 
the district of IVrfeddwlad ; and Bangor correspond- 
ing to Gwynedd. Besides these sees, there are also 
traces of a few others. At Llanafan Fawr, in Brecon- 
shire, there is an ancient inscription in I.atin, signi- 
fying, Here lies St. Afan, bisho])." It is supposed 
that this place was for a short time the centre of 
a bishopric, which was afterwards merged in the see 
of Llanbadarn, Tradition mentions among the 
British bishops who were present at the conference 
wdth St. Augustine, a bishop of Morganw’g, distinct 
from the bishop of Llandaff, and also a bishop of Wig, 
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and a bishpp of Caerfawydd or Hereford* The firsit 
is supposed to h^ve had his seat at^Margain, in 
Glamorganshire. Wig, or Weeg, wa§ in Archenfield^ 
on the Wye, in Heiefordshire.^ 

^ lulo MSS. p. 54S. Sec alv> p. 122, /o /. 
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IHL WnSH bi-^HOPRKS — SI. 

**TaK world knows nothin^^ of it', greatest men/' sajs 
ArUvelde, in Sir Henry JcnlorS beautiful, but much- 
neglected drama, and the line x curred to me in a 
somewhat different sen‘^e than it is ihere used, when 
I sought for materials for a hte of bt. David. Thai 
he was bishoj'i of Menevia, or St. DaMd\ is certain ; 
but when particulars oi his life and labours are asked 
or, It IS difficult to separate fact from romance. 
wc know^ of Shakespeare that he li\cd, >vrote, and 
died, but can gatlier little else from the mass of 
stories that have gatheied around his name, save the 
farts that he married, bought some hoiisc% and left a 
will, we can scarce!) be surprised that in the case of 
a saint of such antiquity little tiustwoithy evidence is 
left After reading the legend of bt. DaMcfs life by 
Rhyddmarch, and its Welsh suiruiary (which I read 
in a translation), I did not guc up in despair the 
task of ascertaining the truth, as there still remained 
the life by Gnaldus Cambiensis, from whom, as being 
an author of repute, I expected a narrative of more 
historic pretensions. But after wading through several 
pages of the Mediaeval Latin in w'hich that life is 
written, I am constrained to confess that I found 
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nothing which can be produced as serious history. 
Wfiat is given as such by professed historians and 
encyclopaedists is simply a digest of/ the legends, 
deprived of their marvellous incidents, and made 
sufficiently dull to satisfy , the requirenients of the 
modern student. What we have left of St. David is 
merely now//iis umbra^ the ghost or shadow of 

a great name. 

The reason for rejecting these legends does not He 
in the miracles with which they abound : tljc age of 
miracles was not past in St. David s day ; I doubt if 
it is past now, though men shut their eyes and give 
the most ingenious ex})lanalions of miraculous occur- 
rences. The lives of (General (lordon and of many 
great saints of modern times contain miracles more 
truly wonderful than any found in the legends of 
St. David. The legends must be rejected because 
they are utterly absurd ; the miracles are sometimes 
as comical as those of the modern spiritualists. 'Fheir 
writers sought for tlie stories which wer(‘ abroad, and 
wrote them down, ]>ossibly with imj>rovcmcnts of 
their own, and the results arc e(|ually amusing and 
disastrous, (iiraldus, in his preface, a}>j>ears to feel 
his awkward position: he apologises for having written 
the life of St. David. He did not wish‘'to do it hitri- 
self, but he was forced by his fellow-canons {f rat rum 
/amen et couranonicorum vietus insiautia)^ so he pleads. 
The life is divided into ten Ics.sons, witli a collect at 
the close, and a responsion for the choir, showing 
that it was written for the puri)Ose of being read in 
church, probably on the feast-day of the saint. So, 
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too, the life by Rhyddniarch ends witlf two collects. 
It mast be acknowledged in fairness to the Church 
of Rome was at first oppr)sed ta the reading 

of these lessotis/'and would admit nothing but the 
canonicaj. S(Ti|)tiires, but^was at last forced to give 
way, in compliance with the custom of the Gallican 
C'hurch, which the liritish Cihurch followed. St. 
Bernard in one of his letters allows the practice, 
but objects to newly-composed Ii\es being written, 
unless they were the composition of men of eminent 
authority and couched ii. a dignified style. In the 
Middle Ages it was a inattei of some importance for 
an author to write a life >\hich was read in church, 
as he thereby became ( lassical. The new reading 
of an old life,’' says Professor Brewer, “proved an era 
in the literary career of a ^Fedimval author not to be 
forgotten.'’ 

On the whole, the life of St. David by Rhyddniarch 
whicli Giraldiis miTcly rewTOte, is a very favourable 
specimen of these legends. It is at least better than 
that of St. Cadoc of Llancarfan, who, according to 
his legend, after pro\ ing a general pest to his neigh- 
bourhood by causing various people who offended 
him to be swallowed up by the earth, to be 
blinded, or to disappear like smoke, w^as carried on 
a Palm Sunday, in a white cloud, to the city of 
Beneventum, in Italy, where he w'as i^^ade bishop 
and was martyred. Rhyddniarch, or Riceniarchus, 
w^as bishop of St. David’s from a.d. 1088 to 1098. 
He says that he collected his materials from ancient 
manuscripts, chiefly belonging to St. David’.<^, w^hich 
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he “had gathered together that they should not be 
losf, sucking most subtlety, as with the mouth df a 
bee, from a flowery garden of thick ^lerbs, for the 
glory of the Father, and the benefit oh others/' He 
proceeds “ And with respect to self, who am 
named Ricemarchiis, and who, how'cvcr rashly, have 
applied to these things the ra])acity of my scanty wit, 
may they, w^hoever shall read them with a devout 
mind, afford assistance by their prayers, that as the 
clemency of the father, like that of the spring, has 
granted a little flower of intelligence in the summer 
heat of the flesh, it may at length bring me, with 
ripened works to the fruit of a good Itarvest, the 
vapours of concupiscence being dried up before the 
end of my course. .So tliat when the reapers, having 
separated the tares of the enemy, shall fill the barns 
of the heavenly country with the most valuable 
sheaves, they niviy place me as a little sheaf of the 
latest han’^est in the hall of the heavenly gate, to 
behold God for ever, who ;s over all, (iod blessed for 
ever and ever.” It is loiuhing in the midst of the 
bad I^tin and the vieiously-flond style to see the 
same feelings stirring the venter as now stir mankind 
— the desire of leaving his name to live among his 
fellows and the higher desire of reaching at last the 
realities of the presence of God. 

St David (so the legends run) was the son of 
Sandde, a chief of Cardigan, and of Non, otherwise 
called Nonneta', or Neniela. Before his birth his 
father was warned in sleep by an angel that on the 
next day, having killed a stag, hear the River Tcify, he 
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sh<>tild find there a fish and a swarm of bees'with 
their honey. These should nymboliae thd natur^’ of 
the son that he should have, the filh showing his life 
of abstinence, the honeycomb his wisdom, and the 
stag his powei over the Old Serpent, the Devil, So, 
too, it came to pass ?>efore his birth and at his 
baptism wondrous tilings were done, and w'hen he 
was yet young liis fcllow-scholirs marvcl^'d at him, 
for the) saw , pigeon with a golden beak playing 
about his mouth, and tcTching him, nnd singing to 
him the hymns of God. Po it came to pass that he 
went to Paulinus, and in a certain island was taught 
by him in “three parts of reading.” But Paulinus 
fell blind, and he called his disciples to inspect his 
eyes. When it came to Davids turn, he refused, for 
during ten years in which he had been learning the 
Scriptures from him, he had never ventured to look 
up at his face. But at Paulinus’s request he touched 
and blessed ais eyes, and they weje immediately 
restored. 

On a ceitain day David, wuth Aidan, Eli and 
Ismael, and a large number of faithful disciples, 
assembled and w^nt to a place which had been 
pointed out to liim, named Gl)n Rosyn. Here he 
was opposed by a Scot or Irisliman,^ named Boia, 
and his wdfe, and they sought to sia) David and his 

‘ The word “Scot” originally signified “Irishman,” The 
Scots from Ireland se tied in what is now Argyleshire and 
thereabout, and eventually gave their name to the whole of 
North Britain. The ancient name of Scotland was Alban, and 
its natives were Britons and Pjcts. 
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discii)Ies ; but U fever seized the party on the way, so 
that they could not go further, and when they returned, 
behold I all their cattle and sheep anc^lt^ horses were 
dead. So they submitted themselVes’V and gave to 
St. David the whole of (llyn Rosyn f^r a perpetual 
j^ossession ; and David said to Boia, Your cattle 
will be restored to life.” And so it came to pass. 
Yet did not these wicked ones cease to vex I )avid ; 
but at last they were slain, and fire came from heaven 
and consumed their cattle. 

So, being freed from the malice of their enemies, 
David and his disciples built a great monastery. A 
fountain of water also appeared in answer to Davids 
prayer, for in the summer there was lack of water : 
as, too, there was no wine in the c«^untry for the Holy 
Eucharist, the water was turned into wine. 

David also gave a little bell to Aidan, who .sailed 
to Ireland, but he forgot to take the hell with him, 
and he .sent a messenger to David, saying, “Send me 
the little bell.” Then David said to the messenger, 
“Go, boy, to thy master.” And when he returned, he 
found that the bell had reached Aidan before him. 

At the bidding of an angel, David also went to 
Jerusalem with Kliud or Teilo and Paclarn. 'i'here 
he received many gifts from the Patriarch, among 
the rest a remarkable bell. 'J’hese gifts they did not 
bring with them, because the carriage would have 
been burdensome, but after their return they found 
them in their monasteries. 

The heresy of the Pelagians having increased, a 
synod was held at Brefi (now Llanddewi Brefi, not 
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far from Lampeter),^ Being in a difficulty^ the clergy 
sent for David, who at first rej^ised lo come, but 
when he furdicr importuned, assented* When 
he cuinc to the synod, he refused to stand on the 
lieap of clothes w hich oU\ers before had used to laise 
tliem, so that their vou'cs might be heard, but he 
ordered a handkerchief to oe placed on the ground, 
and he stood thereon. As he preached, the earth 
under him rose to a hill, and he was lieard by all the 
j'Vnod; w’herofote he was hailed by all archbishop. 
Afterw'ards he held nnoiher synod, called the Synod 
of Victory, 

At last a message came lo him by an angel, I'he 
day that has long been desired is now^ accounted 
very near/’ He replied, t ord, now let d'liy servant 
depart in i^care.’’ The angel further told him that 
his death would lake ]*la('c on the ist of March. 
On that day ‘the city was tilled at the tone of cock- 
crowung with angelic choirs, and w^as musical with 
heavenly songs and full of the sw^eetest fragrance. 
In the morning, w’hilc the clergy were singing psalms 
and hymns, the Lord Jesus condescended to bestow 
His presence for the consolation of the father, as He 
had promised by tlie angel. When he saw Him, he 
fully rejoiced in spirit, and said, ‘ I'ake me With 
d'hee.’ On these wwds, Christ being his companion, 

’ This statement of the legends concerning the cause of the 
synod is probabl) Incoirect. See Haddan and Stubbs, i. p. 
I JO. The canons of St. David’s synods still exist, and have 
nothing to do with Pelagianism. For particulars of St. Davief s 
synods, see chapter \x. p. 190. 

D 
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he gave up his life to God; and the angelic host 
accompanying hira^hewent to the heavenly countr}'.*^ 

Such is an abstract of the legei)d St. liavid. 
Such was the substitute which the tw^fth and suc- 
ceeding centuries had for the ‘‘ r*^grim^s Progress 
and the nineteenth century’s religious novel. I have 
given this one specimen, as it may be interesting, 
and in some res})ects useful. It is, I fear, poor 
stuff,” but it {)erha[)s after all breathes a more manly 
piety than much of the religious literature which some 
of its severest critics would condone. 

It will be surmised that the dates of St. David’s 
life are very uncertain. According to one manu- 
script of the old Welsh record, the ‘^Annales 
Cambrise,” he was born in 458. His death is com- 
puted by Archbishop Usher to liave taken place in 
544. The “Annales CambrLe,” however, gives the 
date as a.d. 601. But, amid all this uncertainly 
about details of his life, there is little as to the 
importance of his work. The number of ancient 
churches which bear his name is large, and these in 
all probability owe, in some way or other, their 
foundation to his exertions. This computation is 
made without taking into account the subordinate 
churches and chapels belonging to a later age W’hich 
were not founded by him, but afterwards dedicated 
to his memory. A list of twenty ancient churches, 
of which Dewi was the owner,” is given in a poem 
by Gwynfardd Brycheiniog, who lived between 1160 
and 1230. According to Professor Reesj “in the 
six counties of North Wales there is not one churc^li 
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that bears his name In the ongmal dioeeje of 
Llandaif he has but chapes, and only three 
in what is %i\oposcd to have been the original diocese 
of Llanbl^l^h/' The results of his labours still 
live, and arc a 'uore n arable ard duiable monument 

t 

to bis mtmorj thin the legends by which that 
memory is only obscured ^ 

^ For St David’s wot o It^iaK of the Irish Church, see 
chapters XI ard ki \ 
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CHAPTE^l VI L 

THE WELSH lilSHOPRICS — LI.ANDAFF. 

Advocates of disestablishment and disendowment 
often say that the Church is a creation of the StaU , 
and that the clergy are ‘‘State-paid.” Readers of 
the foregoing chapters have already had facts brought 
before them which show that the Church in Rritain 
really preceded the State ; that what some would call 
the child is really hundreds of years older than its 
mother. As regards the other statement, Ciuirch 
history show's us that endowments were given in early 
times in much the same way as they are given now', — 
sometimes by local princes, sometimes by private indi- 
viduals, and that the figment of a national endowanent* 
is a monstrous absurdity. It furnishes us with the 
reason of the inequalities of revenues in v arious parts 
of England and Wales at the present day, which 
would not exist if the clergy w^ere “ State-paid,” but 
are readily comprehended when we remember that 
each bishopric and each rectory is a separji|e corpora- 
tion, with its special endowment, and That some 
consequently have had large sums given them and 
some small, or that some which h<|d large sums once 
have lost them by acts of tyranny, each little corpo- 
ration having its separate and distinct history. It 
may be useful, then, while considering the early history 
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of the diocese of Llaijdaff, to take some notice of the 
deeds of gifts contained in the “ Liber Landavensis,” 
a most intci*‘‘^sting work compiled in the twelfth cen- 
tury by Gcof|-ey, brother of Uiban, bishop of Llandaff, 
and containing the earl history of that see.^ 

I'he first bishop of Llandaff was Dyfrig, or Dubri- 
( ills, and the first endowmv.nt of the see is stated to 
hvive been given by Meung^ a prince of Glamorgan. 
The “Liber Landavensis” says: — “I'hey granted 
ro him, with consent of King Ivleurig and of the 
princes, clerg)^, and })eople, the episcopal see, which 
was founded in the district of Lla>^daff in honour of 
St. Peter the Apostle, widi these boundaiies : — From 
Mcnriwgunna to Rhiwffynon, and from Cynlais to 
the sea, the whole district between the Taff and Ely, 
with their fish and wears for fisheries, and its dignity 
free from all service, regal and secular, except only 
daily prayer and ecclesiastical service for his soul 
and for the souls of his parents, kings and princes 
of Britain, and of all the faithful deceased ; and 
with its jirivileges, without any governor or dejiuty- 

Tliis work, ;tlso calKnl tlie “ Hook of 'reilo,” ^\as completed 
alxnit A.l). 1133. 'J'ke earlier charters which it contains, and 
which I have quoted and rdludcd to, are not to be considered 
as contemjHirary with their professed dates, but are rather 
embodiments of the traditions respecting the acquisition of 
lands by the see of Llandaff, which were gene’ally accepted as 
true by that see in the twelfth century. There is evidence 
\vhich makes it probable that “ real materials existed for the 
compilation of thu) book.” (Iladdan and Stubbs, p. 147, n&U,) 
Lven at the lowest estimate of their value, the documents show 
us what were the ideas of the twelfth century respecting the 
manner in which Church endow'ments were bestowed. 
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governor, without attendance at public courts, either 
within or without the district, without going on 
military expedkions, without keeping over the 
country, in or out of it, and with free co anionage to 
the inhabitants of the who^e diocese in fields and 
vroodSjin water and in pastures : ilh its coin l roui[)]ete 
within itself, free and entire as n regal tourt; with 
its refuge not for any limited time, but to be perpetual 
— that is, that the fugitive might remain safe under its 
protection as long ns he should wish, and with the 
bodies of the kings of the whole diocese of Llandaff 
given and committed to it for ewer d'hc diocese to 
have five hundred wards, the bay of Severn, Ergyng, 
and Anergyng. from Morhros, on the banks of the 
Wye, as far as the island Tcithi," Krgyng, or Archen- 
held, is that part of Herefordshire south-west of the 
Wye; Mochros is i^obably Morcas, nine and a half 
miles west-north-wcst of Hereford , and Terthi appears 
to be Barry. 'I’he boundaries given are nearly the 
same as those of the present dioccsc, with the addition 
of Ergyng. The king is stated to have perambulated 
the territory, cairying the (io^pcls on liis ha< k, and 
accompanied by ‘The clergy with < rosses and relics in 
their hands, and spi inkling the holy watci, together 
.with the dust of the pavement of the (iuirch/^ A 
blessing was pronounced **on ail those who should 
keep the alms with the aforesaid dignity of privilege 
and refuge, and a curse on all who should in any 
degree violate it, either great or small.'* 

We are also told that Mochros was given to the 
church of Idandafif ind its pastors for ever, by Kibg 
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Meung ahd the j)ni 3 ccs. Here, thdh, wc hi^ve an 
account of the estabhshmeat of a diocese, anti its 
partial endowment by a petty pnric^e long before the 
S/aft of Enr and existed It nay be urged that the 
dnisionwas made and thj endov^ment bestowed under 
S/a/i patronage, inasmuch a> it ^^as donebva prince; 
but, even if tins argument be pushed to its farthest 
limit, tli^ r-^veniie^ so given were not considered as 
'‘national re'Cnues” afterwards when the petty 
oimcedom ft 11, but stiii icinamcJ n the possession 
of the chuirh Ihe tci ns of endowment here given 
are widely different fron tho^e which advocates of 
disestablishment msmin*c when they speak of the 
(]erg> being “StUc paid ’ 

Other cndowunenls are id to have been bestowed 
on the set m the time of Dubncius by other prince- 
lings Ihe exact terms of these endowments are 
given, with the names ol the witnesses and usually 
( on< iude wiih "onic piajtr of this kind “May 
ucacebclo tnose who keep it and on its violaters 
a curse/’ I be following is a summar) ot these docu- 
ments — “ King Pcbiau, son ot l.rb, granted the 
manor of (.larthbcrm as tar as the black marsh be- 
tween the wood, and field and watei, and the 
]>ropcrty of King Cjstennvn, his lather m law, beyond 
the River Wye, to (^od and Diibncius, and to Luna- 
pems, his cousin, lor ever ’ This was ^Llangystcnniii 
Garthbenni, in Eig>ng, and does not now exist 
Pebiau also gave Llangerniw, with “an uncia of land^^ 
about i8o acies , also “Lann Junabui.” Cynvyn 
and (^wyddai, sons of Pebiaii, gave “ three uncias at 
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Cum Barruc,” in the Golden Valley, to Dubricius. 
Dryttwn and Ilinc gave Llanvocha. Erb, king of 
(iwent and Ergyng, gave Cil Hal. Pebiau gave four 
undas of land at Conloe, on the W)(;\ Gwordog, 
during the reign of Mcrclnvyn ap Glewys, when he 
“consecrated his daughter,” Dulon, to be a nun, gave 
Dubricius four modii of land (about thirty-six acresb 
at Forth 'rulon. Noc ab Artluir gave Penn Alun 
(Penaly, near lenby) and Llandcilo-fawr with its 
two territories, “and likewise tl'ie territory of the 
Aquilensians,” that is, Llanddowror. 

The legend of Dubricius, inserted in tlie “Tibet 
Tandavensis,'’ is merely one of the lives written to be 
read as lessons, and ('ontains with other absurdities a 
story “ ada})tcd ” from Roman legetid, wTich reads 
rather strangely in its new' place. Dubricius was 
bidden by an angel to found a church where he found 
a w'hite sow wdth her pigs, and ac( ordingly he built the 
c'hurcli of Mochros, “the moor ot the pigs.” Tittle can 
w'ith safety be asseiled of Dubric ius. He is said to 
have dwelt with disc ij>lcs at i knilan, and afterwards at 
Mochros, and it is noted that Hentland, in Krchcn- 
held, is dedicated to him, and contains traces of 
ancient buildings. Final]}, he resigned his see and 
w'ithdrew^ to a monaslei\ in the island of Enlli, 
or Bardsey, where he died, 'i'he “Tiber Lancia 
vensis” gives .November 14, 612, as the date of Ids 
death. PI is successor m the see of Tlandaff was St. 
'Peilo. In 1120, his bones w'erc removed from 
Bardsey, and buried in the cathedral of I.Iandaff, 
before the altar of St. IMary, tow^ards the north side. 
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CHAI^'ER VIIL 

THE WELSH lUSHOPRICb - -LLAXDAFf — ST. TEIT.O. 

'I HE Church ut Christ is^prc-emincntly the Church ot 
the poor. Onr Jivinc Master cair e to preach the 
gospel to the poor,” and left the care of the poor as a 
}K:rpetual charge to his follower'^. One of the most 
licalthy signs in tl’ie life of the Church at the present 
tinitJ is the attention that is ])aid to tliis class, and 
the welcome that an earnest clergyman receives at 
their hands. It is sometimes said that the Church 
of England is the Church of the rich ; but, although 
there still remain too many churches which give 
( olour to this idea, in which the poor man must feel 
as an alien, yet there are many in which the equality 
of rich and poor in the sight of Ciod is clearly mani- 
fested, and whither the poor throng in large numbers 
U) claim theii spiritual privileges. The Church of 
England supports the right of the poor, and insists 
upon the obligations of the rich to help their brethren 
who are fellow-inheritors of the same glorious privi- 
leges in Christ ; at the same time it do^js not set the 
poor against the rich, after the fashion of greedy and 
self-interested agitators, but strives to make all realise 
their unity and their fellowship in obedient service 
to a common Master. 
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WHatevcr may have been the faults of the earlier 
ages'of the* Church, they at least did not fail in their 
duty in this respect. No poor laws were required 
while the great monasteries stood ; and the great 
baron who oppressed his dependents trembled before 
the excommunication of the clergy. In the history 
of the Ancient British Churcli we liml that the great 
check upon savage outrage on the part of the i)Clty 
princes was the influence of the c lergy. The times 
were wild and troublous. .Ml o\er Europe the decay 
and fall of the Roman Einpiie produced a state of 
confusion in wliich ‘Mnen's hearts failed them for 
fear.^' Earnest, religious men taught that “ the end 
of all things was at liand.” It was this feeling tliat 
drove Anthony and his fellows out into the deserts 
of Egyi)t ; that led the great Arsenins, the Roman 
courtier, the tutor of the Emperors Honorius and 
Arcadius, to share wuth the hermits of iScetis their 
poverty and hunger. In I^ritain, the incursions of 
the Piets and Scots, and, subsc<|uently, the invasion 
of the pagan Saxons, threw all things into confusion 
The British princes, too, it we may trust the e|^J.le 
which is attributed to (iildas, w'cre noted for their 
oppression and vices. The only reason that has been 
adduced against the genuineness of that work is, that 
his denunciations of the Britons arc too severe to 
have jirocecdyd from one of that race. Britain,” he 
declares, has kings, but they are tyrants ; she has 
judges, but unrighteous ones; generally engaged in 
plunder and rapine, but alw'ays preying on the inno- 
cent ; whenever they exert themselves to avenge or 
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‘ protect, it is sure to he in favour of robber^^ and 
criminals ; they have an abundance of wives, yef 'are 
they addicted to fornication and adukery ; they are 
ever icady to take oaths, and often perjure th^din- 
selves; they make a vow^and almost immediately act 
falsely ; they make war, but their wars are against 
their own countrymen, and are unjust ones ; they 
rigorously prosecute thieves diioughout their country, 
but those who sit at table with them are robbeis, 
and they not only cherish but reward them.” He 
denounces five kings by name for their crimes, w^hich 
he particularises. 

The legends of the sr’uts and the records con- 
tained in such w’orks as the “ Liber Landavensis,* 
give similar testimony to that borne by Gildas. 
They are full of stories of violence and* oppression ; 
and even the mythic Arthur, concerning whose virtues 
the Breton legends are so eloquent, figures in the 
lives of St. Padnrn and St. Cadoc as a somewhat 
peccable character.^ In all these stories the saints 

* Was there an historical Arthur as well as a mythic one? 
Notwithstanding all recent efforts to answer this question in the 
affirmative, Professoi Rhys (‘‘Celtic Britain,” pp. 231-4) is still 
unsatisfied. It is pictty certain that, v\hethcr Arthur exi'jted or 
not, he had nothing to do wiih the Church m Wales. Gildas 
and the “ Liber Landavensis” know' him not ; it was reserved for 
Geoffrey of Monmouth to connect him with St. Dyfiig, “arch* 
bishop of Caerleon,” “jmrnate of Britain, and legate of the 
apostolical sec (“llistoria Britonum,” c. 12, etc,), The 
legendary lives of the saints vary, some being oveilaid with 
Arthurian romance, others w'hich treat of the same period 
wholly omitting Arthur’s name. The legend of St. Padam 
mentions him as “a certain tyrant, named Arthur.’* He 
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are represented as the champions of the weak and 
the oppressed llltyd is said even to have sheltered 
a hunted stag which took shelter in his cell, when 
pursued by the hounds of King Meirchion. The 
moral of iiiany of the old legends might he found in 
the moral of Coleridge's great ballad : — 

He juayclh best, who lovetli hot 

All things both great and .'Jtnall : 

For the dear CJod, who loveth iis. 

He made and loveth all. 

The records of the sec of hlandaff in the time of 
St. Dyfrig's successor, St. 'Fcilo, give us incidental!) 
several graphic sketches of the dark and chaotic 
nature of the age, and of the humanising influence of 
tlie clergy. * 

Three villages, — Trefcarn, I.ailhty d’eilo, and 
Menechi, — are said to have been given to the see of 
Llandaff by Aircol I.awliir, prince of Dyfed, a district 
which may be roughly defined as south-west W'ales. 

coveted the saint's tunic, and, being refused it, aUem[>ted t<* lahe 
it by force, whereupon Failarn s;iid, “May the earth swallow 
him up.” Immediately Arthur nas swallowed u[) as far as his 
chin/but upon his repentance he was )»ardonetl and delivered 
from that perilous case. There are said to be remains of an 
ancient entrenchment in the parish of Llanbadarn I'awr, called 
Llys Arthur, wdiich may have given rise to this cuii(ius story, 
so different in its tone from Cieoffrey of Monmouth’s stories, 
and still further from .Spenser’s and I'ennyson’s ideal porti aiture. 
— See “ CambrO'Briti.sh .Saints,” pp. 193, 509. Arthur is not 
(uily connected in legend and romance with Hy^^'g 
rrchbishop of Caerleon, but also with a certain Bed win, arch- 
bish(vp of Gellwig, in Cornwall. 



THE wIiLSH BISHOPRICS. 


The story of this gift is most curious, and con- 
tains nothing \\hich in is improbaole. While 
the prince held his court at I.kcastell, he was much 
annoyed by the fact that eveiy night oome quairel 
or misadvCiiturc i)roduc(i,d by drunkenness occurred, 
which resulted in the death either of one of his 
soldiers or of some memoer of his own family. 
I'hese deaths were 'Attributed-— and who shall say 
wTongly so? — to the instigation of tlic devil. “And 
wlien the king ot)servca the frequent murders, he 
knew that it ( ouid not by any means be prevented 
unless by almsgiving, fasUng, and d c prayers of holy 
l)ersons. Fasting and pn yer having been made, the 
king commanded that, as St. Teilo then resided in 
his mansion at Penaly, he should (luickly come to 
him, that lie might bless him and his court, so that 
the accustomed murder should not take place any 
more therein. And after St. 'leilo came to him, he 
blessed him and his court, and sent two of his dis- 
< ij)les, Flywei and Fidelis, that they might serve 
llie court by distributing meat and drink to all 
by measure and in sufficient (quantities ; and by 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, no murder >vas 
committed that nighty, nor afterwards, in liis court, 
as had been usual.” In gratitude to St. Teilo the 
prince made the gift of the three villages to the 
Churcli. 

This story, whde it showy’s the wildness of the 
times, furnishes a most agreeable picture of good 
sense on the part both of prince and of bishop* 
'J'iie ^^"clsh branches of the Church of England 
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Temperanpe Society would not do ill if they 
chose St. Teilo their patron, as he would seem 
to have been the earliest foundf?r of their insti- 
tution. The prevalence of drunkenness in Wales 
about this time is illustrated by the account we 
have left us m AneunnS Gododin of the battle of 
Catraeth, which ^vas lost by the Britons chiefly on 
account of then drunkenness 

Another gift made to Llandaff in St. Teilo^s tune 
was the villages of Ciltutuc and Penclecir. These 
were given by a rich man, named Tuds\g, in expiation 
of a murder. A neighbours ])igs had got into this 
man’s fields and injured his corn, and, in attempting 
to kill the unfortunate swineherd, he killed a child 
named Tyfei, a nephew of Teilo Ihe sad death of 
the child so mo\cd the pity of the people that he 
was accounted one of the Welsh saints, and it has 
been thought that the church of Llandyfeisant, near 
Llandeilo Fawi, is dedicated to him. Llamphey, 
or Llandyfci, in Pembrokeshire, is certainly thus 
dedicated 

Another miirdei ^\as perpetrated by Meredydd, 
prince of Dyfed, ^sho, being excited by excessive 
rage and cruelt>, killed Gufnr, one of the men of 
St. Teilo, in the refuge vihich belonged to God and 
to him, whilst he was before his altar.” For this 
brutal murdei penance was exacted, and pardon was 
only granted on promise of reformation in every 
respect with fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. He 
also bestowed lands upon the Church in sign of his 
repentance 
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One ainous 6tor>v which contains certain par-* 
ticulors which suggest at least tliat^it has been eiabo- 
rated, represents ^leilo as saving seven boys, whom 
their father was drowning in the River Taff because 
he was too poor to get f(¥:)d for them. 

One of the chief benefactors of Llandaff in St. 
Teilo’s time was King IdJon. One of his gifts, 
Llandeilo Cresseney. in Monmouthshire, was be- 
stowed after a victory over the Saxons, granted to 
the prayers of Si. 1 ’eilo. Aft^r one record, written 
in archaic \Veish, which enumerates the privileges 
granted to the see and secured by tl e Welsh princes, 
an entry occurs in the manu-icript by a much later 
hand, w'hich states that in the year 1410, on St. Teilo's 
day, the excommunication against the invaders of 
the liberties and privileges of the see w’as published 
according to custom, and within seven days after- 
w^ards certain persons who had offended in this 
respect went raging mad, and so remained during 
their lives. 

The history of St, Teilo’s life is very obscure. It 
is difficult to sift the grain of wheat from the bushels 
of chaff which are found in the legends. I'hat he 
WMS a great leader in his day is certain, from the 
large number of villages and churches in the dioceses 
of Llandaff and St. David's which bear his name. 

According to the legend of his life he was of 
noble parentage. After he grew^ up in age, virtue, 
and wisdom, he w^as called Elios, from the Greek 
word Helios, the sun ; “ for his learning shone 
as the sun by illustrating the doctrine of the 
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faithful/’ The illiterate corrupted this name into 
Eliud. rie was educated by Dubricius, and after- 
wards by Paulinus, at whose college of Ty-gwyn 
(Whitland) he met St David, “to whom he was 
united by so much love and the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, that in their deeds they both had the same 
thought with respect to what was to be done and 
what to be left undone.*’ Afterwards 'J'eilo went 
with David and Padarn on that wonderful }>ilgrimage 
to Jerusalem, of which mention was made in the 
legend of St. David; and the writer of this legend 
has even outdone Rhyddmarch in the miracles with 
which he has enriched or disfigured his narrative. 
Teilo being a great preacher, awakening men from 
the slumber of sin, received the suitable and sym- 
bolic present of a hell “more hxmous than great, 
more valuable in reality than appearance, because it 
exceeded every organ in sound ; it condemned the 
perjured, it healed the sick, and it sounded every 
hour without any one moving it.” Students of the 
comparative history of superstitions would do well to 
note the Celtic reverence ' for bells, which appears in 
this and other legends, and has been compared with 
the similar reverence shown by Buddhists. With all 
Teilo’s virtues, he does not seem to have attained to 
the ijjeal of a Christian bishop, as we now conceive 
it, or even tathe ideal of a Christian king^’’as exem- 
plified by the late noble king of Spain ; for if the 
writer of his legend is to be believed, when a plague, 
called the Yellow Plague (Y Fad Felen), came upon 
the land, Teilo fled into Brittany with a pari of his 
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people. His conduct, ^however, is justified hy the 
intctposition of an nngelic vision. This yellow 
])lague is probably historical. Maeigr.n Gwynedd, 
the prince of North Wales, whom Giklas reproved, 
is said to have^fallen ^ victim to it. The date 
given by the “Annales ('ambrias is 547, but this 
must be \\rong, and 587 would be nearer the truth, 
'Fhc legend of St. 'Tcilo states that all wlio were seized 
appeared to be yellow and without blood, and it 
appcare<l to men as a column of a watery cloud, 
having one end trailing along the ground, and the 
other above, proceeding in the air, anvl passing through 
the tvholc country, like a shower going through the 
bottom of vallc\s. Whatever living creatures it 
touched witli its pesliftaous blast either immediately 
died or sickened to death. If any one endeavoured 
to apply a remedy to the sk k ]>erbon, not only had 
the medicines no effeU.but the dreadful disorder 
brought the jibysivian, together with the sick person, 
to death. . , .It raged not only against men, but 
also against beasts.” 

The usual w^ondcr.s are related of 'J'eilo's stay in 
Brittany, but they are all surjiassed by the story of 
the great miracle whicli was worked after his death, 
which happened at Llandcilo Fawi, m Carmarthen- 
shire. Instead of mouming foi him in a becoming 
manner, the clergy of three of hist churches-- 
**PonalIun” (Fenaly, near Tenby), IJandeilo Fawi, 
and Tlandaff, — quarrelled, so runs the tale, as to 
w'hich place should have his body. Next morning, 
however, they found three bodies in the place of the 

L 
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one, without any difference between them. Each 
chukih, accordingly, boasted of having the true body 
of St. Teilo, It IS easy to see how this ridiculous 
stdry originated. When the worship of the relics of 
saints commenced, it added lustre to a church to be 
able to boast of having the body of the most notable 
worthy of the district, and, without doubt, each of 
the three churches named laid claim to that honour. 
As the three claims could not all be genuine without 
a miracle, it Avas a hapjiy thought on the part of 
some one to imagine a solution which would 
please everybody. The stor} ends w'iih a character- 
istic touch on the part of its writei, who, as a 
Llandaff clergyman, naturally favoured his own church 
most. He suggests that the miracles worked at the 
Llandaff slirinc proved that the real body had been 
buried there, w'heieas the other churches had only to 
boast of counterfeit, though supernatural, preisent- 
ments. 
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CHAPTER IX, 

THE WELSH HISHOrRlCS — LLANDAP* — SI'. OUDOCEUS- 
O'lHIK UklllSli 131'>liOi‘RiC.x 

'Fhe third bishop of Llandaff was Oudoceus, who is 
said to have been a nepliew of St. Teilo. His father 
was Budic, a [>nncc of Armorica. When "fcilo left 
his diocese on account of the yellow plague, he found 
his nephew' already a >oung man of eloquence and 
saintly life, and on his return to Llandaff, Oudoceus 
accompanied him, and eventually became his suc- 
cessor. A dis|.)uie afterwards arose betw'een the 
bishop and Ihlncc C'adwgan, on account of an injury 
done by the prin^ e to one of Oudoceus’s clergy, and 
fot a time Cadwgan excluded the bishop from his 
territory. Towards the end of his life, Oudoceus re- 
signed his bishoi)nc, and retired to an oratory which, 
he founded at IJaii Einion. The usual miracles arc 
related by the author of the legend. The only- 
story which is worth mentioning illustrates that 
love for every living thing which in early ^ times 
was considered an especial mark of saintliness 
One day, Prince Einion was hunting among the 
rocks and woods of the River Wye,"' as was his wont, 
when tiie w'caried stag came in its flight to where 
Oudoceus was, with his cloak lying on the ground. 
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near at hand. The stag cast itself down U[K)n the 
cloak. Oudoceiis pitying it, and considering that it 
had thus appealed to him for protection, saved it 
from the hunters, and the prince, struck by the strange 
event, is said to have made a gift of tiie spot to the 
bishop and the church of Llandaff. 

Oudoceus is the last of the early bishops of Llan- 
daff of whom any detailed information is given. The 
“Liber Landavensis” records many deeds of gift in 
subsequent years, and mentions the names of many 
bishops; but, although some of the stories ])reservt‘(l 
are curious, as showing the wild and troublous cha- 
racter of the times, and the half-savage ])assions of 
many of the W elsh j)rinces, only restrained by their 
awe for the Church, most of the records are of little 
interest to an) but the antkpiary. One pathetic 
story is told regarding the fierce struggle which was 
ever going on between the Wxlsh and their English 
neighbours. An old i’rince, I'ewdrig, had retired from 
the exercise of his authority, having given up the 
power to liis son Meurig, and was leading the life 
of a hermit in the [jicturesque valley of I'intern. But 
he was called forth from his retirement by the ifJews 
of a Saxon invasion, and the old man, who had never 
known defeat himself, must of necessity come to aid 
his son and his jieople. The sight of the old king 
riding in front of the army animated his people, and, 
as they thought, terrified their enemies, who turned 
their backs and fled. But as their ranks were break- 
ing, one threw a lance, and wounded him mortally, 
so that he lay dying, like AVolfe, in the ln>ur of 
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victory. He lived to I>e carried as far as MaTthern, 
and there died. His sop Meiirig established on the 
])lace of his death “an oratory and ccr;ctery/’ 

One difficult cjuestion regarding the H'elsh bishop- 
rics is whether in an<^i4;nt times there existed an 
archiepiscopate. Analogy would seem to point to 
(Jaerleon as the seat of such, as it seems to have 
been the earliest l)islu)]>ric, and it was the capital of 
the Roman j^rovince. St. Pavids claimed to have 
succeeded to the honour. Tlowev^er, the “Liber 
hamdavensis ” asserts a sort of an ]uepisco])al dignity 
for f.landaff, and'^lhc term “ archbi .hop ’* is certainly 
used very loosely, for two of the earliest and best 
authorities, the “Annales Cambria: ’ and the “Brut 
vTy wysogion," speak of an arehbisliop of l^angor. In 
! 125, an attempt was made at the English c ourt and 
at Rome to get the authority of the see of St. David's 
recognised ; l>ut these efforts, afterwards renewed by 
(liraldus Cambrensis, were wholly abortive. On the 
whole, several of the best authorities are inclined to 
the opinion that the title of arclibishop was used 
loo.$ely and inaccurately, and tlial no Welsh see at 
any time had any jurisditTion over another. in 
the Irish (lunch the word archbis]K)p was loosely 
used in old time.s. 

Before leaving the subject of the early bishoprics, it 
is necessary to summarise the scanty Jv.nowledge we 
possess of British bishoprics beyond the borders of 
Wales. Bede mentions that British bishops, apparently 
from Cornwall, joined in the consecration of Ceadda to 
the see of York, a.d. 664. Moreover, the names and 
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burial-places of certain early Cornish bishops are 
related by historians, as, c.^., St. Conoglas and St. 
Rutnoniis. At a later period we find that Kenstec, 
bishop of Dinnurrin, in Cornwall, acknowledged the 
supremacy of the see of Canterbury in the arch- 
bishopric of Ceolnoth (a.d. 833-870). 'Fhe docu- 
ment in which he made his profession of canonical 
obedience still exists. Dinnurrin is conjectured to 
be Dingercin, the place where St. Teilo landed on 
his visit to King Gerennius, and which seems to be 
either St. Germain's or Dodmin. A Tlritish bi.shop 
of St. Germain's, a suffragan to C'anterbury, whose 
name was Conan, is mentioned m 931. I'he first 
Sa?con bi.shop of Cornwall njipears to have come in 
about 950. Ev’entually, the see of St. Germain’s was 
merged in that of Crediton (about 1031), and that 
of Crediton (including Cornwall) w.as transferred to 
Exeter by Edward the Confessor with the consent of 
the pope (1050). 

A British see of Congresbury, afterwards trans- 
ferred to Wells by Daniel, the last British bishop, is 
mentioned on somewEat doubtful evidence. St. Cyngar 
is said to have been its founder. A see of Silcliestcr, 
in Hampshire, is mentioned only by the romancer, 
Geoffrey of Monmouth. 

In ^he district of Strathclyde and Cumbria, em- 
bracing the south-west of Scotland and the north- 
west of England, there were unquestionably British 
bishoprics. St. Ninias, who, according to Bede, 
had been regularly instructed at Rome in the faith 
and mysteries of the truth,” founded the see of 
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CaBdida Casa (^Vhit^ House), now Whittieme,^^ 
in Galloway, and by b»s preaching converted the 
southern Piets from idolatry. I^c briit his church 
of stone, a fact w^hich was much noticed, as it uVas 
unusual among the Prisons, and \\hich got if the 
name of White House. The church was dedicated 
to St. Martin, whose friend Ninias was, and whom he 
had visited at 1 ours The date of its foundation is 
fixed at 397 or thereabout, if credit is given to the 
story that Ninias heard of St. IVTartin’s death while 
he \vas building it. Ninias is said to have afterwards 
visited Ireland and to have died tl 

Tradition has connected the nviine of a Roman 
niissionar}% J^alladius, with lordun m the Mcarns. 

Paldy’s kirk’’ and “Pald}’s well” piescrved his 
memory in this Kincardineshire jiarish. Palladius 
was sent out in 431 In Pej^e Celestinc as a bishop to 
the Scots of Ireland. His ill success in hi.^ mission 
is attested l)y iIk Irish proverb, “ Not to Palladius, 
hut to Patrick (lod granted the ( onversion of Ireland." 
There is no trustworthy evidence that he visited 
Scotland or founded any bishopric there, but his relics 
may have been carried to l’<»rdiiii bv his scholar, 

Torannaii, the Inu^ famed vovager 
()\er the bioacl shijifnl 

The see of (dasgow was founded by Ke^itigem, 

* 

‘ lladdan and Stuhb'> wnic ii hiihcnie, bkene {‘‘Celtic 
Scotland”)* U^AiOtcfn, but locally it is known as Iflni/wrn^ 

* Skene’s “('eltic Scotland,” li, 3. 

* Skene’s “Celtic Scotland,” li. 29, wheie the hitherto- 
accepted story is demolished. Pm, on the other hand, sec 
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whose life has been briefly sketched before. I’hc 
date* of his consecration as bishop may be fixed 
approximately at 552.^ After his return from Wales 
he. is said to have placed his see for a time at 
Hoddam, in Dumfriesshire^ a little north of the 
Solway, “ afterwards, warned by divine revelation, 
justice demanding it, he transferred it to his own city 
(ilasgow/^ where it had first been fixed. Mention 
is made of a ‘‘cemetery’' at (ilasgow, which had 
been consecrated by St. Ninias, and Kentigern may 
liave restored tlie ancient church. He is said to 
have laboured also in more distant parts of Scotland, 
and traces of hi> labours ha\c been detected in the 
dedication of churclies in the ujijier valley of the 
Dee. But as not to I’alladius, but to Patrick Hod 
gave success aiui everlasting honour among thcfieople 
for whom he laboured so not to Ninias or Kentigern 
did God grant to be llie great saint of Scotland. An 
Irish missionary, Columba. whom Kentigern probably 
knew and met, holds a rank higher in general estuna 
tion than that of the native saints ; the church of the 
Irish settlers which he organised was to attain a 
greater success and glory for missionary work and 
zeal than the native < hurch of North Britain. Yet, 
as there were licroes before Agamemnon,” we have 
seen that there were in Scotland saints before 

Prycc's “Ancient Hritidi Cliuid*/' 1S7. The quotation re- 
s[>ecting Toranrmn, or Terrananiis, is from llic metrical Calendar 
of Angus the Culdec, under the d.ate June 12. 

’ Dr 543, if the earlier date of his ilcath Ite preferred. See 
hefore, p. 40, nol,’. 
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Coluiftba. His mission also was not the (inly one 
from Ireland to Scotland, though it was' by far the 
greatest and most successful The nan.es of Moluag, 
Doniian, Conigal* and Maelruba^ do net stir ' Our 
souls with thoughts of br^ve work and patient endu- 
rance as docs the name of C’olumba, yet these saints 
also toiled and endured. If any one be inclined to 
complain that modern mission^ are not as successful 
as those of cari^erage^, let him remember that, though 
successes fill the grcatci c?j»a( e in the pages of history^ 
the failures were far moie numerous ; that there was 
a lalladiiis as well as a Patrick, a Tonnan the martyr 
as well as a Coaimba the abbot. Wliat we call 
failures are as necessary m missionary work as 
successes; “one soweth and another renpeth.” The 
Divine Master, wlio, sitting by Jacob's well, saw the 
fields “white already to har\e'>t,’^ did not forget the 
eailier labour^ rs ; sn\er and reaper, earth’s failures 
and earth's succe-^^es, are, according to His promise, 
to “ rejoice togethei.’ 


' Haddan and n6 Miduag >\cut to Lisinore 

Donnan, martyred \,i>. 017, \\ent to Kgg ; Comgal to Tyree, 
Maelruba to Applet u)s^ 
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CHAPTER X. 

MONASTERIES. 

In the bare midbt of AnJ^le^ey they show 
Two springs which close by one another play ; 

And, “ Thirteen hundred years agone,” they say, 

Two saints met often wheie tliose waters flow. 

One came from I’enmon westvvar<], and a glow 
Whiten'd his face fioin the suibs flouting ray ; 

Eastward the othei, from the (lying ihiy, 

And he with unsunn'd face did always go.’’ 

^cirivl thi Kybi tiu Park', men said, 

The seer from the East was then in light, 

'Fhe seer from the West was tlien in shade. 

Ah ! now ’lis changed. In concjiiciing sunshine blight, 
The man of the bold We t now corner ariay'd ; 

He of the in}'^’ic Ei-’ is tombed with night. 

So sings and moralises, at cording to his custom, 
Matthew Arnold, who, chief among the literary men 
of the day, lias paid atteiEion to the literature and 
genius of the ^^Tlsh jh oplc from the time of the 
publication of his powerful woik on Celtic Lite- 
rature ” to his presence at the Abcrdarc Eisteddfod ; 
an attention due possibly, in some part, to his early 
friendship wits^h the notable ^\'clshlnan, Artiiur liugh 
Clough. 

It is curious that the poet seems to have mistaken 
the legend, Seiriol being the fairy because he was in 
the shade, Cybi being the sunburnt saint. These 
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two saints tvere two < of the earl) Welsh abbots: 
Seinol being the first principal of the monastery of 
Penmon, built by his brother Emion, called BrenKn, 
or the l%ing, and r)bi bcin^^ the founder of the 
important monastery at Caerg3bi (the city of C)bi), 
now better known as the great packet station of 
Hoi) head Then, In that wild rocky roast, even 
now noted fc * the tiuinhcr ol sea birds that build 
their nest in its precipitous Mag*?, the Romans had 
built a station, remains of \hi n now exist, and there 
Cybi, ha\ing obtaricd a gih hnd from Maelgwn 
Gw}nedd, founded Ins mon isicr\ and gathered round 
Jum lus follow CIS A C ornishman (it his legend is 
to be trusted), he had tia\elled much a!)OUt the 
w'orld, first on jaigiimage to Jerusalem, then to 
South lies (where the churches oi 1 langybi, one 
near Caerleon, in Monmouthshire, and the other 
near 1 landdcvu Rrefi in CAidiganshn^, [.reser\e his 
name), nfterwauK to Ireland, and a.t list established 
himself in Anglesey I he church of Holshead is 
on the site of the old rnona'.ten, and still bears the 
name of the saint 

In thinking of the monks of the Vncient Hntish 
rhiirch, we must altogelhei divest ourselves of the 
ideas wx have deiived from Meduuval monastieisiiu 
Tintern Abbey, and even the remains of the sjjiiller 
e'stabhshmcnts at Stiata 1 loiida, ^ alle (true is, Brecon, 
and Neath, suggt^st a scale of magnificence, at least 
with regard to architecture, to winch the old Welsh 
monks were strangers. Wattle and daub were the 
materials used by St. Columba in Iona, and the 



7(> THK ANCIEI^T KRITIsft CHURCJL 

same \vere probably chiefly iisejd in Wales. Even 
when the church was built of stone, the building 
■ doubtless possessed few architectural pretensions. 
Most of the monasteries were erected in remote 
and wild situations, and the land had first to be 
reclaimed. St. Cadoc and his clergy, we are told, 
when about to found the monastery of I.lancarvan, 
in Glamorganshire, had to ‘‘grub up the bushes 
to make plain. For in that valley there was no 
dry place, it being a watery moor, producing no- 
thing but reeds, and it was full of various kinds of 
reptiles and snakes, except the ground round a bush, 
under which a great white boar usually passed its 
time ; also in the middle of the said bush, in the 
upf)er part, a swan was accustomed to build its nest 
every year.'^ In this valley Cadoc founded his col 
lege in three separate places: in the first, a monastery, 
built of wood ; in the second, a refec tory ; in the third, 
a dormitory. Afterwards he raised a vast mound of 
earth for a cemetery, “ in order that the bodies of the 
faithful might lie buried around the church.” He also 
constructed roads, raised another mound “ round like 
a city,” on wliich was built his “ castle,” ( ailed (^astell 
Cadoc,^ Illtyd also at Llantwit built a habitation, 
then, after Dyfrig had fixed the bounds of a cemetery, 
laid in the centre the foundation of an oratory, and 
surrounded all* witli a cjuadranguiar stone wall and a 
ditch. Afterwards, to prevent encroachments of the 
sea, he built an embankment. He, who before had 


* “Camhro-hriiisli Saints,” vita S. Cacloci, §§ 5 , 6 . 
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been a soklier and a courtier, spent his time id hard 
manual labour, and his society got their Subsistence 
by tilling and ciiltiviting the ground. I^amson, after- 
wards archbishop of Jiol, look his turn with the rest 
in watching the cornfieldi, and protecting them from 
the swarms of birds which came down, l>y slinging 
stones at them constantly thfoughout the day.^ 

These pictures do not suggest any magnificence of 
architecture, and the bitterest opponent of monas- 
tirisin could noi detect inudi luxury in clearing 
forests, draining swamps, building churches, and 
tilling the fields. Hard Nsoik and hard fare were the 
portion of a monk in those times. When Bisho]) 
Morgeneu, in the nintli ( entury, ate meat, such a 
breach of rule was generally regarded as a heinous 
sin, and his death at the hands of the Danes wa^ 
considered a direct punishment for this act.- The 
daily rule of I fe in St. David’s monaster} at Menevia 
was of the most ascetic description. E\ery monk 
bad to work with his hands, ac c ording to the Apostolic 
injunction that he wlio doth not work shall not eat. 
^‘They put the yoke to their slioulders, they fix 
stakes with unwearied arms in the earth, and in their 

holy hands carry hatchet ^ and saws for cutting 

They make no use of oxen for ploughing.” After 
their wcjrk in the fields, the rest of the day was jaassed 
in reading, writing, or praying. When at evening the 

’ “ C-ambio-British Saints" \ila S. lltuti. 

“ A grini story is told of him. ilii» gliost appeared to an 
Irish bishop and said, I ate meat, ar t 1 have been turned 
into meat,” 
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sound of a bell was heard, each left his study and 
went in silence to the church. After the psalms 
were sung, the service was continued till the stars 
appeared. Then followed a supj)er of bread, herbs, 
and salt. The sick, the old, and those who had beci> 
on a long journey were allowed more palatable food. 
After grace had been said, they returned to the 
church, and spent three hoiiis in vigil and prayer. 
Then they went to bed, but at cock-ci owing all arose 
and gave Ihemscbes to pra)ei. From the eve of 
the Sabbath until the light shone in the first hour 
after the break of day on the Sabbath, tlic) employed 
themselves in w^atc lungs, pia>ers, and genufiections, 
except one hour after morning service on the 
Sabbath.” x\ll things weie in common. They were 
dressed in cheap clothing, principally made of skins. ^ 
The manual labour of the old monks is a feature of 
great interest. Illtyd the Knight, of Jdantwit, is said 
to have introduced among the \\"elsh a new and 
improved method of jiloughing, and the w^ork of the 
early monks m general must ha\e tended to the pro 
gress of civilisation and tlic peaceful arts among a 
somewhat rude population. 

As would appear from the life of St. David, quoted 
above, psalmody w^as an important part of 
monastic customs. The Welsh words for monaster) 
are Cor (chovr) and Bangor (liigh choir). The town 
of Bangor, in North Wales, derives its name from the 
monastery that w^as once there. It is said by the 


“Cr.mbio Bnli'ili Sail t>, ’ viLi S pp 



Triads that at Llantwit the worship of God wa$ kej^t 
up v^ithout ceasing, the monks taking the* service 
rotation, a hundred each hour. A'^ regards the 
education given at the monasteries hnle is known. 
Some copies of Cieoffre^ of Monmouth state that 
there were two hundred philosophers at Caerleon 
who studied astronomy and other sciences, but little 
credit is given to anything that proceeds from that 
romancer. More iinf)ortant is it to note the mis- 
sionary enterprise of monks. They were always- 
moving about fiom one country to another, evan- 
gelising the heathen or r».vlving decayed churches. 

One of the most striking features of the old monas- 
teries to a modern observer is the enormous number 
of monks that congregated at one place. At Bangor 
Iscoed there were two thousand one hundred, all 
living by manual labour, and divided into sev^n 
parts; at Llsnelwy (St Asaph) there were nine hun- 
dred and sixty-five ; at IJantwit Major t\vo thousand 
four hundred. It might be thought that this was an 
exaggeration on the pan of the Celtic chroniclers^ 
but the numbers at Bangor Iscoed are derived from 
the Englishman, Bede, v^ho is a competent authority^ 
whose testimoH) will scaiccly be disputed. Theic 
are traces, too, of extensive buildings at Llantwit 
The reason appears to be that the abbots and 
founders w^ere frequently jinnces and pow^erful men, 
around whom their dependents naturally gathered. 
The same feature is found also in other Celtic monas- 
teries ; three in Ireland are said to have contained 
three thousand monks each. 
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CHAPTER XL 

W F.LS H M O N AST h R I ES — iVnfi HUcd. 

Bernard loved valleys, Benedict loved mountains, 
Francis towns, Ignatius cro\^ded cities.’^ Such is the 
purport of two old Latin hexameter lines ; the Welsh 
monasteries, which belonged to none of these orders, 
but probably originated in \irtue of an impulse i>io- 
ceeding from St. Martin of Tours through Brittany, t 
aided possibly by the influence of the labours of M. 
German and St. Lupus, followx’d none of these rules 
in their situations. 'Vhey were jjlaced generally in 
remote and solitary spots, but the monasteries of 
Caergybi, Caerwent, and Caerleon were in towns. 
The noticeable peculiarity (T these retreats is that 
they were generally not far away from the sea. 
Hermits, to whom all bo< iety was irksome, were 
especially fond of selctting hills near the coast, or 
small islands, where they found that companionshij) 
which the sight and sound of the dashing waves 
always gives to the solitary. The selPcoSaincd 
Teuton could be content with inland plains and 
marshes, but the sociable and affectionate Celt found 
their solitude too oppressive and preferred the sea- 
side. Often, no doubt, monasteries ’were placed on 


* Skene’s ** Celtic ii. 49. 
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the c<«lst because of the desire which the Celts of that 
Kme had both of visiting their brethren beyond the 
» seas and of reecKiag visits from them; but a genuine 
love of the < oast and its srene^y may be detected in 
such works as “ I'he 'h bed of the Bard,” a poem 
written by Mcilyr about 1137, ^v herein he utters his 
desire to die by the sea in the monastery of Bardsey, 
the Iona of W des^ * ** - 

On that apiointtd ua}, when there >hali rise up 
"those who are in the giave, 1 will then look foiward 
Wh-^n I am m ni> ullotied re t 
There wmimg foj the call 
To stihe and win the goal 

In nine of need . — 

And let that be a sontude, b\ passcngeis not trodden, 

And aiound its walls the bo->om of the bnny sci’, 

The fair i^Ie of Mary ; 

Th'* holy 1 Ic of saints, 

The typ * of renovation, 

Theieto lesi in hajipincss. 

Christ, the picdieted Cvus^, 

Will letogiiisc me there 

And guard me fioin the rage of hell, 

A place of evdtd bcing> , — 

The Creatoi, who fonnetl me, will give me room among 
The communit) of the inhabitants e>f Enih."’ 

A solitude by the sea’ Such is the® prayer of the 
bard for the shelter of his infirm old age, when his 


* Stephens’s Liteiature of the K) p. 23. 

** /.f,, Baulsey. 
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life hsid been lived, and he was weary of the worldi 
and of worldly strife. ^ 

Such a weariness and longing for peace came upon 
many in the time of which we arc treating, even 
before old age had been rc:xhed. The world around 
had few" attractions for men who sought peace and 
holiness. ‘‘ Society,'^ it has been well said, ** was a 
long time unlearning licathenism.”- 

Doubtless even no\Y it is far from being dominated 
by Christian principle^? ; but in the sixth and 
seventh centuries it was pKU'tically heathen, and 
the monk's flight from the world, his despair of 
saving himself in its midst, or of aiding it except 
from outside, had very much to justify it. We 
cannot blame him, though we belicxe that, where it is 
possible. Chiistian life in the middle of society, in 
the household, the jilare of business, the workshop, 
in “ the daily round, the c ominon task/' is really the » 
higher form of Chri'^tianity, the one which will more 
certainly, in tlie end, mould tlie life of mankind. 
In all ages ‘‘wisdom is justified of her chil^B/^ 
W’hether her divine ]/Owtr be displayed b*tbu 
ascetic hermit, such as John the Baptist, >vho 
neither eating nor drinking”; or by the Son of 

‘ The same love of the sea and its scenery is $lfS more 
graphically expressed in a poem ascribed to Columba, which 
speaks of “the level sparkling strand,” “the thunder of the 
crowding waves upon the rocks,” ‘‘the song of the wonderful 
buds,” and “the sca-monsters, the greatest of all wonders.”-— 
Skene’s “ Celtic Scotland,” ii. 92. 

Church’s “ Saint Anselm,” p. 4. 



iiimsdf^ wha nitigted ^ with hm M 
common life, and did n^t reject the title of *^the 
friend of publicans and sinnerl’^ 4. i'he condition 
of wiety at large, in the period we are consioer- 
ing, has been sho^vn iu previous papers, Monastv 
cism was then almost a necessity, it a man would 
preserve his spiritual life untainted ; the pure 
flocked to it m youth, the penitent in later life, itt 
Utter weariness of their sins, which had brought 
them no pcar( 5 , and both alike found in it a haven 
of refuge, Cystennin, or Cons+antine, of Cora wall, 
who, in the dress of an abbot, had committed sacri- 
legious mmder at the very aitar of God, afterwards 
cast away his royal garments, and assumed the monk’s 
dress at St. David's, (i\^)nl}vw, the princely main- 
tainer of lobbers, ictired to the hill at New^iort, 
whefe the church of bt. W’oollus still preserves 
his memory. The monastic lite \\as also the most 
powerful agent j/Ob^ible at that time for impressing 
the outside world. Its very e> cc'^sc'5 and e\tia\agance& 
were adapted to fascinate the minds of the wild 
chieftains and their followers, \\hich a nioie rational 
but less }>icturcsque type ul ClniStianity would have 
left untouched. 

(kxl fiilhls Himself in main ways, 

and monasticism, in its early da\s at least, was one 
of them. 

Besides Caergybi and Penmon, which were noticed 
in the last chapter, there were monasteries in North 
Wales at Bangor Iscoed, Bangor Dcinioi, Clynnog 

F :> 
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Fawr, Llanelw}% and Bardsey. Bangor Iscoed lay 
in the valley of tiie Dee, not far from Wrexham. 
William of •’Malmesbury, in the twelfth century, 
mentions remains of great size as still existing 
there. It was founded by Dunaud, a chief of North 
Britain, who had been a great warrior in his time, 
and is called m the Triads one of the three 
pillars of hib countr) in battle Dnven from his 
dominions, he retired to ^\ales, and, with the help 
of Cyngen, prince of Pow)s, founddti Bangor and 
became its abbot, and the defender of the inde- 
l^endence of the Welsh Church against St Augustine. 
In 613, Ethelfrith, a ]>agan Saxon king of North 
umbria, came against ales, and at Chester met his 
oppo-nents under Cadfan, Moigin, Blcdencus, and 
Brocmael Before the battle he noticed the monks, 
chiefly from Bangor, who, m a place apart, were 
praying for the success of the ^^elsh arms. The 
Saxon king inquired who the> were and what they 
were doing, and on being told, said, “ If, then, they 
cry to their (^od against us, though of a truth they 
do not bear arms, yet the> fight against us, because 
they oppose us b) their imprecations ” Accordingly, 
he commanded them first to be attacked, and 
Brocmael and his men, who had been posted to 
defend them, fled \bout twelve hundred of the 
monks were killed, and only fifty escaped. The 
Welsh w’ere utterl) routed 1 he English afterwmds 
consideied this slaughter of the monks to be a divine 
judgment on them for their rejection of Augustine, 
ard a fuifi.mcnt of his predation that ‘^those per- 



WfliH MONASTERIES. ' *f5 

4 

Miom men should f^el the vengeance of temporal 
death also, because the/ had dfspised the offer of 
eteimal salvation/' 

Deiniol, son of Dunawd, vvho had assisted ^his 
father in founding Bangor Iscoed, afterwards {arc 
516) founded a monastery in Carnarvonshire, called 
after him Bangor Deiniol, or sometimes Bangor 
Fawr, at the place ’^^hnh still bears the name of 
Bangor, and now prjssesses another Welsh college* 
Deiniol became the first bishoj) of a new see* His 
son. Deiniolen, or Deimol Fal , became abbot after 
him. The monaster) of Hanger had great fame 
among the Celtic churches , its burning is mentioned 
in the Irish annals under the )ears63i and 672. The 
civil privileges granted to the men of Arfon were put 
under the protection of the monks ot Bangor and of 
Clynnog Fawr. 

Clynnog hawr, in Carnar\onshiie, was founded 
by St. Beuno. The ground was gi\en by Cadfan, 
prince of North Wales. Aselc\en ancient churches 
are dedicated to the saint, it would seem that his 
life's work was consideiable. Ihe legend W’hich pro- 
fesses to record his life is almost w^holly fabulous, 
•written in artliau' Welsh, by a Welshman of the 
narrowest t)pe, who evidently hated the English* 
He mentions an oak, still standing in h’s day,uvhich 
was reputed to have been planted by St. Beuno. 
C)ne of its branc hes was bent and reached the ground, 
and the popular belief was that if an Englishman 
should walk betw^een that branch and the tree, he 
would imniediately die, but a Welshman could pass 
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with impunity. According to him» Bcuipny 
removed westward^to avoid the English, As he waS 
travelling one day by the Severn, he heard a voice^ 
on the other side of the river, of an Englishman, 
who was shouting out, “ Ccrgia,'’ an English way of 
encouraging his dogs in hunting the hare. Beuno, 
who was about to cross the n\er, immediately came 
back, and said to his discijiles, *‘My sons, put on 
your clothes and lour shoes, and let us leave this 
place, for the nation of this man has a strange 
language and is abominable and I heard his voice, 
on the other side of the rivei, inciting the dogs after 
a hare; they have invaded this place, and it wjll be 
theirs, and they \m11 keep it in their ]>osscssion," 

Llaneli\y, or St \saph, was founded by St. 
Kentigern Its monks were divided into three classes: 
300, being illiterate, worked in the fields, 300 gave 
themselves up to domestic work , and 365 kept up 
the church services 

Bardsey, the island of the bards, called by the 
Welsh EnnHi, the island of the current, wr»s of old 
the sacred island of \\ ales 1 here the bones of 
Dyfrig and Deiniol were laid thither retired the 
saints, aftei then life of conflict, to find rest and 
peace m pra} cr and meditation, wnth the fair prospect 
of Cardigan Bay before their eyes Arcotding to a 
legend still preserved by a monument erected by Lord 
Newborough upon the island, the \ odies of twenty 
thousand Welsh saints were there laid to rest. Bards 
sang of it as the road to heaven and the gate of 
Paradise, and three pilgrimages thither were regarded 



^ oae pilgriiiaiige to Rome. The tuoi^tery^ 
wat foiUHled by Cad4i^ st saint of Armonoa; #ko 
sail^ thence with many companions* f mion Fi*enhir| 
is said to have co operated with him in the foundaOii^h* 
Cynon, the founder of ^ two churches in Montgomery- 
shijre and Cardiganshire, was one of Cadfan's com- 
panions, and IS said to ha\e been “ chancellor of 
his monaster) . Cadfan founded also the church of 
Tyt^yn, in Menoncthshire, in the church) ard of 
Which a pillar existed, with a Weiah inscription, m 
memory of this saint 

Another Ai moncan saint who came over at the 
same time as Cadfan was Padarn, who founded tlie 
monastery of Llanbidarn lawr, near the present 
town of Abci)stvMth, and became the first bishop of 
a new see, which had its scat there As the bees go 
forth in spring, thus, wc are told, the saints poured 
forth from Brittaii) Eight hundred and fort) seven 
monks follow'cd Padain According to his legend, 
he afterwrards visited Ireland, and then returned to 
Brittany. Etentuall) he is said to have become 
bishop of Vannes, called Guenet in the legend. 
This story, however, is not imjirobably due to con- 
fusion with another saint of the same name ^ When 
at Vannes, he is said to have been summoned by the 
renowned Samson, pupil of Illl)d and archbishop of 
Ddl, who, at the malicious instigation of a monk, 
sent for him to come to him in whatever state he 
should be found by a messenger, thereby to prove his 


* See p. 39, a/tU, Haddan and Stubbs, i. 145, l 59 * 
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humility. Accordingly, Padarn repaired to Samson, 
with*a boot and stocking on one leg and the other 
naked, as the messenger had found him. The mali- 
cious monk was immediately seized by a demon, 
and only delivered at Padarn's intercession. 

One point which is worthy of notice in the nar- 
ratives of the foundations of Bardsey and Llanbadarn 
Fawr is the constant journeying of the monks. They 
appear not to ha\e been bound to any one monastery, 
but to have continually moved about. Intercourse 
with the Galilean Church has already been proved 
by the friendship between St. Ninias and St. Martin 
of Tours and the mission of St. German. Even 
before that time, as early as the fifth century, con- 
temporary writers mention the visits of Ihitons to 
Jerusalem, and to Telanissus, near Antioch, to see 
Simeon St)lites. The pilgi image of David, Padarn, 
and Teilo has also been noticed. There was also 
continual communK alion between Britain and Ireland. 
St Patrick was a Briton of Strathclyde, and was born 
probably near Dumbarton.^ When, after his death, 
Irish Christianity decayed, ;t was restored by a mission 
sent out under the ausjiu es of David, Gildas, and 
Cadoc. About a.d. 565 Gildas is said to have gone 
over to Ireland at the inviiation of King Ainmire ; 
and ip Irish collections of canons of the sixth or 
seventh centuries his jilace is only second to that of 

* Some make St. Patiick a native of Brittany, but the above 
statement seems to l)c clcaily established by Todd’s ‘*St. 
Patrick,” pp. 355-361, See also Haddan an<l Stubbs, i. 12. j 
Skene’s Celtic Scotland,*’ li. 19. 
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Patrick himself. The second order of Irish taints, 
likened to the moon in brightnebs, was traced to’this 
mission. St David's and Llancarlan p. ere thf^ semi* 
iiarieiu to whirh Irish Christians resorted at this period. 
St. Finnian of Clonard came to St. David's, and 
there met David, Cathmael or Cadoc, and Gildas. 
St, Molac, St. Bar of Cork, St Aldus or Maidoc, the 
bishop of Ferns, also were disciples of St David. 
Other Irish saints sought W’hitherne, m North Britain. 
The importance of the vork perfoimed by the British 
Church in stimulating the monastic spirit in the 
Church of Iieiand (annut be ove. -estimated, as to 
it was due the faith \\hioh animated St. C’olumba, 
the monk of Iona, and the successors of his Church, 
who, when the cause of Christianity was beaten back 
in England, preached the true religion to the English 
of the north. are accustomed to regard the 

Teutons, the ‘.oa -kings, a^ the ro\ers of the sea and 
travellers of the^c times ; but the Celts, albeit their 
love of the sea may have been less, did not shrink 
from its jiCrils, but sallied forth in their love for man- 
kind and their zeal for the true faith. They had 
not our advantages for travel, hut they believed in 
Christian brotherhood, and found brethren to help 
them wherever they found monks, and they were 
full of that missionary spirit which is the sure token 
of energy and real life in a Church. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

wi;lsh monastkrie'=; — llancarfan and st. cadoc. 

The monastery of Llancarfan, or Llanfeithin, which 
occupied so distinguished a place in the movement 
for the revival of Irish Chiistianityj was one of the 
three great monasteries of the see of Llandaff, Llant- 
wit Major and Doewinni being the other two. The 
present ^illage of Llancarfan lies, unknown and un- 
regarded, about twelve iniks to the west of Cardiff — 
a dull collection of cottages, with a w^hitewashed 
church, but in a rathei pKluiescjiie position, close to 
a deep gully, whicli (li\oisiries the usual tame uni- 
formity of the plain of (llainoigan. I'o tlris ^l^ilife 
saint, w'ho is vanou'sly called Cadoc, Cattw^^lpi 
Cathmael, retired, and there founded his monastery, 
in conjunction with .st. IHfiig, who was bishop of 
Llandaff at the time, and who is said to have been 
much attached to Ins fiiendslup. 

Cadoc was one of the most notalde men of his 
age: a saintly and active abbot, a prince of influence 
and gibility, a gentle, genial, and philosophic sage. 
His father Gwynllyw, the chieffain of Gwynllwgt 
or Gwendloog, in Monmouthshire, and his mother 
Gwladys is said to have been one of the children of 
Brychan, w'ho gave his name to Breconshire. Cadoc 
/enounced the succession to his father^s principality, 



tfte service ol reMon to i ihe 
of deceitful world/^ ami c|aime^ as his itibesJjStWc^ 
merely the district of Llancarfan, where he fouud^i 
his college." Yet it world seem that his power 
scarcely less than kingly , l)is reputation as a saint 
compensated for the lac k of the royal insignia, and 
his tribesmen still regarded him as their lord. The 
same legend w\ich recoids his renunciation of worldly 
power relates also that he was jirinre over his father's 
and his grandrather’s domains in Monmouthshire and 
Glamorganshire In Lent he u>ed to retire to twa 
of those islands which lend picturLS([ueness to the 
British Channel near Cardiff, — ?>arr)^, now improved 
or ruined by the construction of new docks ; and 
Echni, the Fiat Heine, which still retains much of 
its primitive simplicity, and seems even now to^ be 
as far away from the rest of the woild as it was ir\ 
the days of C\Moc. On Palm Sunday he returned to 
Llancarfan, and stayed there o\ci Easter, supporting 
daily ‘‘ a hundred c Icrgy, and a hundred soldiers, and a 
hundred w^orkmen, and a hundred poor persons, with 
the same number of widows.’’ besides servants, 
esquires, and guests."^ I’his is tirobably only an 
exaggerated picture of the pnnccly hospitality w^hich^ 
Cadoc’s powder over his clansmen enabled him to 
maintain at his abbey. Cadoc s monks wmdd be 
chiefly members of the same tube, whb would rever- 
ence him both as prince and abbot A close con- 
nexion between the tribe and the monastery was a 


* “ Csimbro-Briti^h Saint*^,” p. 45. 
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common feature of the Celtic churches ; in Ireland 
it was the rule that on the death of an abbot the new 
abbot should be chosen from the founder’s kin, and 
the monastery and tribe had certain definite rights, 
which each could exact from the other. ^ 

Cadoc’s birth and power, together with his cha- 
racter and abilities, gave him a position of great 
authority in the Church in Wales. It is in 
Cadoc,” says Professor Rhys,- “ that we find David’s 
most formidable rival,’* — a rival, that is, in his influ- 
ence over the Goidelic branch of the Welsh Celts. 
It was in no s})irit of ungenerous rivalry, however, 
that Cadoc carried on the work for which he had 
forsaken houses and lands. He co-operated gladly 
with David and Hildas in their efforts on behalf of 
the monastic system of Ireland, and made Llancarfan 
a centre of light for Irish students, as David made 
Menevia. As has been already stated, Irish tra- 
ditions bear testimony to the efforts of Cadoc, whom 
they call either Doc or by his baptismal name of 
Cathmael, and to whom they ascribe a mass oi* 
liturgy used in Ireland, St. Canice, of Kilkenny, 
“crossed the sea to Britain to Doc, a wise and most 
religious man, and read sedulously with liim, and 
learned good morals, and was very humble and 
obedient.” 

The Iegen(?ary life of Cadoc, by Lifris/ is full of 

‘ Skene’s “Celtic Scotland,” ii. 66-72. 

^ “ Celtic Britain,” j). 254. 

® Todd’s “St. Patrick,” p. lOO, no/e. 

* “ Cambro-British Saints.” 
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indications of his interest in Ireland, and probably 
contains many stories of Irish origin. It differs 
widely from other Welsh legends in its tone and 
style. Not only is it extravagant and absurd im Its 
miracles beyond the usual measure of extravagance, 
but the saintliness which it i>raises is compatible with 
a spirit of revenge which would j)ut Paganism itself 
to the blush. In these characteristics it resembles 
the later Irish legends, which led Giraldus Cam- 
brensis to comjhain that the very ^aiats of Ireland 
seemed prone to revenge, and to express a doubt 
whether some who were atcounied saints on earth 
would be wSO accounted in heaven. Yet, at the same 
time, this ‘‘life of faults,*' as lafris himself calls it, 
appears to incorporate much early and valuable tra- 
dition, and even its very follies are frequently exag- 
gerations of farts. It may, therefore, be interesting 
and useful to state in a brief form its testimony to 
Cadoc’s connexion with Ireland. At the outset, an 
Irishman is introduced, a hermit, who devoutly 
served God, by name Meiithi, who baptised the child, 
and gave him the name of Cathmael. To him also the 
child w'as committed for instruction, and he taught 
him in Dunatus, and ITiscian, and other arts, for the 
space of twelve years. This Meuthi is the same as 
Tathai, or Tathan, the abbot of Caerw’ent.^ A long 
time after the founding of Llancarfan^ we are told, 

* Todd’s “ St. Patrick,” p. 99, mfr. See ** Cambro-British 

Saints,” pp, z6o-i, where the life of Si. Tatheus makes him 
the teacher of St. Cadoc, and tells pretty nearly the same 
stories. 
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a eertaia day, the bteased Cadac spoke to bii 
dimples on this wise, saying, ‘^My brethren most 
beloved, I kindle’ now with a burning desire to cross 
over to Ireland for the sake of receiving instruction*” 
So a strong boat, besmeared with pitch, was pre-^ 
pared in a harbour of the sea, and the saint set 
sail with certain of his monks. He came to Lis- 
more, and there studied under the chief doctor, 
Muchutu, for the spare of thiee years, until he 
gained perfection in the ^\lloIe of ifestcrn learning. 
It was said that a mona'^ler) was built in his honour 
at Lismore. It is curious to note that in this story 
Cadoc is represented, not as instructing the Irish, but 
as receiving instruction fioui them. IVIuchutu seems 
to be Mochiida, the founder of Lisnioie, of whom the 
beautiful legend is told that, when keeping his father’s 
swine, he heard a bishop and his clergy chanting 
psalms as they jiassed thiougli the woods, and fol- 
lowed them to hear then sweet singing, and thence- 
forth resolved to become a monk, that he, too, might 
take part alw^ajs in sue li celestial melody.^ 

After three years, Cadoc returned to LlailUjpin 
with a large number of Irish and British clergy, 
among whom were “I innn, Macmoil, and Gnavan. 
Of “ Finian,” or Finnian, various stones arc told, and 
a chapel is said to have been built at Llancarfan in 
his honour. ^His name is also appended as a w'itness 
to a gift made by certain princes to Cadoc and Illtyd. 
To Maemoil Cadoc gave one of three altars at Llan- 

' Montalembcrt, “ Monks of the West/’ bk. viii. c* id. 
Mochuda died in 637. 
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which had l>ecil iniraculously tran^|)o1ttecl froto 
JamwaJcm, ^nd built a chnfch for hihi in Monmdiith^ 
shh^, where Manhole, formerly called 
np\r Islands.' Fmnian was the celebrated abbotf' t?fc 
Clonard, \vhose legend nlates that be spent thirty 
years in all in Britain. 

One curious detail m Lifris’s legend is a reference 
to a shaggy garment worn b) Cador, such as the Irish 
were wont to \\ear nut of doois The descent of 
Cadoc IS traced, not only from Vugusius Caesar, and 
Anna, cousin of the Virgin Mar) (so an\ious was 
Cadoc’s biograplier to provide hin. ^^lth illustrious 
ancestors), but also, whicli is vi \cr) curious point in 
connexion \Mth our :>ubjcct, trom the best stocks of 
the kings of li eland/’ 

We have perfect!) trustworth) evidence that the 
connexion bct>\een LLinoarfan and Ireland, v^hich 
Cadoc commenced, was continued b) his successors. 
Cydifor, abbot of Llancailan, who died in 883, sent 
learne i men of his abbt ) to instiucl the Irish.”® 
There is an old V elsh inanu'>cnpt of the ninth 
century iji the Cambridge Unnersity Library which, 
from internal evidence, must ha\e been earned to 
Ireland before 874, and ma) }n\e been carried by 
these very teachers ^ It was an ill leturn for the 

* Near Bedwcllt). It is called Massnuil in a rceolfct dated 
between noi and 1107* 

* ** Brut y Tyw) sog on/’ 

® This is the MS. Juvencus. It “Welsh, of the mnth 
century, but contains entries relating to Nuadu and Fethgna* 
bishops of Armagh, who died respeciA\ely a.d. 8 h and 874, 
which show it to liave been earned to Iicland before the last* 
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benefits received from Llancarfan, if the Irish in- 
fected the Welsh monks with the taste for barbarous 
stories of saintly revenge. Very different from this 
was the spirit of St. Patrick’s faith, as expressed in 
his grand song, which ^^as no doubt familiar to 
Cadoc and his monks. In that “ Coat of Mail,’^ as 
it was metaphorically called, though Patrick recog- 
nises the dread powers with which he had to fight, 
directed against both body and soul, he breathes no 
spirit of savagery against them, but arms himself 
with the sacred name and aid of Christ : — 

Christ with me, Christ befuic me, 

Christ behind me, Chii^t within me, 

Clirist beneath me, Chiisf above me, 

C’hrist on my right, C!u*isl on my left, 

Christ in the fort, 

Christ in the chariot -seat, 

Christ in the })oop. 

C'hrist in the heart of e\cry man who think.s of me, 

Christ in the mouth of every man who .speaks to me, 
Christ in every eye that Nees me, 

Christ in every eai that Iiears me. 

These ver.ses will give us a better idea of the 
masculine devotion and untiring energy which ani- 
mated the old heroes, — Patrick, the founder of Irish 
Christianity, and Cadoc, Cildas, and David, its 
restorers. 

named year If the very probable hypothesis of Mes.srs. 

Skene and Bradshaw is correct, the MS. must have originally 
belonged to the abbey of Llancarvan, and be dated about the 
middle or beginning of the ninth century.” — Iladdan and 
Stubbs, i. 198. 
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Pleasant are the traditions which are connected 
with Cadoc’s name of "Odoeth, “ the Wise.” In 
early conditions cf society, ])roverl>iaA- philosophy, 
such as is attributed to the abbot of Llancarfan, plays 
a very im]iortant part, ^leflections, gathered from 
everyday experience, which appear trite to later ages, 
wear then an air of novelty. 'J'he maxim may em- 
body merely the runent opinion of the time; but, 
when once stereotyjjed, that ojiinion gains a new 
sanction. The truth is obvious, and so it can be 
understood by the multitude ; it is novel in form, 
and so it attracts them Such simple proverbs or 
triads therefore are the most \ a! liable means of cul- 
ture p'ossible for the time in which they are produced. 
They mark a stage of progress from the concrete to 
the abstract ; what was bcfi»re dimly recognised in 
individual instances becomes now an idea which 
may quicken the whole national life. Thus the 
“ Know thyself,’' inscribed on the front of the 
temple of Dcljilii, became the text for the teaching 
of Socrates ; tlic gnomic sayings of the Seven Wise 
Men were the foundations of the glorious edifice of 
Cireek philosophy. In his country and his degree 
Cadoc in like manner did able service. Tradition 
has delivered to us many triads and proverbs which 
bear his name, and, though these cannot all be 
genuine — nay, we know not certainly whether any of 
them are, for in their present form they bear marks of 
a later date than the sixth century — yet their ex- 
istence testifies to the power which the abbot’s pre- 
dominating intelligence formerly exercised. As their 

c; 
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seventeenth-century collector states, Cadboc became 
so famous for his ^ise utterances “that everything 
of that kind ir the Welsh language became attributed 
to his name, and thus the fame of Catoc swallowed 
up that of every one else'’^ There is indeed 
enough literature c\Unt ascribed to him to fill a good- 
sized volume Some of these sa} mgs express merely 
the simplest rc'^ults of obscr\ ition Such is, “the 
'svren’s strength is his ingenuit) ” Others are merely 
embodiments of cuircnt opin on or prejudice, for 
example, — 

The strength of the S'lxon hc'. in In', cunning 

The strength of the In hmaii lies in his lies 

The strength of the eKhni'in lies in hiaiinpitiei ee 

Ihis tind seems hirdlN to si it tlie chancier of 
Cadoc as a friend of Irclind More appropriate 
are the following i>io\ erbs — 

There is no (/od but that wliieli can lu\e no upeuor 
There is no supciioi but thit which superior to all 
There is nothin^ superi n to all but lo\c 
There no love but Gol, no but Ijvc 


Plain moial tiulh whuh would from its fo 
an influence on tlit minds of ill is thus hid 


ha\c 


1 here IS no man n hcio save him that will sj eak the truth. 
There is notlung nvai a man save what he cannot reach — 
hi in self 

There is no loud voice save that which no one hears — 
coiiacience 

\o man has sense svve him ihit perceives he is a fool 
there is no man thoughtful save him that is quiet 


M j \ } nan Ai ch<x:oIog) 
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Shakespeare’s dictuirt is thus anticipated by the 
rrtUhical genius of the 

There is no mat conscientious save hhn'vvho has ar 
affectionate hcait. 

There is no man ha^ ar ''TeriionaR heart save him ^ho 
has natural feeling 

There is no man who Ins n lural feeling a\e him who 
loves inu^ic 

There lb no ir n a low of inusio save him who has genius. 

Asked by one o' his cli ujilcs to d tno Love, Cadoc 
replied — 

“ Lo c, it I 1 lca\eii ’ 

“ And Intc ? tshu^ the L 
“llau IS hdl 
" And ctmsvi(.ncc ” 

“It is the (-><- of (it 1 in ht s ) il of man.*’ 

’The last saying I shall (|Uotc jaotes the presence of 
the kindly Welsh heart in Us authoi, \\lu')e\er he may 
have been — 

There is ii:) man piou^ siie him who is thcerfuld 

Besides triads and inaxiins, fables also are attributed 
to the saintr among them “ 1 he Man ^\ho killed his 
<^re} hound,” the legend now usually associated ^\lth 
Beddgelert, but m this vcision ^Mlh a place named 
Vbergarwan 

It would ajipear that tc:»waids tlic end of his life 
Cadoc visited Bnttan), where he founded a monastery 

’ Most of these translations aie taken, with some alterations, 
from the “Cambrian Kegislei,’ \ok in pp, 319 339. The 
translator’s name is gn tn as Ihomas an Jevan, 

" lolo MSS. 
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and built a “basilica,”^ or church of stone, on at 
small island of the a^fchipelago of Morbihan, called 
after his name Ynys Cathodw, the isljjnd of Catbodw, 
or Cadoc.*^ Breton legends in strange contrast to 
the narrative of Lifris dwell fondly on the gentleness 
of the saint. Virgil, they say, was Ins favourite 
author, and he made his scholars learn his writings 
by l%«art. ‘‘One day, while walking with his friend 
and companion, the fiunous historian dildas, with his 
Virgil under his arm, ihc abbot began to wee)) at the 
thought that the i)oet whom he loved so much might 
be even tlien perha[)s in Imll. At the moment when 
Gildas reprimanded him severely for that perhaps, 
protesting that witliout any doubt \'irgil must be 
damned, a sudden gust of wind tossed ('adoc’s hook 
into the sea. He was much moved by this accident, 
and, returning to his cell, said to himself, ‘I will not 
eat a moiilhful of bread nor drink a dro)) of water 
before I know truly what fate God lias allotted to those 
who sang u])on earth as the angels sing m heaven.' 
After this lie fell asloei>, and soon after, dreaming, 
heard a soft voice addressing him. ‘ Pray for me. 


* Inisiliv a is u'^od in the legends as a lerin for a stone church, 
also at times called lent plum or redaia. Wooden cluirches are 
usually called oratorits (Skene's “ Celtic' Scotland,” ii, 5 ^)* 
The basilica was properly the Roman Imll, which became the 
type of Christian churches. It was a |)arallelogram divide<l 
into three parts longitudinally by two rows of )>illars; these 
divisions became the nave and aisles of the church ; the tribune 
for the judges arranged in a semicircle at one end became the 
apse. — Parker, “ Introduction to Gothic Architecture/’ pp. I, 2. 

® “ CambrO'Ilritish Saints,” p. 67. 
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pmy for me,’ said tre voice; ‘never be weary of 
firaying ; I shall yet si*^g eternally the mercy of the 
Lord/” The next day the book wh’ch he had lost 
was restored in a wonderful way/ 

Brittany did not foig* t the saint. “ Eight centuries 
after his death/’ sa\s Montaleinbert, ‘‘the great 
Celtic monk and patriot was stiil invoked as their 
special pati m by ^he Breton knights in the famous 
little of the 'I'hirt}, ^\hele Beaurnanoir drank his 
own blood. On iheir way to the lieid the> \vent into 
achajx^i dedicated tost, (kid^'c, and appealed to him 
for aid, and returned \irtoriou., singing a Breton 
ballad, whu.h ends thus : — 

He is not the friend of ♦he IJrcton'^ who chx*j> not for 
joy to see oiir wanioiS return widi the yellow broom in their 
casques ; 

lit* Unofricjid of the Bretons, nor of the B.reion saint'*, who 
does not ble.-' St. ('adoc, the pation of our warriois ; 

Ifc who does not shout, and I and worship, and sing. 

In heaieii, rs on eaiih. Cadoc lias no yK‘er.” 

It h.^s been ( onjectured that Cadoc was the original 
of Sir Cialiihad, the licro of Arthurian romance, the 
seeker for the Holy (Irail, with whose story 'Fennyson 
lias made us all familiar.^ ('ertainly the name of 
Cadoc ha.s always been beloved and revered l)y the 
Welsh nation, and wirious tiiads record his celebrity 
iuul connect him with Arthur, fie is called “ one of 
the three knigdits of upright judgment ' of Arthurs 

* Montaleml ert, “Monks of the West/’ bk. \iii. c. ii, 
AHf^onn'ii 7 'ramhitiofi, 

® Miss Vongc, “ Christian Names," p. 279. 
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court, who redressed grievances, protected the orphAti 
and widow, the helpless and the stranger, against 
oppression and violence, his special tficthod of action 
being by “ the law of religion and equity,'’ whereas 
the other two knights wrought by “ the law of the 
land" or “the law of arms/' He was one of the 
“three chaste knights" of Arthur, one of the “three 
holy bachelors*’ of the Isle of Britain, one of the 
three w'ise men wlio were Arthur’s chief counsellors, 
and one of the three w^ise bards " of his court. 
Certainly Fame, if slie has not paid much regard to 
accuracy, has not failed to magnify the name of 
Cadoc, but, alas ! slie has spoken either in the Welsh 
tongue or in a barbarous I .atin, and so her proclama- 
tions have been little heeded by the world at large. 
Yet the abbot of Llancarfan is one of the few 
Britons w'ho liavc done only good to Ireland and 
no evil ; he, more ])erhap'> than any other man in 
the early history of Wales, diffused a form of in- 
struction suited to the c'ai)a( ity of all classes, even 
the least intelligent. Moreo\er, tlic example of his 
life w’as not lost upon his abbey, W'hich continued 
the good w’ork after his death. Sixteen churches 
also exist chiefly in the diocese of Llandaff which 
are dedicated to liim, of fourteen of which he is 
the reputed founder, and six iJangattocks or Idan- 
gadocks (Catrtwg’s church) and tw^o Cadoxtons 
(Cadoc’s town) among the towns and villages of 
South Wales and Monmouthshire preserve his name. 
This much of truth we may safely gather from the 
traditions left us, and with Abou ben Adhem, Cadoc 
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Biay be written down as *^one that lo\ed his fellow 
men,” the beat proof that he also loved his Lord, 
The story of hi^ life presents us with, perhaps, the 
finest picture which the Bnush Chu’-rh possesses of 
the union of noble hi th with saintly virtue,— this^ 
too, in an age when, as the nanres of David, Gildas> 
and many other saints pr ne, $u«.h a union was not 
unfonnnon, and in who^e annals not unfrequently 
‘‘they who w'crc tlie tliemc of minstrelsy and the 
fountains of miipdaiie honoui, the champions of 
innocence, iIk prints and heroes ot the 

earth, arc found among the \ordnj)pers of the 
Lamb m the isscmb’) uf il c simts ^ 


kcntlin D ) > “ M<. 
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CHAPTER XI il. 

AVELSH MONASTERIES— LLANCARFAN — ST. OlEOAS AND 
MAELGWN GWYNEDD. 


Closely connected with the great abbot of Llan- 
carfan and with his monastery was (Jildas the Wise, 
another of the trio who sought the good of Ireland, 
and, perhaps, the most active woiker of all in the 
cause. With Cadoc, we are told, he lived for a 
year at Llancarfan, superintending the studies of the 
monastery, and formed with him the intention of 
removing thence tliat they might dwell as anchorites, 
each on a separate island of the Pristol Channel ; 
with him he welcomed Irish pilgrims at Menevia ; 
with him again he was associated in Prittany, and 
discussed the everlasting destiny of the poet Virgil. 
How much of this is truth and how much fable it 
were difficult to say, but the connexion between the 
two names makes the story of the life of Gildas the 
fitting pendant to that of the life of Cadoc. 

** There were three stocks of saints of the island 
of Britain, so the Welsh jicdigrees say,^ “ the chib 
dren of Brychqn, the children of Cunedda Wledig, 
and the children of Caw of Britain.’' Cadoc belonged 
to the first sacred family, David and Teilo to the 

^ “ Cambro- British Saints,” p. 6oi. 

^ If is mother was a daughter of Brychan. 
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second, Gildas was a son of Caw. Of Caw wd know 
little; Welsh stories relate that hjwas a prince of 
North Britain, who was forced to. It^ave / is principality 
on account of the incursions of the Piets and Sc«/ts, 
and who retired to Anglesey. 11 is son Gildas is said 
to have been born at Alclwyd (Dumbarton) before 
(he exile of the family. Four legendary lives of this 
saint are extant,^ but the only trustworthy details we 
have are those winch we gather from his own works 
and from the W'elsh and Irish annais.* He was born 
in the year of the Briiish victory of Mount Badon, 
about 516, and is said to have l)Cv.a educated by St. 
Illtyd. In 560 lie wrote his -‘History.'^ In 565 he 
sailed on his mission 10 Ireland. One of the legends 
.states that he was invited by King Ainmirc, the cousin 
of St. Columbn, who promised “that he would ol3ey 
him in all his doctrines, if he would come and restore 
eccle.siastical order in Ireland, because almost all the 
inhabitants of that island had abandoned the Catholic 

faith Fqiiipj)ed ^^ith the shield of fortitude 

and the helmet of salvation, he went around all the 


^ These lives nrc so ilitVcrcnt that some have supposed there 
were two pcrs(}ns uf the name of (iiUlas, \\ ho have been con- 
fused willi one another. They are distinguished as Gildas 
Albanius (Gildas of Alban or Scotland) and Gildas Badonicvis 
(Gildas of Badon). There seems, however, to be no ly cessity 
for this theory. — See Iladdan and Stubby i. 156; Pryce, 
“Ancient British Church,” pp. 64-5; Todd’s “St. Patrick,’^ 
p. m, note. Rees (“Welsh Saints,'’ p. 225}, following lolo 
Morganw^g and Dr. Owen Pughe, supposes Gildas to be the 
same as the poet Aneurin, a theory which is not supported by 
sufficient evidence to ensure general adoption. 
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counirry of the Irish, restored churches, and instructed 
the^whole clergy in the Catholic faith and the worship* 
of the Holy^Trinily. He healed the people who had 
been grievously wounded by the bites of heretics, 
and drove away from them^heretical deceits with their 
authors,’^ 

There is mucli exaggeration in this picture, as 
is usual in the legends, for if we may trust the ac- 
cepted chronology, the monastic system was already 
doing good work in Ireland before Gildas’s arrival, 
and Columba had staited on his mission two years- 
previously. Yet all tradition points to a declension 
in the Church of Ireland alter the death of St. 
Patrick and the prevalence of serious errors of some 
kind, from which it was delivered by monasticism 
with the aid of the British Churdid 

Gildas died in 569 or 570. 'Fraditions, in which 
there may be some grains of truth, connect him with 
Brittany, which countrv he is said to have visited in 
the time of Count Conoinerus, tlie bluebcard of his 
age, whose atrocious v/u kedness he miraculously 
punished. 

Some penitential canons and some fragments from 
a second epistle are ascribed to Gildas, as also a 
hymn, or ‘‘loiica/^ but far more imjiortant than these 
is that great w’ork of his, known to the Fjiglishman 
Bede, and still preserved, which is usually divided 
into tw^o parts, called respec tively the ‘‘ History and 
the Epistle of Gildas.’’ It is of an extraordinary 

' See Todd's “.St. Patrick/' pp. lOKiiS; Iladdaa aod 
Stubbs, i. 1 15. 



character, “written ^rhm and without/^ like the 
Hebrew prophet’s ro|l, with laiinentations, ^and 
inoiirning, and woe.” “The land?iouii\eth and Ian* 
guisheth,” such is the burd^^nof its complairit, “ weaie 
become a prey to our eiui^iics, and all because of our 
sin.” It were easy to criticise it^ faults* of style — the 
strained antitheses; the Uir^id ihetoric : the incon- 
gruous union ( cltx and Hebrew imagery, of the 
muse of Jeremiah wjili the muse of Taliesin; the 
overcharged and wearisome iii\ectuej the accumu- 
lation of Scri[)lural texts and allusions, ^\hich the 
author uses as scourges for offenders, but it is diffi- 
cult to enter into the spirit of an age of which wc 
know little, the manners and ideas of which were 
so different fium o'li ow*n ; and rash and petulant 
criticism were out of place. The blemishes so dis- 
tasteful to modern ])ercej»lions were probably regarded 
as beauties hy^ GiidasS own age. Gildas was a 
preacher, and must be judged accordingly ; and, 
though the poet may write for posterity, the preacher 
must preach for his c oiUempoiaiics. 

No gleam of light relieves or heightens the gloomy 
picture which Gildas presents to our eyes. The work 
of the monasteries is scarcely leferred to, but the 
vices of the princes and the ckrgy arc painted in 
all their hideousness. Fools, shameless men,, crafty 
robbers, evolves ready for the slaiigluer of souls, 
gluttons hoarse as bulls by reason of fatness, wallow- 
ing like pigs in the mire — such are the terms applied 
by Gildas to the clerg}^ of his day. In some 
measure this bitter attack may be due to a monk’s. 
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contempt and dislike for a married and secular clergy, 
for the only charge which can be regarded as precise 
is that of simohy. ‘‘I'hey buy their priesthood, 
counterfeit and never likely to profit, not from the 
Apostles or the successor? of the Apostles, but from 
tyrants and from their father the devil.’’ 

'rhe invective jioiired by Gildas upon the princes 
of his day has been referred to in a previous 
chapter. 'Fhe sketch which he gives of Magoc lunus, 
or Maelgwn tbvynedd, < ombined with what is related 
by other authorities, furnishes the best apology for 
tlie violence of his language and for that aversion 
from the world of which the monastic system was the 
product, (iildas and Maelgwn are, for their ages, the 
representatives of two oi)po.site j>rinciples. Maelgwn 
was the liead of the nnal and sacred family of 
('unedda, and in him the forces of the Church and 
the world contended for the mastery. He had great 
capacities and a generous disposition ; if we may 
•trust tradition, he had befriended the father of (iildas 
and given him lands in Anglesey. But the stern 
monk was no respecter of ])ersons ; he flinches not 
from the task of setting his sins liefore the guilty 
king, though a jicrsonal regard seems to breathe 
even in his severity, and it is with somewhat of re^li 
eloquence that he mourns the fail of a sjiirit so noble, 
and seeks the salvation of so splendid a convert. 

How great,” he exclaims, “were the joy of Mother 
<diurch if the enemy of all mortals had not stolen 
thee so lamentably from her bosom I How would 
the tinder of celestial hope kindle in the hearts of 
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desperate sinners if tfou reraained^it among the 
good ! What great rewr rds of Christ’s kingdom 
would await thy soul in the day <?f judgment had 
not the cunning wolf carried off tnee, a woiC 
who had become a from the Lord’s sheep- 

fold !” 

The Church had fin^t taken hold upon Maelgwn ; 
he had been rained by some notable abbot, “the 
elegant master of nearly the whole of Britain,” 
j)erhaps Paulinus.^ But be soon turned aside, and 
in the early years of his youth became his uncle’s 
murderer. Yet contrition fell upon him, and the 
cal), “What shall it profit a man?” came to him in 
his court and among his ]>leasures, as centuries after- 
wards it came to bVi?n( is Xavier, and, for a time, he 
listened to the voice, and in an agony of penitence 
took the vow of the monk. Hut he fell again, and 
his second fall was greater than the first. At the sug- 
gestion of his nephew’s wife, he murdered his first 
Wife and his nephew, and then married his temptress. 
When Cilclas wrote, he was great and powerful, king 
of Cwynedd, or Nortli Wales, and recognised by all 
the Welsh as their over-king, successor to the dignity 
of Gwledig, which his ancestor Cunedda had held ; 
he was “ the island dragon who had bereft many 
tyrants of their kingdoms and their lives, great in 
power, strong in arms, and profuse in largess. Could 
the \>ardon of the Church have been bought by gifts, 

’ So lladclan and Stubbs (i. 164I conjecture ; Rhys (“Celtic 
Ihitnin,” p. 120) thinks it was Cadoc. 
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Im would have won it ; the Red Book of St. Asaph 
still testifies to the endowments he bestowed on that 
see ; he shared with Deiniol the honour of founding 
the see of Bangor ; and he gave lands to Cybi and 
to Padarn.^ But the Welsh Church was severe in 

. o 

exacting holiness of life fioin its members ; no bene- 
factions w^ere accepted as atonement for sin ; gifts to 
the Church might be cvk ted as penalties, but they 
w'ere not regarded as a substitute foi repentance and 
amendment of life \nd so Maclgwn, the la\ ish 
benefactor of religion, the scion of a sacred house, 
w'bich ga\e David, Peilo, and twent} nine other saints 
of less repute to the Church, is lecorded in history, 
notwithstanding all his gencrosit), as one of those 
Avh’o despised corret tion. 1 ike Lancelot of the 
d able Round, lie became the blemish of the noble 
fellowship of his saintl) house ; some, indeed, have 
thought that the Lancelot of romance was the 
Maelgwn of histor\ ' In the legends of the saints 
lie IS mve-sted w ith an almost in\ ihical character, and 
appears as a soit of iiKaination of the world that 
opposed the Chiiuh. d he great tempter of the 

^ Lady Charlotte Guest (“ zMalanogioii,” fhoU, p. 503, ind 
id.) ascribc". to him tiu foiiiidation of Uk Pnor) of Pen moil ; 
but Rcc'i (“ W cKh ’ p 212) g»^cs 1 nuon Prenlim as the 

founder. 

^ There IS a sl^ny in \rthunan romance that Afaeigwn, other- 
wi'iC called Maelgvsa'^, hid in a wojcl and carried off the wife of 
Arthur. Maelgvvas is su]>pose(l to have been confounded with 
MaG'Was, “a ser\ant-boy,*’ which was translated into old 
Romance French as Anccl or Ancclot, otherviise Lancelot. — 
See M'ss ^ onge's Christ wn Names,*’ p 2O2. 
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•saiats,^’^ he is ccmtiniia^ly coming in conSitt with 
them, and is always worsted. Yet here, too,* we 
.get occasionally a transient glimpse Oi^the better 
side of his character. He h"is Cadoc as his con- 
fessor, and charges hi. ^ son not to injure the 
saint. Even in his sins, he reverences the virtue 
which he cannot imitate ; he does not deny the 
truth of the 'ligion whose saints he would fain 
persecute. 

Without la}ing too miirh stress on these stories, 
tliey at least teach us one fact : Maelgwii Gwynedd 
<'Ould understand the monk who sought for heaven 
and for holiness with the excess of a passionate nature 
like his own, and fell in his presence how awful good- 
ness is. When Cybi or Padarn confronted Maelgwn, 
moral powei met brute force, holiness met vice, love 
met hate, gentleness met \iolence, and the divine part 
in Maelgwn’s >oul gained for the moment the supre- 
macy, and the wild beast shrank appalled. But for 
all this no lasting conversion a]>pears to have been 
wrought ; his life ^^as throughout a life of violence 
and bloodshed. At last death approached; the 
\^ellow Plague depopulated the country, and then 
IMaelgwn fled in terror for sanctuary to the church of 
Llanrhos. This may have been merely an act of 
superstition; it may, however, have been an act of 
penitence. Who can say that one in* whose heart 
there seems always to have been some good thing, 
some stirring of the Divine Spirit, may not even in 
the last hour have found mercy for his soul ! If 
he simply sought to avoid the plague, his flight 
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was vain, for he perished miserably, slain, by 
the strange creature who came — 

From the sea-marsh of RhianecUl, 

As a punishment of iniquity 
On Maelgwn Gwynedd ; 

Ilis hair and his teeth 
And his eyes being as goKIJ 

The story is full of pathos and instruction. Such, but 
for the monastic rule, might have been the career of 
Ciildas or of Cadoc. If a man did not become a 
monk he ran in that age a considerable risk of losing 
his Christianity altogether. (lildas, the restorer of 
the faith in Ireland, but the disciple also of a stern 
and unlovely asceticism, whose protest against vice 
savours almost of bitterness and railing ; Maelgwn, 
the prince, who would fain have followed the Lord, but 
liad great possessions, the man of lust and of blood ; — 
these are examines of tlie Churdi and the world of 
that savage age, cliaracters sufficiently familiar to be 
comprehensible with study, and suffu iently strange to 
need and to repa) that stud). If we learn to under- 
stand the king and the iTK.nk aright, we shall under- 
stand the life and the lire-]>roblems of the British 
(diurch of the sixth century. 

W'hcn (iildas adopts the tones of a Hebrew proi>hel, 

’ I'iie v)-cjlled j>roplitTy of Talicsiii. A proverb al^o pre- 
seivccl the memory of his death, which in English is “The 
long sleep of Maelgvsn in the court of Rhos.” The story ran 
that he looked out through the keyhole of the door the 

plague, and so perished. — See Lady Guesps “ Mabhl^gion,’' 
p. 503 {2nd edition). The date of his death is given by the 
“ A unales Cambria* ” as 547, but he fought at Ardderyd in 573. 
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is because he was to the princes and priests ot 
his age what Isaiah and rcremiah were to' the 
i.tnnv'es and priest^ of Judah. .There ij a grandeur 
in his fortitude and boldness v.hich sl.ould awaken 
our admiration; there r^also, })crhaijs, somewhat of 
no!)ility in the princes wliom he withstood which 
should gain lor them our s}ni[)athy and interest. 
'They were uoi respec table h)poc rites, not rold philo* 
sophers, or careless worldlings, to whom religion was 
^ oiUcmplible , they bore with meekness the reproofs 
ot God’s servants; they could feel, and feel deeply, 
< onviction of sin. The convcisi^n of Cystennin, 
which w\as one of the most n m irka])le e\ents of the 
siKlh century,^ may have hsen a icsult of the admo* 
nitions of Gildas’ ‘-I'pisik,' and was tliorough and 
permanent. 'I'he “Liber i .anda\ ensis records the 
milic'tion of excommunication and other |x.'nalties on 
\nrious princes of Sc uth \\ ales, Meiirig and Morgan, 
kings of Glamorgan, Tewdwr ot l)\fed, and ( 'lydri of 
Krgyng, for murder: Gwednacih of (Lvent for fratri- 
c idc ; Gwrgan of Krgyug foi incest. 

These princes, wald men as they were, did not 
struggle against the Chun h\ censure, hut submitted. 
La.ssionate as ICnid in thoii vie cs, such men could be 
ecjually passionate in their lepentanc e. 'Lheir hearts 
w'ere soft, though their ])assion.s were hot. These 
were not as the rich who are sent empty aw^ay, the 
mighty who are put dow n from their scats ; rather 
they w’cre the sinners whom the Church and her 

’’ A i>. 589 (‘‘Annales Cambri.e '*). 
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Lotd call to repentance Estimated by the niles dl 
the Cospel, the W^lsh monks and the Welsh winces 
of these early centuries do not suflfei by comparison 
%it1h the clergy and the aristocrac\ of more moderh 
and n)ore refined periods Perhaps in the judgment 
Cystennin and Mad^un nn) aiisc and condemn even 
the present generation of pi ogress and light 
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CHAi»rr.R XIV 

WEISH MON\SJ FRII S— I LVNlWll M \JOR, ETC, 

Of all the old monasteries of Wales none is more 
ititeresting to a d^^e^el in Cllanioigansbire than the 
college of St. lilted at Llanillt3d Tawr,^ now called 
Llant\Mt Major Ihe Milage is but a short distance 
from Llancarfw\n, and ma) be easily reached from the 
railway-station of Covs bridge. A ^\alk of a few miles 
southward from that dull old to^^n, still a Parliamen- 
Aar}^ borough (ioi it is one of the Cardiff group), 
through a somc^^bat tame but picturesque country, by 
narrow cart-tracks that are quagmires in bad weather, 
across fields with doubtful paths, and along sheltered 
lanes where spring foliage and floweis wake early, 
throughj^hc Milages of Llanblctluaii and Llanvihangel, 
w—^names uncouth to English cars, but rcmindmg the 
instructed *^va) fare r of Liiinis, the fellow soldier pf 
German in the war against hcres), and of the time 
when ic became a custom to call churches after 

‘ I St. Illtjd s Church the C^ricatcr, 7 he monasteiy was 
also called Ca^fworgoin and C6i lewd us; sometimes also 
Bangor IlltycT (Ultjds colkgt), whidi name has led Monta* 
ktJaiMSsrt (** Monks of the West,’* hk. \m. c. u ), followed by 
Kmg^ley Hermits,” p. ^49), to confound it wuh Bangor 
Iscoed ott (he Dee. 
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Michael the Archangel instead of the native founders,^ — 
will tring the pedestrian to the little scattered village 
nigh to the shore of the Bristol Channel which now 
marks the place whither, in the sixth century, llltyd 
and his companions retired. On approaching the 
village the visitor sees, first of all, a large ruined 
building, which, although comjiaratively modern, iuu 
presses his mind, by its si/e and importance, with 
ideas of past greatness, and ])re])ares him for uhat is 
to succeed. Uescending the hill through the (luaint 
village of many streets, past whitewashed cottages, 
often of antique a])pearance, he comes eventually in 
front of a plain ancient building with a belfry. I'his 
is now the town-hall, and the bell still bears the in- 
.scription, Saficte JUute, ora pro nobis^" ‘‘Saint llltyd, 
pray for us.” Near this is the old chun h, a small 
simple structure with little external ornament, showing 
by its architec ture no signs of greater antiejuity tlian 
the thirteenth century, yet standing, it can scarcely 
be doubted, on the same site as Illtyd’s own cliurch. 
On entering, it is seen to be divided into two separate 
parts by a wall ; the eastern i)a!t is alone used, and 
contains curious traces of frescoes on the walls and a 
finely-carved niche. Descending by steps into the 
western part, whicli is suj>j)osed to have been the 


‘ Llanblethian is the Church of .Si. Lupus; Llanvihangcl 
is equivalent to St. MichacT.s Church. There are ninety-four 
rhutches and cba}>e]s in the Welsh (iiweses, dedicated to St. 
Michael; thirty-nine villages named Llanfihangel (Llanvi- 
l.angel), besides villages name<l Michaclston, Michaelchurch, 
...nd St. ^lichaefs. — Rees, “Welsh Saints,” }k 36, 
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Lady Chapel, the visiror finds it to be a damp, grue* 
some place, a receptacle for stones and broken inonu- 
nients of all age'-\ The curiosity of chapel is a 
broken cross of the ninth century, finely carved, whose 
latin inscrijytion is of this purport, In the name of 
God the Father and the Holy Spirit, Howell raised 
this cross for the soul oi his father Rhys/’ This 
Howell was a king of Glainurgan, who died in 885. 
Very interesting, too, is the churchyard, where the 
dust of tlie modem villagers mingics with that of the 
monks and saints who first consecrated this place to 
God’s service, and made the j^nn.itive '‘wilderness a 
fruitful place/' and “ watersjwings of life where before 
was the “dry ground” of violence and brutality. 
Here are seen three am ient i*eli('s, — a curious cylin- 
drical [jillar, which appears to have belonged to 
the base of some large cross, and two inscribed 
stones, the broken remains of fine ninth-century 
crosses. One was raised by Abbot Samson, “ for 
his soul and the souls of King Juthael and Arth- 
inael the dean”; the other is inscrified on one side 
with the words, “Samson placed this cross for his 
soul,” and on tire opposite side seems to have the 
names of Illtyd, Samson, and Samuel, its engraver. 
On a hill to the west of tire church stands the gate- 
house of the Mediaeval monastery of about the thir- 
teenth century, and not far from it 'is the monks’ 
pigeon-house. All that can he traced of earlier 
buildings are some ruined walls in a garden to the 
north of the church and some mounds across the 
brook to the w*est behind the vicarage. 
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Hkyfl^s chui-cli and monastery have disappeatedy 
as is ^natural with buildings that must have been 
mainly wooden, but the earth we tr^jad is sacred, and 
the •natural features of the landscape we look upon, 
—the seal the brook, the fields, — are the same as 
gladdened the heart of llltyd himself when, after he 
had rested from liis journey hither, he looked forth 
Upon the country, and ‘‘ the delightsome place pleased 
him well/’ The writer of his legend, probably a 
Llantwit monk’, describes the scene that he gazed 
upon. ‘‘Around was no unevenness of mountains or 
hills, but a most fertile i>lain cT meadows ; a wood 
very thick with difierent kinds of trees grew therein, 
and was the resort of many wild animals; a most 
pleasant river llowed between lernks on cither hand, 
and springs intermingled with a n\ulet in pleasant 
courses,” The name of the j^lace was Hodnant, 
‘*the fruitful \alley’'^: it wa^ ‘-the most beautiful 
of places.” Clearly the monk was a lo\er of nature^' 
though his admiration was rather for the tameness of 
a level plain and lush meadows where cattle pasture, 
than for the wild and riigged sublimity of mountain 
scenery. 

In this pleasant rctieat, soon after llltyd's coming, 
there rose a j)opuIous village of \vooden huts, grouped 
around, the ‘‘oratory ’ which llltyd had built, and 
surrounded with a ditch and a stone wall. All tra- 
ditions agree in making the number of Illtyd’s stu- 
tlcnts very large indeed, "i'hc Triads reckon Llahtwit 

* So the monk inter ^irets the Wcldi name, but the interjsreta* 
doi has been questioned. 
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ii^ iht f:r&t xank n{ British raoftastcrks, and ascttl>e 
to it two thousand four hundred students. 
says one tradition, which agrees actly widi this 
authority, founded seven hurches and appointed 
seven companies for ea( h church, and seven halls or 
colleges in cadi company, and seven samts ui each 
hall or college, and pra}c and praise were kept up 
without ceasing day vand m d't, by twehe saints, men 
of learning, of each ( omi)an) ^ ‘‘ Illtyd,^' says 

another, ** made on the banks ol he Hodnant eight 
score and eight collci,:^ where two thousand samts 
resided, leading a li/c cording P* the faith of Jesus, 
practising e\c.r) godhness fisting, abstinence, prayer, 
penance, almsgnin^ and chant\, and all of them 
supported and cultnatcJ leaMiing ’ One tradition 
roughly comjnites tlie nunibci of the monks at three 
thousand,' and another estimate is two thousand 
one bundle n 1 he teims “hall and “college” 
aie rathci ])om]^ous wlien ajiplied to the simple*' 
arrangements of the ])iimitne Celtic monastery. The 
original church ol llltNcl was jnobably of wood, and 
close to It would stand a snuller building, used 
as a sacristy \ iittle aj)ait irom the rest of the 
village would be two buikhnas, also wooden, and 
with little to inaik their chstioetion J hese were 
the abbot’s liouse and the giKsts house '1 monks 
were wont to tike then meals in common, in refep^ 
tones somewliat larger than tlic other buildings, 

’ lolo iMSS , p 555 llus perpetual scivice w^as calkcl 
** Laus perennis. ’ 
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connected with wln'tli were the kitchens. Each 
sO'Caded college would probably have a refector>' 
of its own, ^as it 'is. said to have had a separate 
“oratory," for it would bo impossible for two or 
three thousand people to dine together. By the little 
river there stood a mill or mills, and a stone kiln 
beside fordrxing the corn, d'he whole village was 
surrounded by a wall or rampart, either of stone, va 
earth, or earth mixed with stones.' The fields arounil 
were cultivated by the monks, or were ]>astured b\ 
cattle, and so the simple wants of the rommunit\ 
were sujiplied. The watcis of the Bristol C'hannel, 
which at first occasional!} flooded the low'-lying 
meadows, ^^cre kept c>ut by an (.mliankmcnt. A bus^ 
and a pious life was spent in iliis cpiiet s[>ot b} this 
Christian colon}, ~ a useful life, too, for wliic'h the 
w’orld w’as all tlie belter. 1 lie students may not 
have learned mueh, but piobahly learned the little 
well ; (‘rildn^, who studied hc.te, had a very thorough 
acquaintance with the Bible, as his writings prove ; 
and all liad health) work and diet. With no doubts 
and few cares, tlieir h\..s were spent in health and 
happiness. 

The legend of Illtxd's life is curious, and not 
without beauty; ^‘tragical enough,'’ too, as Charles 
Kingsley remarks; ])Ut, imfoi innately, very untrust- 
worthy. lV^iSia])s so much may be accepted for 

* This clc'* riptiim is borrowed fiom Mr. Skt*ne’s descri(>ti(m 
of an Irish mcaiastery (“Celtic Scotland/’ ii. 59). All the 
indications wo possess point to the strong resemblance or 
identity of the Irbh and Uniisli method of building monasteries. 
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truth as thatllltyd was a native of Brittany and a 
knight in his youth, that he founded Llantwir and 
some other chur^‘hes, and imructticcd an improved 
method of ploughing in ales. He is usuaily kncMvn* 
by the Welsh as Illtyd hjyciiog, or Illtyd the Knight.. 
There is a tradition tliat he was buried at *Capel 
Illtyd, in Breconshire, bi.'. his legend states that he 
retired to Brittany and died nl 1)61. iJantrisant, in 
Glamorgansiure, the < hiir< h of the three saints ''' 
(as its name means), is dedicated, tu Illtyd and two 
less - noted Welsh saints. The legend relates a 
patheti( story that, when he retired from the world, 
he left his wife Tryniliid. She retired to the mouiv 
tains, and lived a religious life there. “She built a 
habitation, and founded r-n or Uorv . . . and continued 
to live devoutly, comforting innumerable widows and* 
poor nuns.’^ 

d'hc greatness of l.Lintwit was not of long duration. 
Its position in the ])lain of Glamorgan exposed it to 
hostile incursions and to English influence. There 
were “Saxon clerks at Llantwit as early as 959 a.il 
E dgar, when he invaded Glamorganshire, is said to 
have carried off tliC sacred bell of St. Illtyd with other 
|)liindcr. Afterwards, moved by remorse, and startled 
by a portent, he restored all that he had taken. 
When, in the reign of William Rufus, Robert Fitz- 
hamon and his band of adventurers eK)nqiicied part 
of South Wales and established the Honour of 
(Glamorgan, Llantwit suffered greatly, for the Norman 
leader robbed it of part of its endowments, and gave 
them to the abbey of I'ewkcsbury. Moreover, it 
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lost for a time the right of sanctuaty. In 1150 
Nicholas, bishop of LlandalT, restored this right to 
the churches of ilaucarfan, Lla^twit, IJandoitghi 
St* Fagan’s, Caerleon, and Caerwent. Llantvvit also 
*seeins to have become hhiglisli in sympathy, for the 
appendix to the legend of St. lllt)d is quite anti- 
national in tone, and so llie inonasteiy became the 
object of attacks from j^aliiolK Welshmen. In 
Fitzhamoas time, ihiee thousand of the northern 
Welsh attacked it by night : “if they had come by 
4a3% they would ha\e had tlie Mdoi} ; and it was 
only after a most stubborn (onttNl tliat ‘dhe multi- 
tude of 0^^>ncdd fled 

The other monasteries ul South Wales do not call 
for any detailed ( onsidcraiion J\ (Iwjn or Whit- 
land, in Cannai thcnshiie, \\as the loundation of 
BLshop Pauliniis ; Jlenllan, 01 licnllaiKk on the Wye,, 
of St. Dyfrig. 

Henlian has been identified with \\ ig, or Weeg, the 
traditional see of a bishop ^ I)\riig also founded 
‘Caerleon, among the abbots of vhkli was a certain 
Cwyndaf Hen, buned vit UardsC), who is said to have 
been a Breton by nation, and at one time confessor 
or chaplain at Llantwu.- IJandaff was perhaps 
founded by Teilo, under D) tug’s patronage,'Hhough 
Dyfrig, is also called its piinciiial in traditions.*^ It is 
often mentioned as Bangor 1 cilo, “'J’eilos college.** 

‘ lolo M.SS., p. 548. 

^ Kees, “ Welsh Saints/’ p 219. 

■* ///., p. 243. 

* lolo |>. SS7. 
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Caerw^ni, founded by Prince Ynyr Gwent, had as its 
first abbot the Irishman St Tathan, the preceptor of 
Cadoc, whose narpe is presert>*ed a distorted form 
in the Glamorganshire Milage of St. Athan's. The 
abbot of Docwhnni is mentiohed iu the “ Liber Lan- 
davensis’’ ns one of la ihrce chief abbots of the 
diocese of Llandaff, and e site of liis abbey may 
[>Orhaps be identified uitb Llrndough,' whiuh re- 
covered its ri^ht of sanctuaiy in lime of Bishop 
Nicliolas. The present thuich of LI indough stands 
on a hill overlooking tac serpentine and muddy 
< oursc of the htlle Fi\ci 1 1\, and oopONite to the busy 
port of Cardiff Thc’e an am lenl eioss in its 
churchward, ornamented with cunous knot-work, 
similar to that of the IlnHwit ciosse^. Then c were 
also, w'e ait' told, other colleges in the near neigh* 
bourhood of Cardiff at St. 1 agan’s - and Lianedeyrn* 
'i'he former, whose foundation is asciibcd to the 
legendary h'agan, shared in the benefits of Bishop 
Nicholas's order , the latter said to ha\c contained 
three hundred saints, and to lia\e been founded 
by Edeyin,’ a di^uple of Cadot . and a ‘-on of 

* ('iarkc, L-iml el [i lo. JJat Kecs ('*WeIi»li 

SaiutsP’ p. 220) gi^cs Biahv*}) Jlotlulw) a-, j>robable fninder oi 
IJandough, wlmeas the ft)uiuler of i)uc\uiini is said to have 
been Cungarus, otherwise ealktl Docwinniis (/<^., ilip. A 
tradition m lolo MhS. ([>. 5S7) mentions '♦The cot ^ge of 
/hi/fwy in Morgan wg with a thousand saints." 

MoIoMSS.,p 557 . 

^ Rees “\Vclsh Saints,” p. iho. lolo MSS., p, 636* 
Another tradition {16. , p. 557) mciitiors Knuityrn as puncipal 
with a thousand saints,” 
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Gwrtheyrn, the wicked Vortigern of history and 
romince.^ 

Menevia, , or St. David’s, is chief!) notable for its 
fotnider, the patron saint of Wales, and for its 
fosterage of Irish Christianity. Few trustworth) 
details can be added to the brief summary of its 
work which has already been given, although the 
legends are full of stories which make the student 
sigh or at times smile, so racy are they of the soil 
from which they have sprung. Of St. Aedh of Ferns, ’ 


' A traditional li^t of WcKh monasteries in that curious 
repertory, the lolo M'SS. (p. 557), mentions also ‘‘ Hangor 
Aklan with seven colleges and two thousand saints after the 
names of the seven clays of the week'’; “ Tlie college of 
Mcchell, in Anglesey, for a bundled saints”; ‘“The college of 
Cawrdaf, in Morganwg, for three hundred saint'^'’; “ 'Uhe 
college of I'^lbod, in IJangor, or Elhod, in Arvon, and Elbod 
was principal over five hundred saints”; “The college of 
Sarlloc, in Llandaff, for tliirty saints, and Sarlloc uas the 
principal.’' Aidan was I)a\i(r>> Irish discij)Ic, Aedh ; Mechell 
was founder c^f Llanfeched, in Anglesey; C'awrdaf was a prince 
of IJrecknockshire, who retired to Ii\e as a monk at Llantwit ; 
Elbod was the bishop of Hangor who introduced the Roman 
Easter into the British Church. — See Rees, “ Welsh Saints,” 
pp. 270, 305, 30S. Fiangor Elbod and Sarlloc’s college at 
Llandaff are possibly the same as Bangor, or Bangor Deiniol, 
and Teilo’s IJandaff college. A monastery is said (“ E^ur 
Ancient Books of Wales,” ii., pp. 237, 431) to have been 
founded at Trallvvng, now Welshpool, by St. Llewelyn, in the 
sixth century. Pennant (“Tours in Wales,” iii., p. 163) tell> 
a story of the foundation of an abbey at Tennant, close to the 
Berwyn Mountains, by Brochvvacl Ysg)’throg, Prince of Powys, 
for St. Melange! 1 , the patroness of hares. 

" This saint is also called Moedhog, or Maidoc, a name which 
illustiates a peculiar Irish custom. “The Irish,” says Todil 
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one of David's disciples, we are told that, when a 
boy, he was keeping a flock of sjiecp, and seeing 
eight hungry pass by, he ^as so moved with 

exceeding pity that he gave them each a wethet.to 
eat. d'his, ])erhaps, may be deemed a superior tale 
to that of Buddha’s compassion for the starving 
tigress, to satisfy whom he gave himself to be eaten, 
for it contains an additional element of genuine 
humour pecmiarly its own. Ilesides Finnian ot 
Clonard, witli Molac and Bar, wlio have been men- 
tioned pre\iously, Scuthin and Senanus are said to 
have visited David at IMenevia.^ d'o Senanus David 
is said to have given his own staff on his departure 
as a pledge of fiiendship and brotherhood. 

Perhaps wc may gather from tlie facts of David’s. 


t“St. Patrick,” p. 1 15, no/t], ‘‘had two ways of expressing 
devotion to a particular saint. The tii^t was by using the 
diminutive of his name. 1 he second was by prefixing to his 
nami; the tnonoun mo, my. Sometimes, as in the present case, 
both were oomliined. AoJ/i wa^ this bishop’s original name; 
the I^atin diminutive form was AeJa/iu.' : the Irish diminutive 
Ak^/i-oj, to which if we prefix } 7 /o, we liave or 

or, as it is pronounced, It is a curious 

circumstance that in the diocese of Ferns the jieasantiy, who 
are of English descent, call their childien Acaun, or Edan ; 
those of Irish descent call their children Moiute to this day,” 

' Menevia is the Latinised form of the Welsh ^Mynyw, 
'J'he place w^as originally called Ilen-fynyw”, “.the old bramble- 
bush.” The Irish called it Killinuine. The “ Annales 
Cambrim” call k once Moni Judeorum. These Judei are not 
Jews, but are supposed by Rhys (“ Celtic Britain,” p. 150 
to be some non-Celtic tribe. The Irish used to call the Firth 
-of Forth * ‘ the Sea of the Giuds,” 
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wtk Tor Ireland some information as to the length 
of the saint*s laborious life. Rhyddmarch, in his 
legendary life, stales that he lived the age of one 
hundred and forty-seven years, which is too much to 
be credited, but it is not improbable that his life wm 
of unusual length. Aciording to the Irish annals, 
St Finnian of C'lonard, who was St. David’s disciple, 
or at least his iatc, died in 552, whereas another 
disciple, St Aedh, did not die till 632. As w^e have 
seen, the Annales Cambiijc *' give the date .of St 
I)a\id s death as 601, and, although this seems very 
late when compared with I innian's date, k harmonises 
very well with the date of Aedh, so that we are led to 
the conclusion that I)a\id^ life must have extended 
over nearly the wh(>lo of tlie sixth century.^ 

(’uiunib'* Iona, wli > a of I'innian if 

Cioiiarii, and \ili> tlicu in ht> '•event) M\tii (heiJ befinrv 

>t DaviJ {597 
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CHAPTER XV. 

EKITISH ^^0^' \MI Rll S orisior \U — THE RfSUI.T^ 
or Virs's \N(»Kk lOR IRFJ VXD. 

We have certain kn<)\vk‘d^"(‘ ol \<.iy few monasteries of 
iJritisij foundation (>nt^ide W i here were a few 

in ('oinwail ; m Sonienct there was Glastonbur}! 
whi< h at a laici ]><.no<i was so renowned; and in 
(ialloway there was St Ninu^^ foundation of 
Candida ('asa, oi Whitiuine 
1 he onI\ tvNO Comi'iii nona^t.uics which quite 
ccitainly belong to die Xiuam Ilntish C’hurHi arc St. 
Cfcnnain's and Ilodmin, or lVir<.K kstowa St i*etror\ 
who gave his < amo *o the lattck ^aid to have lived 
in the sixth (en*i’r\, and to ]ia\e died at Bodmin. 
He is reputed to ha\c been t'nc uncle of St. Cadoev 
and a }ounghrothei of (bwnlhw 

There are also a t^w founP.ations w hu h arc certainly 
early, and may pcs^ibl} \k Bluish. Such are a 
monastery at I aunccston, the ]utl>endal (hurch of 
St Brobus, and the rollegiate ( huu hes of St. Carantoc 
and Perran/alniloc. Of these the most intere^dng 
h the last, the duncli of St. Tuan or^i’erran in the 
sand’’ {/// sahdi>\ as its umoulh name means. 
XVhclmcd by the sand m \ery early times, it was 
recovered in peifect condition in 1835, only to be 
reduced to ruins in a short time by irreverent hands. 
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It was a small, rude building, divided into chancel 
and 'nave, with traces of a screen. At the east end 
was a stone altar, standing lengthwise east and west, 
l)eheath which were found tlirec skeletons. It had 
little OHiamcnt save a ))lain moulding around the 
.south’ door, with three heads, one of a leO[)ard at the 
keystone, and two luimaii heads, one on each side 
nt the spring of the arch, 'i'here were two windows, 
one on the ‘south side near its east end and the other 
in the centre" of the cast wall. In tlie northern 
corner of the cast wall was a second doorway, and 
stone seats ran round the north and west sides of the 
interior and along the south side as far as tiic chancel 
screen. The whole length ot tlie l)uilding was 29 ft., 
the breadth 16 J ft., the height of the gables 19 ft., and 
of the north and .south walls 1 3 ft. d'he walls were two 
feet thick, ‘‘d’he stones which form the building 
are thrown together without any attempt at regular 
courses, or any regard to what masons term ‘joints.l 
'I'hey consist of picc'cs of moorstone, quartz, por- 
phyry, slates, &:c., all colku ted in the'^^iminediale 
neighbourhood, and some of them round and smooth, 
as if taken from the bead of a stream. All these 
appear to ha\e been jnii together in the rudest and 
simplest way, imbedded in the < lay mortar, according 
to the. Roman method, but without the tiles and flat 
stones the Romans used to bind tlieir work/’^ Near 
the church was a small cell. “Lanpiran’’ (Piran's 
< hurch) is mentioned as a collegiate church in 

' Ua^lanj's “ fVrran/abuloe,'* p. 6S. 
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Domesday Book. St. Piran, or Ciaran, was an Irish- 
man by birth, a friend of St Patrick, and bishop of 
Saighir in his own country. The story of his visit to 
Cornwall is doubtful He is said to have been sehfby 
St. Patrick, to have landed at Pendinas, now called 
St Ives, from la, one of his companions, and to have 
been buried at Lanpiran about 480. He was long 
the patron saint of the (^jrnish tinners. There was 
once a St Incline’s rhaj)el at Cardiff. Other ancient 
churches in Cornwall have been preserved by the 
whelming sand for the study of archaeologists, and 
ancient inscriptions and crosses testify to early 
Cornish Christianity in periods before and after the 
establishment of Saxon rule. 

The most illustrious of all the monasteries of 
British foun<lation was that of ( Hastonbury. Founded 
in the island of Avallon (Vnys Afallen, the island of 
apples), or Ynyswitrin. the church of St. Mary, was 
originally a mean structure of wattle ; but so great 
were the benefactions wliich it received in later times 
that it became transformed into one of the most 
magnificent edifices in ih.e country, the extent and 
beauty of whose ruins still compel the astonishment 
and admiration of all who vi.sit them. One story 
attributed its foundation to the missionaries sent over 
to laicius, but this savoured too little of marvel to 
satisfy all tastes, and so arose the legend of Joseph of 
Arimaihoea and his twelve companions, who came 
thither bearing the Holy (bail, and who by angelic 
command built a chapel of branches of willow. 
All the British saints must needs also do honour to 
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tlie place, and so Gildas is ‘^captivated by its 
saoctiiy,^' and dwebs there for many years; David 
comes with seven ^I’fTragan bishops puri>osing to 
dedicate it, but is taught by a \iMon that the Ix>rd 
has already dedicated it to IDs mother , Brigid comes 
from Ireland nnd lea\es there hei ‘•necklace, scrip, 
and implements foi embroidcrinL; ' , and Patrick, 
after his %\ork in Ireland is done, spends there his 
last years as abbot, and there is buried. There, too, 
was laid to rest the bods of the British liero, King 
Arthur. So maiiN, indeed, and sojiovvtrful were Us 
patrons, according to these stories, that William of 
Malmesbury supposed tliat none of its inhabitants 
could ever fail of winning liea\cn, when assisted b) 
their virtues and inter(es>ion 7 he mar\ellous pte 
servation of the budding gue some < oloiii to such 
belief. When the Pagin lai^^lwh burst into the west, 
captured Gloucester C irenecstci, and Bath, and even 
l3Uincd ‘‘ the white tiA\n in the \alle}/ I'liconium, 
near the Wiekin, whose remains (an sldl be seen, 
they passed m their inaidi to the east of (jlastonbury 
and left it untoiK hed , and u did not fall iiilo the 
invaders’ hands until the fierce con(|UCior had Idni' 
self been conquered b) tlie Gross, and so levereiKcd 
the captured shnne. Bishop Baulinus, of Rochester, 
is said to ha\e co\ered the wattle structure with a 
casing of boards and lead, for he would not destroy 
the older work, fearing to dimmish the sanctity of the 
tdiftcemhis endeavour to increase us beauty. In 
6oi, in the time of Bishop Maworo and Abbot 
Worgrez, the British king of Damnonia granted the 
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moM^a^y five cassatcs of land, or about fivo hundred 
acres* But the greatest benefactor was the Sa^xon 
king Ine, who erected in 725 a new church, dedi- 
cated to the holy Aj)Osiles, and gave ‘t an a^iple 
endowment and large priN ilegcs, confirming also all 
that liad been given previously i>y his predecessors, 
f^bencwalrh, Chentwin, Chcdwallat and Baltred* 
Even in fioi the church of St. Mary was known, as 
^*lhc old chuich, ’ a name wliitli it continued to hold, 
%vhilc the awe and rcvcieiKc wuh which it was 
regarded were increased oy lansc ot }cars; to swear 
by it was the most sacred oath that an) one in the 
district could take ; to ])ray in it was to secure 
acquittal in the trial by ordeal, only one instance of 
failure being kno\sn , us ground, hallowed by the 
bones and ashes of saints, was so awlul that scarce 
anyone dared to kccp\igil thcie b) niglU; no one 
built near it .0 as to obstriKt its light ; no one would 
bring horse or l^awk within its remeter). Pilgrims 
thither in the twelfth century w’cre astonished on 
their approach b> beholding near it two ancient 
pyramids, — one of five stones and 28 ft, in height, 
adorned with statues* and inscribed with names 
which could still be decqihcrccl, although it was 
threatening to fall from extreme age ; the other of 
four stories and 26 ft. in height, also inscribtd with 
names, in this case of well-known abbots and patrons* 
Within the church there were greater marvels still : 
its altar wsis laden above and beneath with a multi- 
tude of relics; on the right side stood the stone 
pyramid, cased with silver, in which, the pilgrims were 
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told, lay the sacred ashes of St. Patrick ; on the left 
side another with the bodies of St. Indract and St. 
Hilda ; the ftoar was inlaid with j)olished stone, and 
on every side it contained stones laid in triangles and 
squares^ ai^d sealed witli lead, under which some 
sacred mystery was sup])osed to he hidden.^ Vet, for 
all the sanctity and religious awe whic h encompassed 
Glastonbury, the pilgrims would remember how some 
years before, in 1083, it was the scene of a great deed 
of sacrilege, when Abbot I'hurstan, in his zeal U> 
introduce a new metl^od of < banting, l.)rought in 
French soldiers to coerce the ob>linatc monks, who 
shot at them as they lay around the altar, killed some 
and wounded many, and even (sc) men told with 
horror) jjierced the enu itix itsell with their arrows. 
As he looked u])C)n the ( ru< iti\, no doubt many an 
English pilgrim would think, c)r j^erchance would 
whisper to safe ears, for ICnglishmen were ever out 
spoken and wont to c ritit ise their rulers, — ‘‘ A woeful 
change from the time of the good Abbot I lunstan, 
who beautified this monastery cjr cter the Norman 
tyrants came to I'.ngland/’ One more catastrophe 
was to befall Glastonbury before the last and greatest. 
In the time of Ileury 11, there was a. great fire, but the 
monastery was again restored by Ralph Fitzstephen, 
acting OCX the king's inslruc tions. Sue li a calamity as 
this was unavoidable and iicA unfrequent in the history 
of monasteries, but none of the pilgrims could have 
foreseen, as they looked towards the pictures<[ue 

‘ William of Malmesbuo'f ‘'Ck‘sta Regiira Anglorum,” i, 
19 36J “I)e Antir{. Feel/' 
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Torre Hili, that four centuries after their time the 
abbot of Glastonbiiry, Whiting by name, “a very 
^ick and weakly old man/' but resolute in his oppo- 
sition to sacrilege and ttnnny, would be executed 
with two of his monks on tliat lull, the four quarters 
of his body being placed rcspectuely at 'Veils, Hath, 
llchester, and llndgewater, and his head upon the 
gate of his oun abbey, d'hc monaster), which had 
csca^Kjd the dtstroving hand of the Pagan Saxons, 
was broken down uill icsslv, wuhout icgard ciUier for 
us sanctity or Us lieaut v , but Nature, clothing it with 
besh grace and pathetu lignit), has sought to remedy 
the ravages ot man. 

Hut the lust of deUriK non, tlie haired or disregard 
of things holy, aie not \et evtnut in tlic heart of 
man, though now tlicv ma) excite pca.sants more 
IrcMiuently than lings. The antapiities of the early 
t'hnstianity of (liiioway, which escaped the icono- 
clastic 7eal of Reformers, hue sur\i\cd only to be 
battered and defaced in our own day. Some time 
ago most interesting disc o\ eras were made in a cave 
m the parisli of (Jlas^crton, \\ glonshire, adjvicent to 
Whithoin. Lcual tradition has aiwa\s associated thus 
cave >vith the early Pntish ( hrislians, and it has 
borne the name of st. Nmian's cave. 'I'herc were 
found a stone ]>avcment ; no less than eighteen 
< roves, carved either on the walls oj the ca\e or on 
separate flags or boiildeis; a latin inscription; a 
human skeleton; and “a boulder in which was 
lonned a cup «. iher for baptismal or domestic pur- 
l>oses.’^ 1$ :.sides these remarkable discoveries in the 
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cave itself, others of much interest and importance 
were made in a large grass-covered mound at the 
cave's mouth. ^ Thd'most valuable was a flag of very 
hard rock “ richly carved over the entire surface of 
one fac»'' with an intricate interlaced cruciform 
, design.' Tae lover part of the shaft was occupied 
by an oblong panel bcaiing an insniption in Runic 
characters/'^ which has been assigned to the sixth 
century. AH the^e reli(sweie carefully arranged in 
the cave, and protected by a railing and a gate at the 
entrance ; but, to the great pain and indignation of 
all Scotchmen of cultiiie and light feeling, on last 
Whithorn fast-clay an outrage vas perpetrated by 
some miscreants, who Inn led large stones at the 
crosses, and succeeded in doing great damage. The 
remains of a broken \^hi'^ky bottle lying among the 
fragments of the (.rosscs point tlic moral of this sacri- 
legious deed, pei petrated by the humble imitators of 
Hie royal iconoclast. 

St. Ninias’ College at W'hithcrne, or Whithorn, was 
the most notable among monasteries of British origin 
in what we now call Scotland. St. Kentigern also, 
according to the testiinon) of his biographer Jocelyn, 
founded monasteries there, but the work of Whit- 
herne for Ireland gives it a higher name and rank 

* Siatsmiu, Aug. 13, 1886. Ill a \igornus .'irticle it asks, 

Is it to be suppo cd that this Vandalism has been the act of 
Whithorn keepers of a fast-day ? Or are v e to suppose that 
-some iconoclasts, filled with holy zeal ard malt-spirit, Imve 
sought to vindicate their Protestantism by demolishing crosses? 
.... We prefer to think that the perpetrators were simply 
mischievous brutes to whom nothing is sacred.” 
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than these One of its abbots, Bishop Cairnecttf 
visited Irelami, and * became the first bishop of the 
dan Niall and of TeLmhar, or ^ ara, and he was 
first mart}r and the first monk ol Pdier 

statements m the legend show tliat this happened 
before 478 v d and, ihcicfoic, probabh m ♦he life- 
time of Sl Puiick, \\lu>, acc ceding to the Irisli 
annals, died in 402 or 493 \\hate\er may have 
been the <*igin of St Tatra ks mission, it is clear 
that he \^as aided mud b) the T uish Chuidi, as 
‘*Roman> (thu \ obibh, men of the Roman 
provin( e oi Triiun) and Tn ons abo are mentioned 
among lus bisho])^ soim. cf his ckrg\, as the ten 
sons of Ih If i m, \\>[ t u to hi\c (onie from Scotland.* 
The call) <oniK\ion ol \\ hithcriK ^\ith Ireland is, 
therdure, under the ciuumsi me c", quite natural, 
e peeull) d Tatruk himseil a native of Dum- 
baiton 

But St Patiukb church, though it contained^ 
‘dnonks and virgins of Christ, ^ vv is essentially com- 
poseci of scculir dcie^ n ‘icj etcil not the services 
and soeitlv c/ women ' What W hitherne and the 

* Skem , “(tUu Siothiul II p :to 

See further i < tUN st 1 itritk, jp 496 7 
Sktuc, “(tint Stoihnl, 11 p 23 In I ft/ 

‘ fifty men of the Unions \Mih Momii irc mentioned among 
St Palnck s okrgy Mochn ibbol ct Louth, who is calletl 
the prcsbjttr or archi plt^b}ltl ol I 'ilritk, ^\as 1 Bnioii.-^See 
Fodd, “St Faliick,’ p 29 

* Skene, Scotland, n p 36, waA 

* “C^onfcbSion of st. Patnek 

® Caiah^te n^J the Si/ffh 0/ If e^ift , Todd 5 * St Patnck,** 

p 88 
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Welsh monasteries did was to infuse the monastic 
spirit, and so transform the church into a monastic 
church The seor^nd order of saipts (544-572), 
which reverenced David, Gildas, and Cadoc as the 
authors of their liturgy or liturgies, “refused the 
services women, scj)arating them from their 
monasteries.” Whithcrne acted chiefly on the north 
of Ireland, the Welsh monasteries on the centre and 
south. Whithcrne, as has just been shown, was 
earlier in sending out a missionary, for (iildas^ mission 
was a hundred years later than that of Cairnedi. It 
was also probably earlier in receiving students, for 
St Monenna, who sent Ihignat, one of her maidens, 
thither, died as early as 519. As we have seen 
already, a reaction set in after St. Patrick's death ; 
paganisni, crime, perhaps heresy, threatened to undo 
his work, and so earnest men and women looked 
with interest on British monasticisin, hoping to find 
^therein a more potent machinery for ('hrislian work 
than they already possesNcd. 

It will be useful, before passing on to that struggle 
for independence in whh !i the Churches of Britain 
and Ireland were so closely allied against the in* 
trusion of Rome, to trace bnetly what the students 
whom Britain trained did for the Irish Church^' llrtd 
to compute the total debt that Ireland owed to 
Britain.*^ Finni;in of ('lonard, St. David's .teend, we 
are told, returned to Ireland “to restore the faith 
which had fallen into neglect after the death of St. 
Patrick,” and “ to gather together a people acceptable 
to the Lord.” At hi.s monastery of Clonard he was 
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the “foster-father of the saints of Ireland/' and 
trained those who weni called “ the I'welve Apostles 
of Ireland.”^ , Among the Whitherne students the 
other Finnian, o{ Maglibile, or Moyville, was the 
most notable. He came as a boy to vVhitherne, and 
is said by tradition to ha\c “first brought \e XJoipel 
to Ireland^’; that is, possibly, St. Jerome’s translation 
of the Cio.spel. St. Kncla, sent by his sister in his 
youth to s -uly at W'hitherne under Mancenus, 
founded a monastery on one of the Aran islands, on 
the west coast of Irelan 1. Fi^hernar and luigenius 
were scaieelv voluntary students , the) \Ncrc carried 
to Britain when h(>}^ by jaratc^, but were sent to 
Whithernc at the queen's mteiression. d ighernar 
founded the monastery of Ciailoon m l.oiigli Erne. 
Eugenius Ardstrath { Vidstraw). near Derry. 

To the British Church, thercfoie% must l>c a^crib€d 
a great share both m founding and building up the 
('hun h of Ireland. But the ultimate lesult's of its 
action were gi eater than these. Monastinsm supjilied 
exactly ''hat Ireland needed, and a most e.xtra- 
ordinary outburst of zeal and enthusiasm followed, 
iredand became the isle of saints ; missionaries went 
ftwlh thence to all parts, as froiv. the Holy Land in 
the first century of Chiisiiaiiil) , nhen the cross and 
the open tomii were }et frcsli in men's minds. She, 
too. had her Twelve Ai>ostles, as r.^’eslineli id had 

' Among were Columba of Iona ; Urendan, who 

gathered round him 3,000 monLb at Clonfert ; and Ciaran, 
** the son of the artificer/* who founded in 54S the monastery 
<tf CJonmacnois. 
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hets. Some nations, like China, have a long tat 
comparatively barren life; some, like England, de- 
velop slowly but ^Continuously, and can produce suc- 
cessive harvests without impoverishing the soil ; 
o|.hers, like the state of Athens, have a sudden and 
splend’(t^l?lossoming of vigour and youth, but it is 
brief and transient. Ireland belongs to the last class. 
If, however, “better fifty years of Europe than a 
cycle of Cathay” be a good maxim, Ireland need not 
too bitterly bemoan licr fortune. History, indeed, 
which has extolled Athens, has neglected her, but 
this merely shows what bad Christians we are, and 
how we still judge ac('ording to worldly and pagan 
standards. “The glory of the ('clestial is one, and 
the glory of the terrestrial is another, and Ireland’s 
glory was of the former (lass. Not only were the 
monasteries renowned far and wide for their learning, 
for their study of the arts, fur tlieir transcription of 
manuscripts, which were dispersed over Europe, and 
are still the pride of man} a library, but tliey poured 
forth saints, who cariicd to otlier lands the same 
burning zeal. Thirteen mon.i>teiies were founded by 
the Irish in Scotland, twelve in England, seven in 
France, twelve in Armorica (Brittany), .seven in 
Lorraine, ten in Alsatia, sixteen in Bavaria, fifteen 
in Rhetia, Helvetia, and Allcmania ; also many in 
Thuringia an<i on the left bank of the Lower Rhine ; 
and six in Italy. Of saints of Irish origin who are 
recognised as the patrons or founders of churches, 
there were a hundred and fifty in Germany, of whom 
thirty-six were martyrs ; forty-five in Gaul, thirty in 
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Eetgium, thirteen iii Italy, and eight m Nor^y and 
Iceland.^ Of all these saints two stand pre-eminesil;, 
who, from the similarity of dieir Oames, have occa- 
sionally been confounded with one another. Columba 
of Iona, the apostle of Scotland, wfts trained.^ by 
Finnian of Moyvillc and by hinnian of Ck and 
thus was the spiritual offspring both of hitherne 
and Wales. Columbanus, lorn in 543, the year of 
the death of St. Benedict, {icnetrated with his mis- 
sionary band into France, Suit/erland, and Italy, and 
founded at’ the foot of the V^osges, amid relics of 
Roman greatness and Gaulish idolatry, the great 
monastery of Luxeuil, and in a gorge of the Apen- 
nines, not far from the site of Hannibars victory of 
Trebbia, the no less notable abbey of Bobbio, the 
citadel of orthodoxy against the Arians — a focus of 
knowledge and instruction which was long the light 
of northern Italy.” ’ The abbey of Luxeuil planted 
other monasteries, and, for a time, it seemed as if the 
stern rule of Columbanus would prevail o\er that of 
Benedict, and establish itself as the universal rule of 
the West. 

Strange to our more sober da}s are many of 
the stories of the enthusiasm of this period. 
When we read how St. Tathan, Cadoc's Irisli 

* Montalembert, “Monks ot the \Vcbt,”*l)k. i\. c. viii. 
Virgil, or Fergil, abbot of Saltzburgli, an Irishman, was called 
“the Geometer,” because he piopounded the theory of the 
sphericity of the^^rtli and the existence of the antipodes, — 
Todd, “St. Patrick,” pp. 64-5. 

“ Montalembert, vol. ii. p. 438 (authorised translation). 
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preceptor, sailed away from Ireland with his com- 
panions in a vessel without sails and oars, trusting 
in the mercy c4 God to carry them whither He 
\YOuld, we 'may, perhaps, smile and say, “Another 
jnonkish fable 1” But the “Anglo-Saxon Chronicle,’^ 
a resi^1t!^4able authority, tells an exactly similar tale 
of three Irishmen who desired “ to i:)e in a state of 
pilgrimage they recked not where,” and were brought 
to shore in Cornwall in the days of King Alfred. The 
strange, • wild* story of St. ih*endan’s voyage, that 
“monkish Odyssey” w^hich has fascinated alike 
Charles Kingsley and Matthew Arnold, did not seem 
impossible to men of this type. Some of Matthew 
Arnold's verses describe what may have been an 
actual experience of some of the bolder spirits 
among the Irish missionaries : — 

Saint Biandan sails the northern main ; 

The brotherhood of saints aic glad, 

He greets them once, he sails again ; 

So late ! — such storms I - The saint is mad. 

He heard, across the howling seas, 

Chime convent-bells on wintry iiiglits 

He saw, on spray-swept Hebiides, 

Twinkle the monastery lights. 

Jbit north, still north, St. Hrandan steer'd : 

And now no bells, no convents more ! 

The hurtling Polar lights are near’d, 

"i'he sea without a human shore. 
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CHAPTER X\T. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPEN’DENCE.— I. THE SAXON 
CONQUEST, AND THE SUBSEQUENT POSI'HON OF THE 
CELTIC CHUI CHLo TOWARDS ROME. 


Thb.r Lord they will prai'^e, 
Their speech they will keep, 
Their land they will lo e, 
Except w'ild Wales. 


So sings the pseudo-Taliesin of the conquest of 
Britain by the English, the race of “the coiling ser- 
pent.” It is unnecessary to tell the tale here; Bede 
gives the sum of ilie whole matter, so far as the 
British Church is concerned, in a few words: — “The 
conflagration spread from the eastern to the western 
sea, . . Public and private buildings were over- 

thrown ; jj^prywhere priests were butchered before 
the altars ; prelates and people, without any respect 
of persons, were destroyed by fire and sword.” Chris- 
tianity and whatever survived of Roman civilisation 
were driven back to the West. At the time of Augus- 
tine’s landing all that remained to th^ Britons was 
Strathclyde, extending along the coast from the 
mouth of the Clyde to the Dee, with the districts of 
Elmet and Loidis, in Yorkshire, and part of the mid- 
lands; North Wales, or the country west of the 
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Severn; and West Wales, comprising Cornwall and 
Devon, with parts of Somerset and Gloucestershiice. 
^rhe Highlands tf Scotland were inhabited by the 
vsayage and pagan JPicts; the islands and Western 
Ij^hlands by the Scots from Ireland, among whom 
the Irjsri^^issionary, St. Columba, had already settled 
in 563, and begun his great work. In parts of the 
English district, Britons may have remained as the 
slaves or subjects of the conquerors, but here and 
there, at. least, a i)olicy of total extermination had 
been carried out : ~ 

Another langungc sprcacK from coast to coast ; 

Only perchance some melancholy stream 
And some indignant hills old names preserve, 

When laws, and creeds, and people all arc lost.' 

The testimony <;f Gildas proves that there had been 
numerous Christian churches all over Roman Britain; 
but so great were the ravages of the pagans, that it is 
only possible to trace a few outside Wales and Corn- 
wall. Glastonbury is but an illustrious exception. 
St. Martin’s, at Canterbury, still contains Roman 
bricks, and the visitor looks with interest upon the 
huge font in which Ins guide tells him the first Chris- 
tian king of Kent was baptised. The piety of Queen 
Bertha, who used this church as licr oratory, and the 
timely '"are of Augustine, preserved here one monu- 
ment of the earlier Christianity of Britain. In the 
city itself, Augustine “ recovered a church,” on the 
site, of which stands now the glorious cathedral. 


' Wordsworth. 
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are also traditions of ancient British churches 
at St Alban’s and Eveshan^. Although the early 
chprches of the Britons were gcnerMly constructed of 
wood, it would appear that in disuicts which came 
thoroughly under the influence of Roman civilisa^iSin^ 
churches of more solid construction were n*' l iincom- 
mon, apd so among the nuns of Roman greatness, 
melancholy memorials of a i^tiong and haughty race, 
whose long but barren sojourn has left the scantiest 
traces on our national life and civilisation, we find 
occasional relies of Christian churches. These 
are mostly m Kent. Ii* the castle at Dover there 
are remains, probably of the fourth and fifth cen- 
turies ; at Richborough, the old Rutupiae, in the 
camp, there is a ruin of cruciform shape on a platform 
of Roman work, which has been sujiposcd to be the 
base of a church ; and at Reculver and Lyminge 
Roman bricks or Roman work can be traced. A 
church at B3ii.^\orth, in Northamptonshire, is also 
supposed to ha\e been a Roman basilica.^ frag- 
ments of monuments, pottery, tiles, and bricks of 
Roman date, vhich testify to the faith of eaily ages, 
h^e been found in various parts of the country. A 
brick was found m the seventeentli century in Mark 
J>ane, London, stamped ^^ith figures supposed to 

’ The walls ai e Roman w iih the aithes filled up with ru'^ble- 
■w ork ; the arches are formed of Roman tiles, and are double, 
<me over the other, for additional strength. ... It has a tower 
of the eleventh cefftury at the w'est end built upon the Roman 
walls eithei of a porch or a western tribune.” — Parker, 
trodttetion to Gothic Architecture,” p 9. 
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represent Samson and the foxes. Even a trace of a 
semi-Christian heresy has been discovered in Carnar- 
vonshire, near th& old wall of thp Roman post of 
Segontium (Caer Seon), — a gold Basilidan talisman, 
Wiiy^^a^inscription partly in Greek letters and partly 
in magicl^i^characters. But when, in 597, Augustine 
landed for the conquest of Britain at the very place 
where the pagan leaders had first set foot upon British 
soil, Christianity, wliether that of Roman settlers or 
of native Britons, must have appeared abnost extinct 
in Saxon districts. Slaves may still inj- secret have 
uttered their prayers and lamentations to the God of 
their fathers, but all the visible sign of the sacred 
flame was a queen of foreign birtli, worshipping, with 
her chaplain and attendants, in a rescued church. 
“ We beseech Thec,’^ sang Augustine and his monks 
as, with cross and picture, they drew jiear to Canter- 
bury, ‘Gve beseech Thee, O Lord,*- in Thy great 
mercy, that Thy anger and wrath be turned away 
from this city and from Thy holy house, because we 
have sinned. Alleluia.” Faint as was the light then, 
it was yet to revive so as to make. England in the 
future a leader in religious enterprise, so that even 
n the present century, despite carelessness and prac- 
tical unbelief, desj^ite schisms an^ rivalries, despite 
secularism and agnosticism, the Count de Montalem- 
bert, a great cjiampion of Romanism, was forced to 
acknowledge that the English nation “ has remained, 
even in the bosom of error, the most religious of all 
European nations.” 

Nearly two centuries had elapsed between the 



ThE STRllGOLE EOK INDEFE^mENCE. I41; 

<^eparturc of the Reman legions and the arrival of the 
Roman missionaries. Before 410 the British Church 
had been a part of the Church of«tUe Empircj which 
regarded the bishop of Rome as its Head without 
ascribing to him that exaggcrnted authority whk^vjs 
now connected with the name cf pope."^ pfTOacy 

was distinctly recognised oy the Councii of Aries, in 
314, and the deputies from Britain who were present 
had assented with the rest to the canon which provided 
that the time jf observing Easter should be fixed by 
letters from the bishop of Rome, so that the whole of 
< 'hristendom might be at anity in this matter.^ Even 
so late as 455, the directions 01 Pope Leo the (keat 
on the subject of Easter were followed by the British 
Church in the case of a temporary difference between 
Rome and Alexandria.^ 1 'he mission of vSt. German 
in 429, according to the contemporary testimony of 
Prosper, received the sanction of I 'ope Celestine,*' 
and the same pope, in 431, sent Palladius as a bishop 
' to the Scots of Ireland. But after the middle of the 
fifth century this primacy of the bishop of Rome 
jiractically ceased, and when, in 457, the Churches 

’ Skene’s Celtic Scotland,” li. p. 2. 

* Canon I. Sec Iladdan and Stubbs, i. p. 7. 

® p. 152, The “Annales ('ambna?” states, under 

the year 453, “ Easter is changed on the Lord’s day with Pope 
Leo, bishop of Rome. ” ^ 

^ Prosper was himself in Rome in 431, and n»ust have bnown 
the facts of the case. Our other authority, Constantius, who 
was a contemporaiy of St. German many years, only mentions 
the circumstance of the choice of German and Lupus by the 
Gallican bishops, but both accounts may be true. 

K 
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to Komc ddopted a new rule for tbe cakuk^ 
tion of Easter, the Britons were too fully occuped 
with their struggle \/ith the English to ^‘ake any notice 
of the change. This was the year of the great Battle 
of^yai^ford, **and the Britons then forsook Kent, 
and in grtr.t terror fled to London/' ^ For the next 
century and a half the Celtic Churches lived in isola- 
tion and perfect independence. It was probably 
during this period that Christianity became naltenal 
in Britain. During the Roman occupation it was the 
religion of the dominant race, and perhaps wore 
something of a foreign garb, and so it may have 
lacked some of the vigour and whole-heartedness that 
characterise a religion w’hich has its roots in the 
national life. If this be indeed so, it may in part 
explain the utter prostration of spirit, the anarchy and 
feebleness, that characterise the first period of the 
struggle with the pagans. Left to themselves, and 
, beset by the English from the east and south, by the 
Piets and Scots from the north, and by the 
the west, the Britons seemed, at first, about to 
into barbarism, and lose alike their civilisation and 
their Christianity. But their flery trial did its work ; 
there were sterling qualities yet in the race, and th#r 
troubles brought them nearer to God than they had 
been before. Then deliverers arose who checked the 
advance of th^ir enemies ; intestine discords were in 
part laid aside, and powerful states were created as 
bulwarks j and at the same time there w^as born also the 


The “ Ant;lo-'Sa\on*Clironicle. 
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moMstic the oflfeprin| of the Callkati Chi^isi,* 
n^hith regenerate the Christianity of the island^ reviled 
it# culture and civilisation, and* made the British 
Church a Celtic and a National Chuich, Chri&tianfty, 
forinerly, pferhaps, a feeble exotic, became ^he 
of the race* But, while all this was gong^On, the 
Britons were cjuite cut off from the Continent, and so 
they still retained the old *.tyle of Easter, which the 
Roman Christians had abandoned, and dilfered from 
them also in » anous local customs, such as the form 
of the tons^ure Conseciuently, when intercourse was 
rene'^ed between the Celtic Churches and Rome, and 
the latter claimed to resume all tl e authority which 
she had exercised o\er the Church of the Roman 
provip<;e, and to establish it a little more thoroughly, 
the Britons and the Irish were altogether unwilling to 
obey. When, about 573, Columbanus, the Irish 
missionary, appealed m Gaul, the Gallican bishops 
noticed the i^eculiar customs which he and his com- 1 
panions observed, and after some tune made them 
njtatter of charge against them Columbanus met 
th. .e attacks wuth vigour and decision ; he w^as anxious 
to dwell in peace, but would not abandon his national 
customs. He, “ Columbanus, the sinner ” (so 
termed himself), begged the bishops of Gaul for one 
single favour, that he might be left to live in silence 
in the depth of the forests, near the bon<is of sev^nte^n 
brethren whom already he had seen die. ‘‘ Ah/^ he 
continued, “kt us live with you in this Gaul where 
we now are, eince we are destined to live with each 
other in heaven, if we arc found worthy to enter 

K '» 
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there I dare not go to you for fear of entering 

into some contention with you, but I confess to you 
the secrets of my ^ conscience, and how I believe, 
above all, in the tradition of my country, which is, 

be<a 4 es^hat of St. Jerome Regard us not as 

stranger?^ tr you; for all of us, whether (Jauls or^ 
Britons, vSpaniards or others, are members of the same 
body.^^ ^ Confronted with the authority of Rome and 
St Peter, he respectfully but boldly asserted his inde- 
pendence of the Holy See. He attempted to bring 
over Pope Gregory by argument; he justified his 
position against Po]ie Boniface IV.; nay, he even 
rebuked the latter for acts which a})peared to him 
censurable. He acknowledged the supremacy of the 
popes over the various jirovinces of the Roman 
Empire, but claimed that he himself did not belong 
to any of these subordinate Churches, but to “ the 
Barbarians” outside, and appealed “to the judgment 
of the 150 fathers of the Council of Constantinc^le,^ 
who judged that the churches of God establmed 
among the Barbarians should live according to the 
laws taught them by their fathers.” In one eloquent 
passage, while he acknowledges to the full the great- 
ness of Rome, he professes still greater reverence for 
Jerusalem: — “I confess,” he says, “that I lament 
over the bad reputation of the chair of St. Peter in 
this country (yiz., Italy) .... We are bound to the 

’ Montalembeit’s “Monks of the West,^’ ii. 408-9. — See 
also Skene’fa “Celtic Scotland,” ii. pjo. 6-1 1. 

^ /.<?., the second CEcumenical Council of Constantinople, 

A.D. '^8l. 
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chair of St Peter; for, however great and glorious 
Rome may be, it Is tris chair which makes her great 
and glorious among u^* Although the name of the 
ancient city, the glory of Ausonia, has been spread 
through the world as something supremely august, ^Jby 
the too great ')dmirat<'n of the nations, for us you 
are only august and great since the in».arnation of 
God, since the Spirit of God lias breathed upon us, 
and since th'^ Son o^God, his car drawn by those 
two ardent coursers of God, Peter and Paul, has 
crossed the oceans of nations to come to us. Still 
more, because of the two great apostles of Christ, you 
are almost celestial, and Rome the head of the 
Churches of the whole world, ixuptifig 07 dy the pre^ 
rogatne of the pJa,: of Dn me t cuin-ectwnP ^ These 
words probahl) express what was the general feeling 
of Celtic Christians— a reverence for the see of Rome 
which was not incompatible wnth a spirit of perfect 
independent e, and at the same time an equal 01# 
greater reverenc*. for Jerusalem. Ihe legends of the 
Welsh saints bear similar testimony. It is to Jeru- 
salem that David, the patron saint of Wales, is 
represented as going on pilgrimage, and thither also 
Padarn, Tcilo, Cybi, Gadoc, and* King Arthur are 
taken by legend and romance. Cadoc is also taken 
to Rome, as are Beuno, Brjnadi, Oudoceus, and 
Cadwaladr. The s])iiit which animated Columbanus 
w’as that wdiich animated the British Church, and it 
needed skilful management on the part of the new^ 


* Montalembeit, u. 441-2. 
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itotoan mission^ if the claims of the Holy See weife to 

l)c mdily acknowledged. 

If wc scan carefully the partial narrative of Bede, 
Twe may, perhaps, find indications that Augustine 
iafiked the skill and tact which the circumstances 

"C, U"*- . * 

demanded. It was natural that, since he found 
ardund him traces of an earlier and powerful Chris- 
tianity, he should look witli interest upon the British 
Chnstians of the west of the Island , it was, pe^itps, 
also natural that, as he derived his authority dfctlfetly 
firom Rome, he should not have much consideration 
for their national feeling and their independent spirit. 
In answrer to his request for instructions how to deal 
with the bishops of France and Britain, Gregoiy 
ordered him not to assume authority over the former, 
as the bishop of A.rles had already leceivcd his pall 
from Rome, but as foi all the bishops of Britain,” 
he continued, “we commit them to }our care, that 
^the unlearned may be taught, the weak strengthened 
by persuasion, and tne pervcise corrected by au- 
thority.” At the same time, he was far from insisting 
upon a rigid compliance in all respects with the cus* 
toras of the Church of Rome, what was good in the 
Roman, the Gallic an, or any other Church, might be 
used by the new mission It is clear from Gregory’s 
language that, as Giraldus Cambrensis ascertained 
afterwards, no pall had ever been granted from Rome 
to a British bishop 

Just at the end of the twelfth century Giraldus^ 
attempted to get the Pope to declare the Wel^h 
Church independent of Canterbury, and recognise 
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St David^i as^ijhe seat of an Aithbisliopric. Ho 
gives a most interesting descdptidn of an tntetvil% 
which he had with the Pope, Li which the Papal 
tcgister was produced, containing a list of Metto- 
phlitan and other bishoprics throughout C hr istehdo;gl. 
This, however, was found to prove no^hiil^ either 
way, whereas, if there had been evidence of the 
granting of a pall at any nme by the see of Rome, 
the matter could have been straightway decided. 
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THE STRr(;GLE FOR INDEPF N 1 )ENCE.— H. THE 
CONFERENCES WTFH AUCl'STINE. 

A melancholy’ interest attaches to tlie history of 
lost causes; but, unfortunately, that history is often 
obscured because it is derived almost wholly from 
one side. 'I'his is the case with the story of the con- 
ferences between Augustine and the British Chris- 
tians. Bede is pra< tically our only authority ; and, 
although he is honest and large-hearted enough at 
times to admire goodness in those who differ from 
him, he was fully convinced of the righteousness of 
rAugustine, and the grievous wickedness of the oppo- 
sition to his demands. ’ 

According to this historian, Augustine, probably 
about 603, drew together to a conference the bishops- 
or doctors of the nearest province of the Britons, 
availing himself in’this matter of the help of his con- 
vert, King Ethclbert. I'he meeting took place at 
Augustine's Oak, on the borders of the Huicii and 
West Saxons, - a locality which has been identified 
with Austcliff on the Severn. Augustine began by 
exhorting the Britons to unity with. him in the matter 
of the time of the observance of Easter and other 
points of ritual, and invited their co-operation in the 
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\»ork^ of preaching the Gospel to th'^ Saxons. The 
British bishops argued long in support of their own 
cusioms ; but at last the lioly ft^ther Augustine put 
an end to this troublesome and tedious contention., 
saying, Let us beg of God, who make': men to be^f 
one mind in His Fatber’*^ house, that He will vouch ' 
safe, by His heavenly tokens, to declare to us which 
tradition is to be followed, and by wliat means we 
are to find our way to His heavenly kingdom. Let 
some infirm person he brought, and let the faith and 
])ractice of those by w hose prayers lie shall be healed 
be looked ui)on as acceptable to God, and be adopted 
by all.'’ The Britons unwillingly consented, wiicre 
upon a blind nun, of the race of the Angles, was. 
brought, and the B'itish ])riests essayed to heal him, 
but failed. Then Augustine bow’cd his knees to the 
Father of our Lord Jesus C'hrist, and ])rayed that the 
lost sight might be restored to the blind man, and,, 
by the enlightening of his body, the light of spiritual^ 
grace might be Undled in the* hearts of many of the 
faithful. Immediately the blind man received sight, 
and the Britons acknowledged that it wus the true 
way of righteousness which Augustine taught, but said 
that they could not cast off theif ancient customs 
without the consent of the people. A second con- 
ference was accordingly agreed upon. 

There assembled at the second coiiference sevem 
bishops of the Britons, and many very learned men^ 
particularly from their chief monastery, Bangor-Iscoed,. 

which the Abbot “ Dinoot” is said to have pre- 
si4l5d at that time. Before going to the conference,. 



^ tm mttitm umtim tuMmcu, 

^ Brit^i delegates repaired to a hoi/ acid disoreot 
lierniit of their nation, from whom they inquired 
wkether they shoulu desert their own traditions and 
accept those of Augustine. He answered t If he 
b%a man of God, follow him How shall we prow 
that said® they. He replied ‘^Our Lord saith, 
Take my yoke upon >ou, and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly of heart , if therefore this Augustine 
be meek and lowly of heart, it is to be believed that 
he has taken upon him the yoke of C'hrist, and offeis 
the same to >ou to take upon } ourselves. But if he 
be stern and haughty, it is plain that he is not of 
<jod, nor are ’^ve to regard his ^^olds ” They again 
asked. ^‘And how shall wc distein even this?” 

Contrive,” said the anchorite, ‘Uhat he may first 
arrive with his company at the place where the 
synod is to be held, and if, at >our approach, he 
shall rise up to )ou, hear him submissively, "being 
^assured that he is the servant of Chi%; ; but if he 
shall despise you, and not rise up to ^u, whereas 
you are more m number, let him also be despised by 
you.” 

Accordingly they did as the hcimit bade them. 
When they came to the conference, Augustine was 
sitting in a chair, ^ and did not rise up, whereupon 
they were angry and charged him with pnde, and 
sought to contradict all that he said. He said, You 
act in many particulars contrary to our custom, or 
rather to the custom of the Catholic Church 


* After the Roman custom,’* adds Henry of 



jii ym will comply with me in tbt»e three jwtits 
-^to keep Eai^er at the due time ; to perfect 1&e 
administration of bapti'^m, by t^hich we are born 
a^ain to God, according to the custom of the bdy 
R^jfman and Apostolic Church, and jointly wkh (tS 
to preach the word of God to the na'ion^ of the 
Angles — we will readily tolerate all the other things 
you do, though contrary to our customs/* They 
replied that they wouM do none of those things, nor 
receive him as their archbishop, saying among them- 
selves, “ If he would not now rise up to us, how much 
more will he contemn us as of no worth it we shall 
begin to be under his subjection?’^ Therefore 
Augustine foretold to them .that, *‘if they would not 
join in peace with their brethren, they should be 
warred upon by theii enemies , and if they would 
not preach the way of life to the English nation, 
they should at their hands undergo the vengeance of 
death/’ The which fell out exactly as he had pre-* 
dieted, when Ethelfnth slew the monks of Bangor 
at the battle of Chester, \.T) 613. 

It is unfortunate tliat no Welsh authority of any 
value has given us any account of these conferences. 
The lost cause had become discredited when annalists 
and historians began their labours, and their attempts 
were usually directed rather to invent stories of union 
with Rome at impossible dates than to preserve 
truth of incidents which would attach to thdr eaitly 
reputation of schismatics. The “ Annales 
iC|ftt)rise” give no hint of conferences wdth Augustine, 
tb&Igh they emphatically style Bishop Elbod, who 
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first adopted the Roman computation of Easter, ‘‘ a 
man of God.”^ It would appear that St. David was 
dead at the time of the conferences.. His last act 
was to call the Synod of Caerleon, which may have 
})^d some connexion with the controversy, but in the 
same year (601) he passed away. The seven bishops 
who attended the second conference are said by a 
Mediceval tradition to have been the bishop of 
Caerfawydd or Hereford, the bishop of Llandaff, 
the bishop of Llanbadarn Fawr, the bishop of 
Bangor, the bishop of St. Asaph, the bishop of Wig, 
and the bishop of Morganwg, whose seat may have 
been Margani.’^ Tlie onl) name, liowever, which can 
wdth any certainty be connected wdth the conferences 
is that of Dinoot,” or Dunaw^d, the British king, 
w'ho became founder and first abbot of the monastery 
of Bangor Iscoed. Like Sjienser’s hermit, he had 
been 

A man of mickle name, 

Renowned much in aims and deriing-cfb';^ 

but doubtless he thought, when he retired from his 

‘ “ Brut y Tyw}sogion ’* a[)j)lie'N the same teim to Elbod. 
Geoffrey of Monmouth lias an account of a conference with 
Augustine, in which ^)Linawd is represented as the leader exf the 
British delegates. 

^ From the “ Book of Llanganna,” lolo MSS., p. 548. The 
editor in a note gives a conjectuial list of the names of five 
bi«5hops, —Dunawd, bishop of Bangor Iscoed ; Oudoceus, bishop 
of Llandaff ; St. Asaph, bishop of St. Asaph; Uvelwy or 
.Uvelinus, bishop of Wig; and Morgan Mwynfawr, bishop of 
Margam. Bangor, how^ever, is jirobably not Bangor Iscoed, 
nor was Dunawd a bishop. 

^ “Faerie Queen,” vi. 5, 37. 
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Tc^ngdoni to the quiet retreat by the pleasant banks of 
the Dee, that there he would be rid of “ all fte 
world’s encumbrance.” Yet, in h'b extreme old age,^ 
the stir of the new controversy reached him m the 
midst of his retirement. A fiesh invader had lanot^ 
on the island at the very place where the h-ited Saxon 
foes had first set foot, ana this invader with words of 
peace in his mouth, was claiming supremacy and 
demanding the abandonment of old traditions.- The 
aged warrior would scarcely be disposed to regard 
with friendliness buch pietensions, and the prominent 
part taken by Ins monks in opposing the Roman 
missionary may naturally he supposed to have 
resulted in great measure from their founder’s advice. 
It IS uncertain whether Punawd was piesent at the 
conference or not,'^ hut the tiadition which affirms 
that he was is at least not inconsistent with the words 
of Bede. 


‘ The “ Annales imbiio ” gne as the date of the death 
of “ king Dunaul”, but the dates of the period are too iincer- 
liin to militate stiongly agunst Ikde’s statement. Dunawd 
must, however, have lieen \ery old 
^ Geoffrey of Monmouth represents him as piesent. The 
letter, ascribed to him by some Afedixvaf forger, preserves the 
tradition of his leadeiship. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE STRUGGLE lOK INDEPENDENCE. — III. THE 
SCHISM. — THE CASE FOR THE CELTIC CHURCHES. 

The schism, which began >\ ith the conferences with 
Augustine, lasted nearly two hundred years. It is 
impossible, with any legaid for facts, to minimise it as 
a merely local dispute arising from Welsli jealous^ 
of the English see of Canterbuiy, it is true that 
such jealousy existed, but this is not all the truth. 
Columbanus in Gaul had no fear of the see of 
Canterbury, no hatred of intrusi\e SaXibhs to incite 
his opposition, yet Rome encountered no sturdier 
opponent than he. The conflict w^as in essence one 
between the Celtic Churches and the see of Rome. 
The latter demanded the abandonmeji; *^of local 
customs, the former refused. All branches joined 
in this refusal. The rhuich of Ii eland and its 
colonies in ScoMand and Gaul, were as mucb 
opposed to the Roman claims as the Church of 
Britain itself. Laurentius, who about 604 succeeded 
Augustine, sought in conjunction with his fellow 
bishops, Melhtus of London and Justus of 
Rochester, to appease by fair words the angry 
passions which had been aroused. He found that 
the contest w’^as much more serious than he had at' 



Iff^t supposed I that he had not only to ednleiid 
with the Britoiys, but with the whole power of l|e 
gre^ft Church pf Ireland, then jp all the vigour of 
its youth. ‘‘ AVe telt,'' he wrote to the Irish Church, 
a very high respect for the Britons as well as ch| 
Scots, from our regard to iheir sanctity of chtt- 
racter; but when w^e i^amc to know the Britons, 
we supposed the Scots must be superior to them. 
However, wc have learn^-d fiom Bishop Dagan 
coming into viiis island, and Abbot Columbauus 
coming into 0 ?ul, that the Scots diiTer not at all 
from the Br.tons in their habitb. For Bishop Dagan> 
when he came to us, would not eat with us, no, 
not so much as iu the oarae house in wdiich we 
ate.” The curse of Augustine had been returned 
with interest; the gauntlet w^hich he had throTO 
down had been taken up by the hot-blooded Celts, 
and the Roman missionaries to their surprise found 
themselves eyrommumcated. The intensity of feel- 
ing varied in different places; m Wales it was greatest 
because of national jealousies. In 705, a hundred 
years after Augustine’s death, Aldhelm, afterwards 
Bishop of Sherborne, complained of the attitude 
of Welsh chuichmen towards th(i Christians who 
observed the Roman customs. Like Dagan, they 
would not even eat ivith those whom they deemed 
felse brethren. The very fragments of food* left by 
the Saxons w^ere cast to dogs and swine ; the vessels 
psed by them were cleansed with sand or ashes to 
purge them of^the contamination of heretical touch; 
m signs of brotherhood w^ere offered to them, no kis^ 
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is not altogether concealed in Bede’s narrative of 
AugiJ^tine’s mission, for otherwise why did Augustine 
demand that the Britons should conform to his rule 
of Easter, of why did Gregory put the British bishops 
under Augustine’s control, -a quite unwarrantable 
stretch cf liis prerogative, and an outrage upon 
national rights? Is it not evident that both parties 
really grasped the situation, and recognised that the 
great question of the independence of national 
chur#ies was ‘the real issued Instead of blaming 
the Celtic Chinches, we ought to commend them,-— 
nay, rather, honour and reverence them, because 
they delected in the germ and contended against the 
denial of national ficedom, and the usurpation of all 
power by the ])npac) Had only other churches 
showm the same spirit, tlit evils from which Christen- 
dom now^ suffers —its nnhapjiy divisions, the per 
plexities of faitliful liearts, the mockery of the faithless 
world — might have been averted. The bitterness wdth 
which the Biitons on tlicir part cairied on the struggle 
must be lamented, but may be ])ardoned if we re- 
member that thc) were not the aggressors, that they 
felt they were maintaining their just rights, and that 

^ “The absolute giant of jiinscliction over the British 
Churches to bt. Augustine and his successors by the pope was 
also buj, 'pressed (viz., at the confeicnces), if Bede’s narrative 
may be trusted, and (it mu-t be suppo'^cd) from less worthy 
motives ; unless, indeed, we are to infer that in real fact it was^ 
brought forw^ard, and was the rock upon which the conference 
w^as wrecked, an interpretation of Jlede’s narrative not unlikely, 
and actually adopted by the tradition represented in Dinoth’s. 
alleged answer.” — lladdan and Stubbs, i. 152, note. 
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uoderation would ui that age have been accounted 
weakness, and ascribed to donbt of the justice of 
their cause. If their th'^ological •position was right, 
no fay; objection ran be laid against their action, m 
excoaimunu ating then uppOiicnts It was merely 
the logical application principles which all Chris- 
tendom then acknowledged. Moreover, the K.oman 
])arty^ abated nothing of its claims. Archbishop 
'Theodore, and after him h;beit, fulminated canons 
against those who observed the Celtic* Easter. When 
Ceadda was conscciatcd by ^\ini, wath the help of 
two Biitish bishops who weie onposed to the Roman 
Easter, Theodore found some faul with the manner 
of his consecration, and aftcrw\xids “completed his 
ordination after the Catholic manner,’^ an act which 
must have inflected somewhat upon the BritiUi 
bishops who had assisted at the first consecration, if, 
indeed, it were not so intended by the archbishop. 

The charee wdi’ch is most peisistently brought^ 
against the British Christians/ one from which the 
Irish Church is wholly ficc, is that they took no part 
in preaching the gospel to the English. “They 
never preached the faith to the Saxons or English 
who dwelt amongst them,’ " says B^dc : “they w’ouid 

' The use of the teims “Roman party” and Romaa 
ChuTch” m these chapters, as regards England, merely 
those Christians who adopted the usages introduced by the 
Roman mission. The Church of England which Augustine 
and Theodore fou ided w^as not Roman m the modern sense of 
the word, for modern Romanism was then non-existent. 

3 Bede, “H E.,” i. 22 . 


L 2 
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not acquaint the English with the knowledge of the 
Christian faith. It may, perhaps, be natural for 
Englishmen to restnt somewhat, even at so great a 
distance of time, the attitude of the Welsh towards 
their forefathers ] yet it seems a little unreasonable 
to blame the llritons severely for not preaching in 
time of war to tliose with wliom tliey were fighting. 
No doubt there were intervals of peac'e, but war was 
then the normal condition. It was probably long 
before the Britons regarded the English as more 
than temporary occupants of their country ; they 
fondly looked forward to the day when God would 
remove the scourge which He had laid upon them 
for their sins. Bede hints that such was Cadwallon’s 
hope ; he had resolved “ to cut off all the race of the 
English within the borders of Britain.” But had 
the Britons been anxious to convert the Pmglish, 
it w^as probably impossible for them to do much ; if 
.we may believe local tradition, mutilation was the 
penalty inflicted on Welshmen for crosJiii^ Offa’s dyke, 
even in the eighth century;- it in the sixth 

and seventh centuries to suffer jffartyrdom at home 
from pagan Saxons, and it w^as probably then almost 
throwing one’s liic away to venture outside British 
territories among them. It does not by any means 
follow that because the English received Irish mission- 
aries they w’ould with equal willingness have wel- 
comed preachers from a race which they despised 

‘ Bede, ‘HI. E.,” v. 22. 

^ Pryce’s “Ancient British Church,” p. 112. 
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as conquered, and hated as their natural enemies. 
There was no lack, as we have seen, of missionary 
work by Britons among their feliftw-Celts of Ireland 
and Brittany; there was a Briton, toe, with St. Gall 
in Switzerland ; and Pope Gregory III. in 739 warnod 
the Bavaiian and Mlcmanic bishops agsinst British 
missionaries. The British Church \\as a missionary 
church, nnd its abstention from the work of con- 
verting the nglish was natural, and, perhaps, un- 
avoidable. 

There is, Iic»vvever, one tradition preserved by the 
Welsh chronicles of a mission of British Christians 
in Northumbria. According to Pede, King Edwin 
was converted by the Homan missionary Paulinas, 
and baptised by him at York on Easter Day, 627. 
In the crypt of tlie great minster, after passing some 
grand old Norman pillars with curious mouldings, 
the visitor is still shown w hat may possibly be a frag- 
ment of the stone basilica which Edwin commenced^ 
at the instigation of Paulinas. Tt is a shapeless wall, 
wholly unbeautiful, yet it awakens feelings which are 
not excited by the marvel of Thornton's great window 
or the perfect grandeur of the west front. Those 
compel wonder and admiration ; this, love and tender- 
ness. “ Thy servants think upon her stones, and 
favour the du ^t thereof.” But the mission of faulinus 
was of short duration. He retired to<he south after 
the battle of Heathfield (633), in wHich Edwin met 
Cadwallon the Briton and the Pagan Penda,^ and w^as 

* This alliance between a Welsh Christian and a pagan and 
the consequent departure of the Roman mission is sometime 



1 66 , THE XNCIENT BRtTISII CHCRCrff . 

-defeated and slain. Two years later, at the invitation 
of King Oswald, Bishop Aidan came from Iona to 
Northumbria, and^a Celtic mission occupied the 
ground from which the Roman mission had rettfeated. 
Welsh sources furnish us with a few more particulars. 
Edwin is said to have been brought up for a time at 
the court of Cadfan, king of Noith Wales.' This may 
possibly have given Inm an caily inclination towards 


brought as a chaige against JiriLish C'liiistunity, yet suiely with 
little reason Bctle, no doubt, complainis that Cadw'allon 
**paid no respect to the Chiisiian religion which had newly 
taken root among” the Ntiithumbiians, but this remaik may 
mean anything oi nothing. ldv\iii\ chinch al A ork seems to 
have been spared, foi Obwald i'^ said to }n\e finished it, no hint 
being given of its destruction 1 dwm hid been one of the 
greatest scourges of the IJiilonT, he concjiicrcd, as Bede tells 
us, “the aMe\anian islands,” \)/ , the idands of Man and 
Mona. The Utter, “ the mothci of \\ ales” and the ancient 
glory cT the C}mi c lact, Ins thenceforth borne the name 
^of AYiglesey, “the Angles islt,” a notevvoithy incident 
full of mcaiiKig One bjt the lluee Discolourings of the 
Severn, mentioned by the tinds, was the ^’oik of Edv\in; m 
this and other billies be broke down the power of the AVelib. 
Cadwallon v as besieged ir 629 in tlie little island of Pncsthol«l, 
and eventually had to to Dublin Nor did English king- 
doms escape Edwin’s* grasping ambitjcm He lUled all Pkigland 
except Kent. Suicly it is not astouisliing lint at last Christian 
Welshmen and pagan Englishmen united against their common 
foe. Panlinus natiually retired afiei Edwin’s death, because 
he was the chapUin of Ethelberga, Edwun’s queen, and the 
progress of Christianity in Nortlnirabria was letard^^d for the 
space of two years. See for further infoimation Rhys, “Celtic 
Britain,” pp. 128, 129. 

’ Rhys, “Celtic Britain,” p. 126; Rees, “Welsh haints,” 
p. 303 j Haddan and Stubbs, p, 124. 
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Christianity, though it did not make him friendly to 
Cadfan’s son and succ^'ssor, Cadwallon. One of the 
Welsh saints, Ld\^en, to whom t^e church of Llan- 
ed\?cn, m Anglesc j , is dedicated, is s*. id by soin§ to 
luve been a daughter or nicee of the NorthumLria^i 
kmg.^ But thi^* IS not pV 'J wo Welsh ^ authorities^ 
mention a certain Rum, or Rhun, as the apostle of 
Northumbria. Ean tied, Edwin s daughter, was bap- 
tised with 1 n con jiany ( n Uie Iwelitn day after 
Pentecost ‘ But Edwin received Baptism on the 
following Easter, and twelve thv^iisand men w^ere 
baptised \yilli him li any one would know who 
baptised them, Rum, son of Urbg^n, baptised them, 
and for foity days did noi ( ease to baptise all the race 
of the Ambronc'., ^aid by his preaching many believed 
in Chiist ” Ibis looks vciy much like Bedels 
account with the name of Rhun j)ut instead of 
Paulinus. Is the stoiy altogethci an invention or 
mistake on die ])Lit of the AVelsh^ Was Paulmu^ 
but Rhun’s Roinan name, as some suppose, and one 
manuscript of Nennius stems to say, and was the 
tall, stooping man wiili black hair, thin face, and 
aquiline nose, wliom Bede’s fiiend’s fiiend had seen, 
one of the daik type of Celts, may we, without 

^ Kec^, “Welsh Samis,’ p ^03 ]T()\^c\(.r, Sai/zf 

(the IVdijiitCo of the Welsh ^ an ), in Kees •‘Cambi'O- 
British Samis, ’ p 271, mikes LUveii dauglulei of hnchan of 
Ih) chcimog 

^ “ ConUnuation of jNennius ’ and llie “ VnnPes Cambiioe,’^ 
The latter dateS 1 d^win’s baptism m 626, a )ear befoic Pede. — < 
S>ce Haddan and Stubbs, p 124; Rh)s, “Celtic Biitain,’’ 
p. 128, Skene’s “ Cehic Seothnd,” 11 pp 19S 9 
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assuming this identification, find here, as Mr. Skene 
supposes, a trace of some effort made by the 
'Cumbrian church iifider the leadership* of a kinsman 
of §t Kentigern, who had succeeded to that saint’s 
jjipsition, to “ play a part in the conversion of their 
Anghan neighbours?”’ We cannot tell; it is one 
of the unsolved, perhaps of the insoluble, problems 
of our history. Let it suffice to record it as a caution 
against wholly unqualified statements that the British 
Church' did nothing at all for the conversion of the 
pagan Saxons. 


^ There \\a'^ a Rhnn, son of Urien, a Cumhrian chief, of 
whom Taliesin sings, and \Nhom Llywarch Hen praises for 
generosity. He ma} afterwards, like Diinawd, have become 
a monk or jiiiest. “The Urbgen of Nennius,” says Mr. Skene, 
“is the Urien of the Welsh pcdigice of Kentigern, which 
would place Rum in the position of being his uncle, which is 
hardly possible.” — See “ Cambro-Rritish Saints,” p. 266 . 
Rhys, “ Celtic Britain ” (p. 128), says, “It may be suppo,sed 
that the Kymry w'ere, durmg those yeais, under the Northum- 
brian king’s joke, and that they joined in the W’oik of converting 
his subjects to Chiistiamty.” 
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CHAPTEi^ XIX. 

'IHE STRUGGLE I'OIJ i.;i>LPLXDENXL. •- T\ . J'HE 
VICTORY Ol THE SEE OF ROME. 

To US who ' tlx issue of the struggle for inde- 
pendcnre, it may seem biii a forlorn hope ; but to 
the Celtic churches of the seventh century it probably 
wore quite a different asi)ect. The Britons had lost 
more than half of their countr), but their church 
was purer and healthiei than before their trouble.-^, — 
jmrged of its Pelagian heresy, — quickened by its 
monastic system. The Irish Church was young, and 
full of the impetuosity of youth, of 7eal and activity ; 
it felt its bounding life, and it thought itself strong. 
Rome had ceased to be the capital of the world ; 
was not quite certain that it would remain the capital 
of the C'hiirch. The armies of the Irish monks had 
advanced and were still advancing north and south 
and east ; tliey were in Iceland, in Britain, in Spain, 
in Gaul ; even in Italy they had afi outpost, threaten- 
ing the Holy City itself. Had it not been for 
Gregory the Great and Benedict, for the action of the 
first in sending out Augustine to England ard of the 
other in establishing his famous rule under Roman 
authority, it is just possible that Rome would have 
waned as Jerusalem has waned; that national churches 
and not a jiapacy would have become the custom of 
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Western Christendom ; or even that the course of 
empire would have taken its way still farther west- 
ward, and Clonard^ or Iona would have been the 
church’s centre in the place of Rome. England, 
where the Benedictine monks of (kegory met the 
Celtic monkt, was the battle-field where the decisive 
conflict was fought. 

Fifty years after Augustine’s landing, the gospel 
had been preached tliroughout the length and breadth 
of England. Ifut the Roman Church had merely 
annexed England south of the Thames and Norfolk; 
the rest of the country owed obedience to the Irish 
Church, and recognised the abbot of Iona as the 
chief of the mission.^ Thus the gain made by the 
Roman party in England \\as small when compared 
with that of the Irish Chun li, and the British Church 
had lost nothing save tlie new conquests of the 
Saxons. But, on the other hand, the Roman Church 
<^uld claim one great \ictoiy elsewhere which com- 
pensated for Its small success in England, for about 
634 the southern Scots of Ireland, after a synod and 
the despatch of dejmties to Rome, had resolved to 
conform to the Roman Easter. In England, too, 
fortune suddenly Shifted ; once more woman’s in- 
fluence intervened on the side of Rome, and once 

' Iona and its ^lependciicieb \serc reckoned a part of the 
Irish Church. Pope John IV., in a letter to the Jrish Church 
(about 640), enumerates among the bishops, priests, doctors, 
and ablwts whom he addresses, Segeniis, or Segine, the abbot 
of Iona at the time. — See Bede, “II, E.,” ii. 19; Skene, 

Celtic Scotland,” ii. p. 162. 
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iftior€ wQtt the day. As Bertha had prevailed with 

Ethelbert, as Ethclbetga with Edwin, so Eanfieda, 
the wife of Oswy of Northunfbria, won over her 
husband, aad thereby transferred the north ,and 
the midlands from lonato Rome. A synod was hojd 
at Whitby in 6^^ On the Roman sid|? appeared a 
notable man, ^Vllfrid, afterwaids andioishop of 
York, — “a turbulent priesc,’^ his enemies would have 
deemed him for hi^ life was one continaed conflict, 
but withal a man of earnestness, cncfgy, and ability, 
which he wludiy devoted to the cuse of Rome. His 
name is well known to archaeologists because of his 
foundation of churches ai Hexham and Ripon, where 
most curious cry])ts .slih exist. At Ripon, the 
strange opening m the wall of the crypt is even now 
popularly ftyled St. Wilfiid's Needle.'’ His op- 
ponent was Colman, the (.'olumban bishop of Lindis- 
farne. I'he discussion was conducted learnedly on 
both side. , but the rude king and bis councillors 
grasped only one idea, that the cause of Wilfrid was 
the cause of St. Peter, A\ho held the keys of heaven. 
Fearing to offend the porter of heaven’s gate, lest at 
the last he might refuse to 0 |)en to them, the council 
decided in Wilfiid’s favour, d'he fona mission retired 
north, and England w.is transferred to the Roman 
party. 

But this curious, almost ludicroys conception of 
the simple-minded Oswy was not the sole »^ause of 
this great change. Eata, abbot of Melrose, and his 
prior, Cuthbert, were convinced at the synod of 
Whitby, and gave in their adhesion to the Roman 
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usage. The accession of Cuthbert was of the 
greatest value to the cause of Rome. The reputation 
of his sanctity estav^Iished firmly what the will of 
Os>\y could only initiate. I'he Church of Rome had 
gQ.od cause for the gratitude it exhibited in later 
ages. Wilfred, at the south side of the high altar of 
Ripon ; Cuthbert, at the back of the high altar of 
Durham, in the chapel of the Nine Altars, in front of 
that magnificent series of windows which modern 
piety has once ' more filled with the splendour of 
harmonious colour — these saints, lying thus enshrined, 
were revered by the Middle Ages as the apostles of 
the north. But no shrines were raised to Aidan, 
Finan, or Colman ; the ruins of J andisfixrne and the 
Celtic cross that stands above the model of Cuthbert’s 
pectoral cross, in the modern screen of Durham, are 
among the few memorials of the Christianity of 
Iona which faded away before the greatness of 
the Christianity of Rome. 

'‘From the time of the synod of Whitby the cause 
of Celtic independence was doomed. Had not 
Gregory sent forth the Roman mission when he did, 
or had Colman vanquished Wilfrid, English tenacity 
would have been joined to Celtic enthusiasm, and 
Rome might in vain have striven to impose its yoke. 
But the Celt could not conquer without the aid of 
the Teuton. Tjpe missionary enterprise of the Celtic 
churches was like the battle-charge of the ancient 
Highlanders, brilliantly successful for a while, but 
unable to secure a final and permanent conquest. 
The Gaulish warrior, Vercingetorix, stayed for a fevr 
months by his heroic spirit the advance of the world- 
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.subduing fegions of Pagan Rome and so Columb- 
anus, Dunawd, ard Colman checked, but could not 
stop, the advance ot Chiibtian Rome, with its claim 

of universal dominion and its denial of national 

0 

riglits. The rule of Columbanus gave ])lace on t^e 
Continent to the rule of }>enedict ; the council of 
Autun, in Burgundy, .ib early as 670, recugnised the 
latter rule and no other. In 697 the Northern Scots 
of Ireland, niih the c:atption of the Colamban 
monasteries, followed the example of their southern 
brethren and conforuicd to Ron e, and in 704 there 
began a schism over the Easter question at Iona 
itself. In 710, Naiton^ king of the Piets of Scotland, 
and his j)eople conforn^ed, and seven years afterwards 
all the Columbnn monks were expelled from the 
Pictish kingdom. The schism at Iona ended about 
772, after which time there is no indication of opposi* 
tion to Rome. 

Of the British Church, the first branch to yield was 
that of the Strathcl)de Britons^ They conformed ifi 
6S8. Their bishop, Sedulius, is mentioned as attend- 
ing a council held in Rome, under Pope Gregory II. ^ 
in 721. He was an Irishman by birth. About 705 
the Britoni of Somerset and Hevon, who were sub- 
ject to Wessex, found it advisable to be convinced 
by Aldhelrn, who, ai the bidding of an Pinglish synod, 
wrote an epistle to Geruntius, kin^ of Damnonia, 
against the British usages. In 768,^ Elfod, o. Elbod, 
a man of God,” the bishop of Bangor, introduced 

* This is the date given by the “ Annales Camhriie ” and 
Prut y Tywy^ogion, hut the “Brut y Ty\v ysogion ” 
tian) gi\cs 755 as the date. 
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the Roman Easter in North Wales. South Wales 
still held out, and the orthodox English attempted 
to coerce the het^odox Welsh by invading their 
country. A Battle was fought at Hereford, in which 
Gyfelach, a British bishoj), possibly of Glamorgan, 
was slain; but the English were defeated. In 777 
Easter was altered in South Wales ; ^ but differences 
still existed on the ])oint in Wales, for in 809, we are 
told, on the death of Bishop Elfod, a great tumult 
occurred among the ecclesiastics on account of 
Easter, for the bishops of Llandaff and Menevia 
would not succumb to the archbisho]) of Gwynedd," 
being themselves bishops of older privilege.’'''^ Even 
after this, in the middle of the ninth century, “ certain 
clergy of those living at the very ends of the world, 
for the sake of certain ecclesiastical traditions and a 
])erfect and accurate calculation of Ea|jLer, having 
reached the royal city (of Constantinople), came to 
^he Patriarch of that time,” \\hose name was Me- 
thodius,— a man skilful in knowledge of the fathers.^ 
These were conjectured by Usher to have been 
British Chiistians. 

In the ninth century (between 833 and 870) 
Kenstec, bishop of Dinniirrin, in Cornwall, made a 

’ All (his was contemporaneous \Aith Olfa, (lie great hing of 
I^Iercia, who conquered a gicat part of ro\\ys, including 
Pengwern, now called Shrewsbury, and was tlie most powerful 
man of his time, lie reigned from 755 to 794. 

• ® the bishop of Bangor. 

® “ Brut y Tywysogion.” 

^ “Vita St. Chrysost.,” quoted by ITadclan and Stubbs, k 
p. 204. 
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profession^ of canunical obedience to Ceolnotfi, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury.' Yet the Cornish people would * 
still seem toli^ve been hosiilc toJ.bc Roman customs, 
for we arc toUrthat up to 909 ‘‘thoy resisted the 
truth as far as possible, and would not obey* the 
apostolic decrees.”^ E\en after this, traces of tlSe 
old style aie found in tlxc records me Liber 
Landavensis” and the “Biut y Tyw>sogion.’^ The 
first does not adopt the icvicrkoning of the nine- 
teen years’ cycle until 1022, and tke latter net till 
1005, and both use it crroneou‘:l> 

Thus ends the independence and therewith the 
history of the Ancient Lritidi Church. Even AV ales 
had relinquished her national customs, and was 
also subject in ^oine degree to the sec of Canter- 
bury. The first ment'on of the conseciation of 
bishops in South Wales by the archbishop of 
Canterbury occuis in the time of Alfred. His 
friend Assir, a monk of St. Da^udh, and nephew of 
Bishop Novis, relates the suLinjssion of various AVei#! 
princes to the English king ; ' and this supremacy of 
England was accompanied by the sujiremacy of 
Canterbur). Hubert, *‘the Saxon,” otherwise called 
Llunwerth, or I.wmbeil, bishop 4>f St. David’s, was 
consecrated by Ethelred, archoishop of Canterbury, 

’ Iladdan and Stubbs, i. p. 671. 

* Ih.^ p. 676, a quotation from ‘H.eofuc's Missal.” 

^ Ib,^ p. 204. 

* “De Rebus Gestis .^Llfredi.” The kings were Ilemeid of 
Dyfed, Howel of Glewyssig, Brocmael and Fernmael ofGwenL 
Ilelised Brecon, and Anarawd Gwynedd. 



176 THE ANCIENT Bk'lTISH CHURCH. 

c ' / 

about 874,^ and two bishops of Llandaif are also 
mentioned as being consecrated by the same prelate. 
No doubt, the invasions of the Danes, the black 
pagans,’^ as they were called, which grievously dis- 
tressed both Wales and England at this time, made 
Welsh <ind English less inclined to remember their 
old feuds, and more willing to unite against a com- 
mon foe. Alfred’s intervention in Welsh affairs was 
regarded with favour by the clergy of St. David’s, 
Asser’s friends encouraged him to seek the favour of 
the English king, as they hoped to receive protection 
against Hemeid, the jirince of Dyfed, who often 
plundered the monastery and diocese of St. David’s. 
Asser, though a Welshman, was eventually ajipointed 
to the English bishopric of Sherborne. He tells us 
that Alfred devoted a ])art of his revenues, not only 
to monasteries in England, but also to ‘‘ the churches 
and servants of God in other districts, among them 
being Wales and Cornwall. Thus, union between the 
enurch in Wales and the see of Canterbury was facili- 
tated by acts of kindness on the part of England. 
After Alfred’s death the movement towards union 
gradually progressed. Not a hundred years after 
Hubert’s consecration, the English king, Edgar, 
•settled the boundaries of the Welsh kingdom cf 
Morganw^g and bishopric of Llandaff." Finallji 
Anselm (1093-1 104) put Herwakl, bishop of Llandaff, 
under an interdict, and Archbishop Baldwin, in 1188, 

* “Annales Cambria'’’; “Urut y Tywysogion ” 

“ Brut y Tywysogion.” 

“Liber T,andavensis.” 
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as he pr^ilched the crusade in Wales, celebrated* at 
the high altar of Cc^ch cathedral, in sign of his 
'supremac} over the Welsh Chuicb. 

There is rooth^ perhaps, for doubt whether ^the 
triumph of the Celtic Churches or of th'e Churcjjt 
of Romo was the more desirable. ^eltic Chris- 
tianity was more poetic, more distinguished for 
missionary zeal and enthuoiasm, more warm-hearted, 
and freer, perhaps also deeper and more spiritual, 
than the Christianity which took its* place; had it 
prevailed, too, iiational mdependcLcc would not have 
been sacrificed, and ,ve might have escaped the 
terrible evils that have fiowed from the monstrous 
pretensions of the later papacy. But the Roman 
Church was far superior in organisation. Augustine 
was an unskilful agent, and his mission was a failure ; 
but Theodore of Tarsus, who came from Rome as 
archbishop of Canterbury in 668, had a genius for 
organisation, and was the real founder of the English 
Church. On the other hand, the Irish Church, whictf 
was the moie jirominent of the Celtic Churches at 
the time of the schism, was unsurpassed in planting, 
but deficient in organising. The British Church had 
a diocesan episcopacy, and never ftiJl into the chaotic 
condition of ifs sister- communion ; but in the Irish 
Church all the direction was in the hands of abbots 
and abbesses, who had bishops subject to th*era, and 
all that these bishops had to do was to hand on the 
apostolic succession. Some uncritical persons have 
supposed thaf this w^as Presbyterianism, but all his- 
tory refutes this. In jurisdiction^ the presbyter-abbot 

M 
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was the superior ; in orders^ he was always Regarded as 
the inferior. St. Brigid had a bishop under her to^ 
take care of her rtudents' souls “ regularly in all' 
things ; to consecrate her churches, and “ settle 
the ecclesiastical degrees” (that is, ordain clergy) 
‘‘in them'’: so that “nothing should be wanting of 
sacerdotal order in her chinches ” ^ St. Patrick is 
said to ‘have consecrated three Inir^rcd and fifty 
bishops, and no less than one hundred and forty-one 
groups of seven bisho])s of vaiious places in Ireland 
are invoked in the Litany of AngU'> the Ciildee. This 
enormous multiplication of bishops, and the subor- 
dination of the superioi to the inferior order in respect 
of jurisdiction, would, if perpetuated, have led to end 
less confusion ; and our s}mpathy with Celtic saint 
liness and the Celtic lo\c of liberty must not blind 
us to these facts. Mo]co^er, the English Chfirch 
which Theodore organised, though 11100' Uttder' the 
'power of Rome than the Celtic Churches had been, 
was still a national church, ivith national peculiarities, 
and was one body at unity with itself before England 
had been unified as a state, and at the san^e 
time had that connexion with the culture of the rest 
of Western ChriUendom which the Celtic Churches 
had been willing to forego. 


ToJd’& *‘St. Fa ucIn,’' p. 13. 
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CHAPTr.R XX. 

THK CbslOM-, DOCiia^’E, AND DISCIPJtxE Oh THE 
URIlISir CHURCH A I Jill IIMF I HL SCHISM. 

"I'he poiati on wlv(h the qiicsMon independence 
was fought were the dale of Lasltr, tlie 13ritLsh mode 
of Baptism, and the lonsurc. y\ugustine, according 
to the testimony of l^ede, laid stress upon the tW’O 
foiiner, but subsequently, and aho in the controversy 
with Columbaiius, the question of the mode of bap- 
tism was left unnoticed, and the tonsure is men- 
tioned instead. Nothing can be dieaiier than the 
study of the details of dead contiovcisics about ritual 
and practice. Posteuty will feel an interest in the 
Oxford Mewement of our own centui}^ but may b^ 
puzzled at the stiife over gow'n and surplice, and 
will scarcely care to consider all the labour and 
learning that have been bestowed upon the vestments 
rubric ; and, in like manner, though we can sympa- 
thise with the struggle against Romt), when viewed as 
a gallant fight for independence, we find nothing 
absorbing in the Metonic cycle, the Quarto~r3eciman 
heresy, and all the other matters of disjuite wiP which 
the ancient question of the date of Easter bristles. 
We cannot, ^^however, altogether ignore the points 
ran which Rome demanded concession and Britain 
refused it; for there are serious misapprehensions 

M 2 
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sometimes entertained which it is necessary fo remove^ 
but minutiae may be safely dispensed with. 

The gist of the whclc question between the ChurcheS" 
about Easter is that, after great confusion arising from 
dwergence of use in different parts of Christendom, 
and after vapous changes of reckoning, the Roman 
Church, in 525, acc'ei)ted the nineteen-years cycle of 
Dionysius Exiguus : whereas the British Church, which 
was then quite cut off from Rome by the troubles of 
the Saxon invasion,^ retained the older computation, 
fixing the moon by an eighty-four-years cycle, and. 
counting as Eastcr-day “ the Sunday which fell next 
after the equinox, between the 14th and the 20th, not, 
as it had come to be at Rome, the 15th and the 21st 
days inclusive of the moon.’’ 'J'he Roman contro- 
versialists frequently failed to understand the exact 
position of the British Church in this matter, and 
accused her of Judaising tendencies ; and their Celtic 
opponents themselves, as erroneously, tried to shield 
tfemselves under the authority of St. John ; but, really, 
the whole matter lay in the fact that the Britons and 
Irish clung to an antiquated reckoning which Rome 
had abandoned. Naturally, when the two usages 
came to be practised in the same country, great incon- 
venience resulted. At the court of Northumbria, 
Oswy, as a member of the Columban Church, was 
joining in the festival services of Easter while his 
(|ueen was still keeping the Fast of Lent ; his Easter- 

' Iladdan and Stubbs, i. p. 153* Sec also Skene’s ** Celtic- 
Scotland,” ii. p. 9. 
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day wasflier Palm Sunday.^ There is, no doubt, 
-much to be said for the Roman contention that the* 
Pritons and Irish ou^bt to nrn^e given way ; onlVi 
unfortunately, the fact that the question of inde- 
pendence was involved made ,^uch n sacrifTce difficijjt. 

The difference in the mode of J)a)jticm may 
have been that the British Church used only one 
immersion, wherens the Roman Church enjoined 
three, to s''^nifv that the nie was performed in tlie^ 
name of the Three Persons of the* Blessed Trinity, 
l^ope Gregory 1 . did not regard the matter as a very 
important one, and no one but Augustine is recorded 
to have objected to the British mage. Single immer- 
sion was practised in Spam in the sixth century, 
])robably through British influence, and held its 
ground in a diocese of Bri-ttany as late as 1620. 

There were some curious stories afloat at the time 
of the schism about the British tonsure," which indi- 
cate the n iture of the controversial literature of the 
time, and ma) console us a Iktle, perhaps, when^fe 
grieve over the calumnies of our own day. The 
Britons and the Irish shaved across the front of the 
head from ear to ear ; the Romans shaved the crowm, 
the circle of hair w’hich was lefu being sujjposed to 
represent the crown of thorns. The Romans ascribed 
-the Celtic tonsure to Simon Magus — a lie which w^as, 
jierhaps, an exaggeration of a truth, for the tonsure may 
have been Diuidical in origin, and the wwds “Druids'^ 


‘ Bek, “H. E.,” iii. 25. 

^ PaeucU -Gildas, Iladdan and Stul-bs, i. p. 112. 
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^ mii ** Magi ” are synonymaus in early Celtic^literatiire 
‘ The Druids shaved their hair to indicate that they 
were servants of ikz powers they worshipped; so 
Arthur in the “ Mabinogion cuts tlie hair of the 
yputh who enters his service, and Patrick shaved the 
beard of Fi^ycc when he oidaincd him. One of the 
Welsh canons prohibited Catholics fiom ‘‘promising 
their hair after the manner of the barbarians,'’ on pain 
of being reckoned “aliens fiom the Church of God, 
and from the table of Clnistians. ’ ’ It was a stroke 
of genius to connect this possibly Druidic tonsure 
with Simon, the piince of the magicians, notable in 
sacred histoiyaiul legend. Man) a Celtic missionary 
in the pagan distints of the North would be soie 
troubled with the thought tliat the calumny might, 
after all, be true, as he confiontcd the Druids, and 
marvelled at the simiLinty of their tonsure to his qwfi. 
But there uas }et a second story, partly based UpOli 
a mistranslation of an Irish woid. We are told that 
tfe British tonsure was intioduccd into Ireland by 
the swineherd of King I.oigaire Mac Neill. The man 
meant was Dubthaeh,’ wlio was no swineherd, but 
chief poet of Ireland, — the onl) one who rose up to 
greet St. Patrick on his memorable visit to Loigairc 
at Tara, and who was aftei wards St. Patiick’s devoted 
pupil. As Loigairc was hostile to Patrick, according 
to the legend, a,nd sought to slay him,‘ the story about 

^ P. 222 (second edition). 

® Canon 6i. Haddan and Stubbs, i p. 137. 

® Rhys, “Celtic Britaiir,” pp. 72-74. 

^ To Id’s “St PatiicK,” pp 424,433. 
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ljliOjgaire> swm^^herd reads like auotbe^* half-Oruib 
converted into i calu nnious he 
The Celtic Church'- s had c^hcr ])ecuhafitics, on 
which less was laid by then opponents, *Ihe 
same water who Ullb us ot loignie's swineherd 
says theit the Pnton ^^cre contrary to tie whole 
wwld, and hostile to Koman customs,^ m the Mass 
We dq not know what leruhaiuy is alluded to, but 
the Columi mi htingy was a cused at the council of 
Ma^on (ad 624, C27) of hn\inj^ loo many collects 
in its ordei of miss It w is cii&tv)inai} m the British 
(church about the time of the schism for the conse 
cration of bishops to bv. i)a tonne 1 b) a single bishop, 
rontraiy to the canon o which Ihitnn had assented 
at the council ol A^rLs ]occ])n tells us that 
St Kcntigeni wi coiibccmtcd 1 ) a ^-inglc bishop, 
1 he BriUsh custom, he i}s, was only unction of the 
head by pouring on the sicicd chasm, with the invo 
cation of he H > 1 } Ghost, the benediction, and the 
imposition of ^ xnds Consccuilion by v single bislfcftp 
is also recoidcd in the k gends of l)>fng and Teilo 
The practice was nevci ic girded is invalid,^ although 
It was held subbti]uentl) to be uncanoiical It long 
continued m Ireland Vnsdm complained in the 
twelfth centiir), tha m that roiintry ‘^bishops, like 
priests, were ordained by a siHj^le bishop ^ ^ 

There weic also van itions from the Rom&n customs 
in the building, dcdicition, and consecration of 
churches Although stone chuuhes were not 


Todd, “Si 1 S2 
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kndwn'in the British Church, — for Ninias^ who had 
^been trained at Rome, built one, and the Romans 
during .their stay a'' lords of Britain had various 
chu.xhes of solid construction, — yet, as we have seen 
before, the British churches were usually of wood, 
and it was rioted as a particular sign of a wish to 
accommodate himself in every point to Roman usage, 
when, in 710, Naiton, king of the Piets, asked for 
architects who could build him a church of stone 
after the- fashion of the Romans. He further an- 
nounced his intention to dedicate it to St. Peter — 
another dejiarture from Celtic usage, for comparatively 
few of the Celtic Churches are known to have been 
dedicated to saints, most of them bearing the names 
of their native founders. Of the buildings of the 
Church of the Roman Province we know little. 
Gildas tells us that after the I )iocletian persecution 
basilicas ” of the holy martyrs were founded, and 
there are said to have been an early church in 
luemory of St. Alban at Verulamium, and two, 
dedicated to Julius and Aaron, at Caerleon. More- 
over, there were churches of St. Martin, built before 
the departure of the Romans, at Canterbury and at 
Whitherne. In V^ales, however, the general rule 
that churches bore their founders’ names certainly 
holds good. The chief exceptions are the Mertkjyrs, 
such as Merthyr Tydfil, Merthyr Tewdrig, and Merthyr 
Dyfan, which were raised to martyrs ^ or to victims 

* Merthyr means “martyr,” and the term was very loosely 
employed, for even Tyfei, who was accidentally slain, is re- 
corded as a martvr. 
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of Saxon/ inroads, and two churches which* are 
supposed to have been named after nephew,' 

Xyfei.^ We learn also ^rom Bede that the practices 
of the Columban missionaries were the 'same as tjlose 
of the British Church. When the Ccluml5h.n bishop, 
Finan, founded his cathedral at Lindisfarne, he built 
it “ after the manner of the Scots ’’ (/>., Irish), not of 
stone, but of sawn timber, and roofed it with reeds. 
It was AnhBishop rheodore, the English prelate, 
who first dedicated it to St. Peter, and no previous 
dedication is mentioned. V1ien Cedd, bishop of the 
East Saxons, trained in Columban usages at Lindis- 
farne, vfounded the monastery Laestingaeu, he 
consecrated it in a way vh!ch attracted the notice of 
Bede, who relates it as a curious instance of Celtic 
practices. Tie first sanctified the site by fasting and 
prayer dining the season of I.ent, prolonging his fast 
each day, except the Lord’s day, till the evening. 
"Even then he took nothing save a little bread, one 
egg, and a little milk and water. This, he said, ^flfs 
the custom of those from whom he had learned a 
rule of regular discipline ; first to consecrate to our 
Lord by ])raycr and fasting those places which they 
had newly recei/cd for building«a monastery or a 
church. As he was called away when ten of the 
forty days were still remaining, he caused his brother, 
Cynebil, a priest, to complete the pious work ; and 

‘ The introduction of dedications to other than loc.al saints 
and founders MS recorded as a novelty in the “Brut y 
Tywysogion. ’’ “ A. D. 7 1 7. A year after that and the church of 
St. Michael (Llanfihangel) was consecrated.” 
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after this was done, he built the mona^ery. No 
patron saint is mentioned; it was not till after Cedd's 
death that a stone church was built m honour of the 

There were ajso pcculnrities in the early Anglo- 
Saxon ‘Church, apparentl} in Northumbria, which 
probably had a llriush origin, foi the church in 
Northumbria was jdanted by Iona monks, and was 
likely to retain foi a while some of their usages 
They all occuned in the ordination services, and 
were the anointing of the hands ot deac ons , also the 
anointing of the he ids and hands of piiests and 
bishops, the head of a bishop being anointed twice , 
apra)crat tlie giving of tlic stole to deacons , and 
the rites of delivciing the gospel to deacons, and of 
investing priests with tlic stole 1 he Lntish origin 
of these usages gams confirmation from the allusion 
m (hldas ^ to the custom of blessing hands in the 
British Cliurc h ‘ 

It has sometimes been supposed tliat the dispute 


> Bede, ‘MI 1 I 2> 

^ Iladdan and Stubbs, i pp 140 r 

^ “Tlic bkssing cKwith tiic hands of priests or miiUa-tcrSr 
are consecialcd — Gildas, “ 1 j ^ lou 

^ Queen of Scotland k proved the SLOttish Clrurcb 

for desecrating the Lord’s da) Thc) appear to have restM on 
Saturday as the Sabbath, and kept the Loid’s day as the day 
of resurrection, but not abstained from woildly h hours u;xm it 
ColuTuba kept Saturday as the Sabbath, so that they may hav^e 
been following the evample of the lush Church, and possibly, 
also, this may have been the usage of the British Church, — 
Skene’s ‘‘ Celtic Scotland,’ 11 pp 348 350. 
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between /be Celtic Churches and ^ome had to <|<> 
with doctrine as well as practice, but there is no 
proof of this, and th silence the hostile critic, 
Bede, indicates the contrary. Pope ‘John IVJ in 
640, accused the Tr^sb Cbuich of jVlagianism, by,t 
no hint is giscn that he IPitish Church wa> in any 
way iinphcated, aiul Rhyddmarcb^ statement that 
Pelagia nism \sas the mattei tieated of at the synod 
of TJandd wi hP fi is ^uihcitnily lefuted by the 
t anons of that synod 

In doctiine, iheielorc, ^\c may safely conclude that 
the British Church at the tin e of the schism was at 
one with the mam bod} of (.iiiislendom. It had 
bishops, piicsts, and ckac(yns, and recognised the due 
subordination and the sj^ccial functions of the three 
o»‘ders. There were abo sub deacons and readers/ 
The Lucharist ^^as called the ‘‘sacrifice it was 
‘‘offered by the priest, and the deacon could “hold 
the chalice. ” ’ The Welsh names for the Lord’s Supper 
and for piiest aie “offeren ’^(offeiing) and “offeiriafi^ 
(offeier) If a bishop present, he celebrated as 
the* ::ij.v.rior. f'olumba, the piesb}ter-abbot of Iona, 
recognised this in one instance mentioned by his 
biographer, Adaaman. A certain btshop from Munster 


^ These weie two of tlie “miiioi ordeis’' of the Church. 
The sub-deacons had to assist the deacons^in som'' of their 
functions, and were specially employed by the bisho|.b as their 
legates. The readers read the longei lessons in public service, 
and kept the topics of the Sciiptuie at theii houses. 

^ Canon XII. in “ Fxcerpta de Libro David is” — Haddan and 
Stubbs, i. 1 19, 
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4:ame to visit him, who, through modesty, ^^concealcd 
his office. At the celebration, Columba discovered 
that he. was a bish^o, and said, “ Christ bless thee, 
brother ; do thou break the bread alone, according to 
the episcopal rite ; for I know now thou art a bishop. 
Why hast thou disguised thyself so long, and pre- 
vented our giving thee the honour due to thee ? ” 
There was a liturgy in the British Church, and 
that of the Irish Church was ])robably similar, if wc 
are to believe the statement that David, Gildas, and 
Cadoc gave a liturgy, or liturgies, to the second 
order of Irish saints. Gildas alludes to the lessons 
read at the ordination service of the B|ftish churches, 
but we have no other fragments of it. The collects 
which we possess of Cornish or Welsh cljl^in are all 
of somewhat later date. Chanting of psalms was a 
great part of the monastic services. The lessons of 
the ordinal were taken from a variety of the Old 
I.atin version of the Bible used ])rior to the Vulgate, 
'which variety appears from a comparison of the 
quotations in Gildas, Fastidius, Columbanus, and 
other Celtic writers, to have been peculiar to the 
Celtic Churches. They were also acquainted with 
the Vulgate. There is no evidence of the existence 
of a Celtic version. Latin was the language of religion 
and culture ; all Gildas's writings are in Latin. 

There* was no compulsory rule of celibacy imposed 
on the clergy, though Gildas shows signs of a feeling 
adverse to their marriage. St. Patrick tells us in his 
Confession ” that he was the son of Calpurnius, a 
•deacon, who was the son of Potitus, a priest, which 
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ohows th^pra/:5ice of his time. GiHas, in reprpVing 
the clergy of the sixth century, quotes* against them 
the passage l/om the lesson gt ordinatioq : — “ A 
bishop must be the husband of one wife,” ^ M a 
much later age, when Rome was enforcing celibacy 
on other churches, sh^ had much difficulty with 
Biitain. Although the laws of Howell the Good 
(928) set a stigma upon a priest’s son born after 
ordination, who was not to have any part of the 
inheritance with his elder brother, “•because he was 
begotten contiary to decree,” yet the old custom 
prevailed long after this. In 961, w^e are told, “the 
priests were enjoined not to mar'*y without the leave 
of the Pope, on which account a great disturbance 
took place in the dioces(i of Llandaff, so that it was 
considered best to allow' matrimony to the priests.”^ 
This was at the lime wffien Dunstan was making 
great efforts to enforce celibacy in England, and 
when King Edgar had great power in Wales, and 
settled the limits of the diocese of Llandaff 
kingdom of Glamorgan as the suzerain. Benefices 
w'ere frequently hereditary in families. The bishopric 
of St. David’s passed, in 1088, on the death of Sulien 
the Wise, to his son, Rhyddmarcl^ the biographer of 

‘ Also, further on, he quotes, “ Ruling well his own house, 
having his children subject with all chastity.” “Imperfect, 
therefore,” he continues, “is the chastity of the fatHerSt if there 
is not added to the same also the chastity of fhe sons. But how 
will it be, when neither the father nor the son, corrupted by 
the example of n wicked father, is seen to be chaste ?” — “ Ep.” 
§ 109. 

^ “ Brut y Tywysogion.” 
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St ‘David. Sulien left four sons, another ^of whom, 
I)amel, was elected to his father’s see in ii2», but 
not suffered to hold it through tlie yiterference of 
He^ry I Rhyddmarch also had a son, named Sulien, 
after his g!Landfather In 1147, Nichol, son of Bishop 
< 3 wrgant, was efectcd to the see of Llandaff, and 
David, son of (icrald, archdeacon of Cardiff, to the 
see of St I)a\]d s Ihis David was himself married, 
and had sons and duighters Although the wives of 
the clergy began now to be called by a grosser name, 
Wales, with elm rcteii^tic obstmac), did not readily 
yield to ecelesnstual piohibitions, and public opinion 
remained for some time little shaken b) the prejudices 
of the English and of A.ngheised clshmcn, siieh as 
Criraldus 

** Without holiness no man shall see the Lord” 
Such IS the motto tint might appropriately be written 
at the head of the Welsh canons of discipline Three 
synods were held m the time of St David, at 
I landdewi Brefi, at Lucus \ ictoricC,^ “ the grove of 
Victory,’ in 569, and at Cacrleon in 601 Records 
of two of these synods, doubtless derived from 
Brittany, ha\ e been preserved m the north of France, 
and are still extant Wt possess also penitential 
rules ascribed to Gildas, and a collection of Welsh 
canons of the seventh century As we read these 
documents we are struck with amazement and horror 
at the crimes for w hich penalties are prescribed Is 

This IS the name in the canons Rhyddmarch and the 

Annales Cambrin. ” call it the Synod of Victoria 
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if pi>SJSibi^, w© a<5k ourselves, that rletgy aE<f mcmks 
'-oould be guilty of Fuch foul oflbnc^i" Yet, 
teflcct, we must acknowledge t|iat to recognise* the 
possibility of a crime is not to assert jts preval^ce, 
at|y more than to ignore does av^ay with its ex- 
istence. We cannot infer of necessity fro.m thele 
canons that the cleigy, as a class, wer? stained with 
such criminality. I’he British Chuirh recognised 
that the heart of man is ^Slcopeiately vsic kod,^^ and 
did not fold her hands and shut her eyes while her 
children went headlong to ])eidition. Iherc will be 
grievous wickedness in all ages, and, perhaps, her 
policy of recognising iis existence and providing 
against it w^as better than inaction 

Yet, while w'e must guard against exaggeration, w’C 
know from other evidence that the age was indeed 
one of violence and crime. Pei haps the light penalty 
inflicted for the faiill of being too diiink to sing the 
psalms, while not too drunk to be present at the 
■service, may indicate that diunkcnness w^as not 
oommon even in the monasteries. The offender w’'as 
dejirived of supper, according to a iiile of Gildas, — 
perhaps, after all, a sufficient punishment, for that 
frugal meal of bread, heibs, and ^It, which we might 
willingly dispense with, was, ap})arently, the chief 
meal of the scantily-fed monks. I'he canons of St* 
David fix severe penances for drunkenness dn various 
cases. If priests wffio wxre abouf to minister in 
church drank wine or strong drink through negli- 
gence, three^' days’ penancC w^as imposed; if in con- 
tempt of those who rebuked them, forty days. Those 
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who weVe actually drunk had fifteen days' ]^enance if 
it were through ignorance ; if through negligence^ 
forty days ; if through contempt, thrice forty days ! 
He%^ho forced another to get drunk by way of 
courtesy, was to do the same penance as the drunken 
man ; hut, if one forced another to get drunk in 
order to laugh at him, the offender was to do penance 
as a murderer of souls. 

One canon of the synod of Lucus Victorioe fixes 
heavy penalties for the offence of serving as guide to 
the barbarians that is, no doubt, the invading 
English. If no slaughter of Christians ensued, or 
bloodshed, or dread captivity, the offender was to do 
penance for thirteen years ; but, if the invasion had 
been attended with any such results, he was to do 
penance for the rest of his life. 

In such rules the British Church, in an age when 
crime was rife, uttered its protest against sin and for 
righteousness. These penances indicate no com- 
promise with evil, as .the nominal penances of more 
corrupt ages may do. Whether she was right or 
wrong, her motive was pure. As the life of Maelgwn 
has proved, no gifts, no outward observances could 
buy from her the p/omise of heaven or avert spiritual 
censures. Kings were not spared for their wealth, 
nor peasants for their poverty. No^ng, she taught, 
not even fasting or abstention from wWdly pleasures, 
could win heaven ; only the pure in heart could see 
God. Abstinence from bodily meats," said Gildas/ 


In his “Second Epistle. 
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Usdfess without charity. Therefoie they $ire^ 
better who do not greatly fast, nor abstain fronts* the 
Ctcatures of Cod beyon^l Tueasifte, anxiously* ke^feg^ 
their hearts within in the presence of God, "Sroni 
whom they know is the issue of lift ; than they who 
eat no flesh, noi delight themselves with the meats 
of the world, nor ride in carriages and on horses, 
and for these things count themselves better than 
others ; for to them death enters by the window of 
elevation.” 

Stern as these canons aic against sin, they are full 
of the merciful spiiit of the Divine Master, who came 
to call sinners to lepentance. Crimes are mentioned 
which, if detected now, would cast a man out from 
the society of his fellows, but these could not then 
cast him out of the Church or from his God. A 
hope was granted to the vilest, if he icpented and 
submitted to do hard penance Even before the 
penance was finished, tlic offendei vas re-adthitted tp 
communion ; ‘‘after a }ear and a half let him lecelve 
the Eucharist, and come to peace, let him sing psalms 
with the brethren, lest in so long a time his soul may 
uttetly perish for lack of the heavenly medicine. 
The Church was moie tender in enforcing her divine 
precepts than the world has cvci been in maintaining 
her conventional code. 1 he Church was fairer, too 
in apportioning her punishments the world deals 
pft-times more haidly with the infciior rank of 
offenders than vv^^h their superiois m station; but the 
British Church, in accordance wuth the Master’s rule, 
that “onto whom much is given, of him shall be 
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much require^,” gave the direction that ho whose 
posuion implied more knowledge of his Lord’s will 
should be punished^ with more “stripes” than the 
man? of inferior grade. “Ancient saints have de- 
cked,” says one j'ule, “ that for deadly sins a bisho]> 
should ao pgjiance for twenty-three years ; a priest, 
twelve ; a deacon, seven : so also a virgin, and a 
reader, and a monk ; but a layman four.” 


“ I'he old order changeth, yielding place to new,” 
and many of the usages and o2)inions which we have 
encountered in our review of the history o.f the 
Ancient Church of Britain w^ear to our eyes a strange 
and unfamiliar, perhaps at times a repellant, asj^ect. 
\'et for us the olden saints toiled and died ; to us they 
Il^F: a heritage of Catholic truth and order, which has 
been handed down through successive centuries, and 
withal a spirit of national independence and hostility 
to foreign usurpation. Lunawd, the Briton, more 
truly than Harold the Saxon, left this island his 
“ legacy of war against the Poj^e.”^ More precious 
still is the legacy of their deep personal piety, their 
devout realisation of the companionship of the 
Divine Master, their contempt of the world, their 
c lear i)erce2)tion of the future life in the contemplation 


Tennyson’s “Harold. 
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of whicl^ they spent their life on cajsth ; an'd this 
united with the lovable qualities that spring from jhe 
kindly Celtic heart, with love of tiature, gentlenesi^to 
the weak, even to animals, indignation against op]?^es- 
slon, burning zeal fo/ the ^'aivatioe of souls^^ and 
“the enthusiasm of humanit>.” (lildas^ indeed, is a 
stern and melancholy figure on the page of history, 
but his f ‘^nd, the fheerful and kindly Cadoc, his 
tutor liltyd, '‘he prv^tector of the hunted stag, are 
e<[ually representative of the Celtic monk, and, like 
C’olumba of lona,^ win our heart, while they impress 
our imagination and our judgment. • English Church 
men may well prize the legacy such saints have left 
as a most precious part of their inheritance from 
antiquity, without staying to raise the discussion from 
whom their Church is descended, whether from the 
Roman, British, or Irish C^hurches ; for as divers 
races live and mingle in the one country, so divers 
strains have Mended in the one Anglican communion. 
Prejudice and ignorance have, however, in tlie paSt, 
stood in the way of the study of tlie history of our 
ancient saints, and, it is to be feared, may still retain 
some of their power. But we may disapiirove of mon- 
asticism without dissociating ourseA’cs from the early 
monks, who were the salt of the earth. England, 
of all the countries of Europe “ the most deeply 


^ Columha's character may best be seen in the pages of 
Adamnan. The 'sterner qualities sometimes ascribed to him 
are derived from the late and untrustworthy stories of O’Donnel. 
— See Skene’s “Celtic Scotland,” ii. p. 145. 

N 2 
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fiirrowiid by tlje monastic plough, should not suffer 
an |dle prejudice to blind her to the sendees of her 
benefactors. ^Ve need not superstitiously^everence 
thetf defects / but we ought to admire their virtues, 
I^we are ungrateful, the loss is wholly ours; we suffer 
by lo'“ibg {he meaning of “the Communion of 
Saints,’^ — they, to whom m their missionary sceal 
“every foreign land was their own country, and 
every country but a foreign land,” have now reached 
their true native land, the rest and peace of which 
no ingratitude can impair. Yet, however successive 
ages may vary in regarding these eaily w^orkers, how- 
ever different men may vary, — some proudly boast* 
ing that they are “ better than their fathers,” others 
humbly seeking to imitate the virtues and avoid the 
errors of antiquity, — the beautiful land of AVales, 
where so many of these holy men lived and died, 
ever recounts to tlic willing listener the story of the 
olden days. The names of its villages, of its islands, 
rocks, and wells, — the carved and inscribed stones 
which are so common, keep fresh the memory of 
its saints and of their faith, Bardsey and Llantwit 
may be unknown and unnoticed, but their witne^ 
is writ large for all who visit them. The former, 
once freciuented and populous, is .now but thinly 
peopled ; it is visited only by steamboats, which 
carry cv ursioiv'sts from Portmadoc and Criccieth in 
the summer, or b) an occasional tourist of anti- 
quarian tastes, wlio risks the rough passage from 


* Montalcmbert. 
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AUerdamtt, and who probably feib j^o\: to*retnsirk 
Ibe |>ious custom prayer by the rowers, iR^cb 
Pennant noticed in th la^^t ceAuryJ But the r®ins 
of the abbey, the successor of Cadfart’s foundSion, 
slili compel interest, and the dust*of the i^an^ids 
hallowed. To parody Dr. Johnsons oft quoted 
words respecting Iona : — Tliat Welshman is little to 
be envied whose patriotism would not gain force 
or whose p’^^ty would not grow warmei among the 
ruins of Bardsey. But Bardsey atfd Llantwit are 
but prominent examples of what is found all over 
Wales. The rocky island bears ♦the name of the 
hermit who made it his abode ; the sea-beaten pro- 
montory has some ruined chapel that was once a 
beacon to the sailor; the enclosed \ alley some frag- 
ment of a monastery of ancient foundation where 
the traveller over the rugged pass once found shelter, 
lest, and food fieely jirovided. Glamoigan, where 
])opulous liver-valleys, with mines and furnaces, 
alternate with bleak and barren mountain-tops^— 
where an undulating plain of luxuriant greenery 
slopes from breezy heights to an island-studded sea, 
has everywhere in the midst of its centres of 
population, its quiet villages, and*its desolate ivilds, 
churches which olden saints founded, crosses, stones, 

* ‘^From this port (viz., Aberdaron) I <yice took 1 lat for 
Bardsey e island, which lies about three leagues to the west. 
The raariners seeiped tinctured with the piety of the place; 
for they had nol rowed far before they made a full stop, doffed 
their hats, and offered up a short prayer.” — “ Tours in Wales,” 
vol. ii. p. 369 edilio/t)* 
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and \Vells wi^h which their memory or their faith 
is Jn some way connected. To him who has once, 
re^dised how the sftcred history of Wales is written 
np^n its surface, more clearly than its geological 
history in its whs, the whole country wears a 
changed aspect, and 

Meadow, grove, and stream, 

The earth, and every common siglit, 

To him doth seem 

Aj-ipareUM in celestial light. 
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Gwyddaf;* 55 


Gwyndaf Il^n, 122 
Gvvynllyw, 83, 90, 127 

Henllan, 56, 122. (.Vtv {i/sa 
Wig.) 

Hereford. {See Caerfawydd.) 
1 loddam, 72 
Hodnant, 118, 119^ 

Howell, king, 117 
I lovvell Dda, laws of, 69 
Hubert the Saxon, 175 


. Idoon, 63 
I blnerth, 40 
i nine, 56 

i Ilhyd, 37, 39, bo, 76, 78, 87, 
105, 115-121, 195 
Indiact, 132 
Ine, 131 

Ireland, hospitality shown 1 »y 
( 'hristinns of, 39 ; the Scots 
; from, 47, 142; Aidan sailed 
to, 48 ; use of the term 
“ archl)isliop ” in, 69; Pal- 
ladius sent to, 71, 145 ; (.'o- 
lumba’s mission from, 73, 
139 ; other missions from, 

73. J38, ,139, 140, .147!' 

I’adarn visited, 87 ; mission ^ 
, sent from Wales to, 88, 105 ; 

David’s work for, 88, 89, 
j 124, 125, 126, 136 ; Cadoc’s 
j work for, 88-96, 102, 104, 
j 136; Gildas’s work for, 88, 

! 89, 104, 105, 106, 1 12, 

i 136 ; Cydifor, abbot of Llan- 
carfan, sends men to, 95 ; 
legends of saints of, 93 ; 
Whitherne and, 134, 135- 
137 ; the monastic spirit of, 

1 37-1 40 ; number of monks 
in the monasteries of, 79 ; 
‘monastic buildings in, 120 ; 
its Church independent of 
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Uonuv 147, 14^, M9> 158, 
159, 161 ; submission to 
Rome of southern Scots of, 
170; submission of nort'.em 
Scots of, 173 ; episcopacy 
in, 177, 178 ; tonsure in, 181, 
182 ; consecration by a single , 
bishop long the custom in, | 
1S3; church building in, 
185 ; I’elagianism in, 187 ; 
liturgy in, 188 ; Piran camo 
from, 129 ; Tathaii came ! 
from, 139 Sedullas came , 
from, 173 
Ives 129 


pMl.N IW, 170 
joscidi of Arimaihea, 11, 129 
Julius, 16, 184 
fust us, 15S 


KkN-^I'To', 70, 174 
Kentigern, 40, 72, 86, 134, 
r6S, 183 


bA< TAN ril's, 15 

Lancelot, no 

I^aunceston, monastery of, 127 
Laurentius, 158 
Jaber I^andavensis : its value, 
53 

Lifris, 92, 93, 05, 100 
Liturgy, Brilisli, 188; Irish, 
188, 136 ; Columban, 1S3 
Idan, meaning of, 9, 25 
Llanafan Fawr, bishop of, 41 
J.lanbadarn Fawr, 39-41, 87, 
SS 

Llancarfan, monastery of, 89- 
96, 102, 104 , 115, 122 
Llandaft', 12, 24, 51, 69, 90, 
102, 123, 156, 174, if5, 
176, 189, 190 ; bishopric of, 


38 , 41 , ^ 2 - 69 ; ^tonasLcry 
of, 122 , 124 ♦ 

Llandaewi Brefi, synod ||f, 38 ,^ 
4^^ 49. 75. 1 S 7 , »90 
Id&ndough, 122 , 123 
r.lanedeyrn, 123 
Llaiielwy, 40 , 41 * 79 ^ 84^6 
Llantwit Major, 3L7* 

78 , 79 , 1% L22, 123 , 190 , 
197 

Lleurwg. (Ar'i* Lucius.) 
Llcwel>n, 124 
Llywel, 61 

London, British bishopric of, 

33. 37 

I Lucius, 12 , 13 , 32 , 1 20 
[ l.ucus VictoricO, synod of, 190 . 

I 192 • 

I Lupus, 23 , 25 . 80 , 115 

i 

j Macmoil, 94 
I Macon, Council of, 183 
I Maelgwn Gwynetld, 41 , 6 ^, 
75 , 104 , 108 - 114 , 192 
Maelruba, 73 
]\laidoc. (St'c Aedh.) 

INIargam. (A<v M organw g. ) 

1 Margin, 71 , 80 , 88 , 184 , 

I Mass, British, its peculiarity. 

1^3 

Mcchell, 124 
Meilyr, Si 
Melangeil, 124 
Mellit^^s, 154 k* 

Mellon, 17 

I Menevia, 37 , 38 , 41 , 77 , S 3 , 

I 124 , 125 , 151 , 174 
I iVIcreddyd, 62 , 

I Meurig,'' 3 f, 53 , 55 , 6 3, 

1 Miracles of the British saints j 
j how to ])e regarded, 18 - 20 , 

I 44 

I Mochros, 54 , 56 
j Mochuda, 94 
1 Morgan. (Ao* Pela^is.) 
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MorgauilR, bishopric of, 41, 
42, 156 

/rxv.,'«r!oN, 1 7 j,* 184 

<Nice,<CounciI of, 21, 33 ’ 

Kinia-s 71, ^2, 88, 127, 133, 

Ortcen, 13 « 

Oudoccus, 67, 68, 149, 156 

rAFMRN, 39, 48, 59, 87, 88, 

no, 111, 149 
Palladius, 71-73, 145 
l*atrick, 71, 88, 96, 129, 130, 

132, 135, 178, 182 
Paul, St., alleged visi^, to Bri- 
tain, II 

Taulinus of Rochester, 130, 

16S-7 

Pawl Hen, 37, 38, 47, 109, 
122 

Belagius, 22-26 j his doctrines, 

187 

Penmon, 75, 83 
Pennant, 124 
Perran, 127- 129 
Perranzabuloe, 127 - 
tetroc, 127 

Kestitutus, 33 
Khydclmarch, his life of .St. 

David .,43-50, 126, 187 
Rome, British -Christian la- 
dies at, 1 1 ; Bran brought 
Christianity from, 12; Eleii- 
therus, pope of, 13 ; treat- 
ment of Christians by Em- 
pire of, 14 ; Cele.stine, pope 

of, 24 ; Church of, 29, 31 ; 
tlescent of its bishops from 
Apostles, 35 ; opposition to 
reading of legendary lessons 
V)y Church of, 45 ; fall of 

of, 58; Ninias in- 


structed at, 7 1 ; r^^jiations of 
British Church to, 145, I46 ; 
relation of Irish Church to, 
147, 148 ; .pilgrimages to, 
149; no*British bishop had 
his pall from, 150 ; Augus- 
tine’s mission from, 144 ; 
struggle of Celtic churched 
with, 158-170; submission 
of Celtic churches to, 170- 
175; Theodore came from, 
177; superiority in organi- 
sation of Church of, 177; 
points on which concession 
was demanded by, 179 
Rum, 167, 1 68 
Rumonus, 70 


Sacerdos, 33 
Samson, Abbot, 1 1 7 

Archbishop, 77, S7 

Sarlloc, 124 
Sajeons. English. ) 

Sculhin, 125 
Sediilius, 173 
Seiriol, 74 
Senanus, 125 
Severianus, 23 
Severus, 28 
Silchester, 70 

St. Alban’s, 16, 17, 26, 143 
St. Asaph, (.SVt-’-Llnueln y. ) 
St. David’s. (.SV^? Menevia.) 
St. Eagan’s, 13, 122, 123 
St. Germain’s, 70, 127 
St. Probus, 127 
Strathclyde, church in, 70-72,. 
88, 105, 133-137, 141, 167, 
168, 173 

Sulicn, 189, 190 


Tatiian, 93, 123, 139 
Tr 4 Io, 39, 47, 48, 56, 60 67, 
70, 88, 122, 149, 183, 1S5 
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reilulHay, 13 
Tewdrig, 38, 68, 184 
Theodore, 163, 177, 178 
ToiiSure, Celtic,* 1 7^, 181 
Torannan, 72 

Triads, wliat llity are, 
u 

Xi^Taihkl, 121 
Tudwal, 37 
Tudwg, 62 
^ryfei, 62, 184 
Ty-gwyn, 37, 64, 122 

Vaison, Counc ! of, 24 
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WeLSHI’OOT.,T 24 
Whitby, synbd of, 171, 172 
Whitheme, 71, 89,U27,jf33- 
i 3 r> i 39 » *84- . 

Whiting, 133 , ^ 

Wig, 41, 42, 122, 156, * (AVj 
also Henihn.) * 

Wilfrid, 

Wini, 163 

Yellow Plague, 64, iii 
! Ynyr Gwent, 123 
I Ynys Cathodw, 100 
! York, 32, 33, 37, 70 
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